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AppoINTMENT. The following appointment is 
announced in the last number of the ‘Globe,’ as 
haying been confirmed by the senate: 

Felix Grundy, of Tennessee, to be attorney gen- 
eralof the United States, from the first day of Sep- 
tennber next. 

Mr. Paulding entered upon his duties as secre- 
tary of the navy on Monday last. 

Treasury NoTEs. The whole amount of trea- 
sury noles authorized by the act of 12th of October, 
1837, has been issued by the treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, viz: $10,000,000. 

The amount returned to the treasury for duties 
and lands, and in payment of debts, is about 
$6,570,000. 

Tnere has been issued up to this day, under the 
provisions of the act of 21st of May, 1833, $4,904,- 
O14 25. Levi Woopsury, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Treasury Department, July 2, 1338. 





Mr. Tuomas M. T. McKEnnan of Pa. has, we 
regret to lvaro, declined being a candidate for re- 
election to congress. We have watched Mr. McK. 
in his public duties with some care, and bear hon- 
orable testimony to the faithful, enlightened and 
honorable mnanner in which they have been dis- 
charged. Mostsincerely do we wish that happi- 
ness may attend him in retirement, and that the 
halls of congress may contain more politicians of his 
old fashioned, but honorable, character—men who 
think and act, and regard the interests of the whole 
country more than their popularity in Buncomde! 
He has at the present session alone, rendered more 
service thana hundred talking legislaturs. 





View or Wasuineton. Mr. Anderson, apro- 
mising young artist, has just published a beautiful 
lithosraphic view of this city, after an original 
drawing from his own pencil. All the prominent 
objects in the city and vicinity are marked with 
great accuracy, and will enable all who have not 


seen the metropolis to form a pretty correct idea of 


its general appearance and the adjacent scenery. 





BANKS, CURRENCY, &c. 
the Balliinore American contains the following gra- 
tilying information: 

Philadelphia Exchange, July 6, 1833. 

Ata meeting of the general committee of the 
banks of the city and county of Philadelphia, held 
at the Exchange last evening, it was resolved to re- 
commend to the banks generally, the Ist day of Au- 
gust next as the time to resume specie payments. 

It is believed the measure will be generally adopt- 
ed and carried into effeet. 

The Bank of Washington, of this city, has issued 
the following notice, under date of the 5th instant: 

With the view of rendering the notes of this in- 
stitution (which has, since the first “of September 
last, been redeeming all its issues in gold and silver) 
equivalent to specie throughout the union, it has, in 
ailcipation of the general resumption of specie 
Payments, effected such an arrangement with the 
Bank of America, in the city of New York, that all 
hotes of this bank, which may be put in circulation 
wil, as expressed or their face, be with certainty 
pald in specie, on demand, either at that bank or 
this, at the option of the holder. 

l'he Bank of the Metropolis of this city, has de- 
clared a half yearly dividend of four per cent. 

he Brandon Bank ( Miss.) is handled with great 
Severity by some of the papers of the state, while 
others are disposed to uphold the managers of the 
Coicern to the last point of their career. As 
= Speciinen of accommodating spirit of the bank, it 
ef ecitioned that a merchant of Natchez was oifer- 
Y 1 vcnange on the north at one, two, and three years 
a The first year to bear no interest, the second 

per cent., and the third eight per cent! 

e ew York, July 6. The stock market yesterday 
oon under the influence of an improved feeling, 
M, — by the intelligence of the signal defeat of 
of by Yright’s new sub-treasury bill. The amount 
peek an transacted in stocks, as might be sup- 
ay: was not heavy, but the prices of almost 
ont “scription show a considerable improvement 
dividend yy Pn U.S. bank closed at 119 1-2; 
son Rail Re elaware and Hudson 84 3-4; Patter- 

oad 60; Harlem do 66 3-4; and Stoning- 

Vou. LIV.—Sie. 19. 





A letter to the editor of 





ton Rail Road 52 1-8; an advance of nearly 4 per 
cent. 

The New York Express of Saturday last says, 
“a report is in general circulation in Wall street, 
that Mr. Biddle will be here ina week or ten days, 
for the purpose of making arrangements for open- 
ing his new bank or branch; and further that bank 
certificates of the western banks will be received at 
very favorable rates. Whether the report is well 
or ill-founded, we cannot say. Now the sub-trea- 
sury is defeated, it is a natural supposition that Mr. 
Biddle wall take early steps to carry into effect the 
establishment of this bank; and any arrangement 
that can be made by which southern funds can be 
turned into cash, wiil produce a most beneficial ef- 
fect. The public are sutfering beyond all account, 
from the greatest difficulty in negociating. If the 
exchanges on the south can be brought down to 
from 5 to 8 per cent., instead of from & to 20, as 
they now are, it will be more acceptable.” 

Philadelphia. money market. Bicknell’s reporter 
of Fuescay says: ‘towards the close of last week, 
our money market was quite animated; though the 
upward tendency of stocks was not so great as 
some had anticipated. The change was produced 
by the defeat of the sub-treasury bill. No move- 
ment has, as yet, been made by the Philadelphia 
banks. They will meet on Thursday evening next, 
but we learn that they will in all egrenne Wait 
the adjournment of congress, unwilling totake any 
decided step until they know the exact position in 
which the country and the currency will be left by 
congress. Mr. Woodbury’s last circular is still a 
source of great uneasiness; but the desire is so ge- 
neral to bring about a resumption, that we should 
not be surprised to see something attempted in the 
month of August; even should the banks, by such 
a course, be compelled to adopt a more restrictive 
policy with regard to discounts, than they deem 
conducive to the general good.” 

We understand that several of the western safety 
fund banks have declined the arrangement entered 
into by the Auburn committee, and that therefore 
the notes of some of these banks. if not all of them, 
may be refused by the associated New York banks. 
This, however, should it occur, will make no dif- 
{-rence, for arrangements have been made by which 
the notes will continue to b: received in New 
York and Albany upon the same rate (1-2 of 1 per 
cent.) of discount. [.dlbany Eve. Jour. 

The state bank of Illinois has declared a divi- 
dend of five dollars on each share for the six months 
ending on the Ist instant, payable to the stock- 
holders registeredin New York on the 11th instant, 
immediately after the resumption of specie pay- 
inents. 


Boston banks. A \etter from Boston dated July 


Ist, states that all the Boston banks and the Bank of 


Lowell (whose circuiation is over two hundred 
thousand doltars,) have resumed specie payments, 





West Point Grapvuates. It is stated in the 
“Globe” that the West Point graduates of the pre- 
sent year, who have been appointed second hieu- 
tenants in the dragoons, and in the Ist, 4th, and 6th 
regiments of infan‘ry, and to whom short leaves of 
absence were granted in general orders, No. 18, of 
the 27th June, have since been ordered to report to 
gen. Scott, in the Cherok-e country, where their 
services are necessary to aid in the removal of the 
Indians to the west. 





New Hampsuire. The administration party in 
New Hampshire have nominated John Page, ex- 
United States senator, for governor. 





From cenTRAL AMERICA. We learn from capt. 
Rederson, of the brig Patsey B. Blount, arrived last 
night from Omoa and Belize, Ist of June, via Nas- 
sau, New Providence, that the revolution in Central 
America continued in the interior. The revolution- 
ary party, consisting of about 600 men, were head- 
ed by a young and ignorant mulatto, named Par- 
rera, who with his party were committing depre- 
dations of all kinds, and several travellers had been 
robbed and murdered by them. 

The provinces of Costa Hica and Nicaragua had 
declared their independence, and that of Honduras, 
it was expected, would also give up its allegiance 
to the Central Americangovernment. G. W. Mont. 





gomery, bearer of depatches from the United States 








fur Guatamala, had arrived safely at that place. By 
this arrival we are also in possession of the Nassau 
N. P. Gazette, to the 28d ult. but its contents are 
unimportant. [ Baltimore American. 

NoRTHERN FRONTIER. From the Rochester De- 
mocrat of the 27th inst. Retreat of the patriots. 
We learn from Samuel Heron, esq. editor of the 
Dundas (U. C.) Gazette, who came over in the 
Fraveller yesterday morning, that the patriots left 
the Short Hills on Saturday night, and moved to- 
wards the Grand river. This intelligence reached 
Hamilton on Sunday, and McNabb was immediate- 
ly ordered out with the 3d Gore regiment, to meet 
and attack the patriots at Shoat’s tavern, about 
14 miles from Hamilton, on the Grand river road. 

It was supposed by many that the patriots would 
reach the point before the royaiist troops. If they 
did, they could very easily make good their retreat 
into the London district. where it wag supposed 
large reinforcements would iinmediately join them. 

Captain Carr, the Indian leader, has gone in 
among the Grand river Indians, to induce them to 
hunt out the patriots. 

Four regiments, the Beverly, the 3d Gore, the 
Queen’s Own, and the Queen’s Rangers, together 
with twoor three companies of regulars, is the force 
now in pursuit of the patriots. 

A letter received by a young gentleman in this 
city from his mother in ‘Toronto, says that gov. 
Arthur and his council are now in session at Nia- 
rara, and that 13 prisoners are there being tried. 

f convicted they will, aceording to a law passed 
last winter, be immediately shot. 

Steamboul on Eake Erte. In pursuance of in- 
structions from the war department, the steamboat 
Erie, burden of nearly 150 tons, has been chartered 
,for the service of the United States upon this lake. 
This boat is to be placed under direction of an offi- 
cer to be detailed for that service by Major Young, 
in command of the United States force stationed at 
this point. She will be sailed by her captain and 
crew as before. 


From the Buffalo, (N. Y.) Commercial of the 30th ult. 
Navy Island. It is true, as we stated yester- 
day, that Navy Island was reoceupied, but not by 
any very blood-thirsty patriots. A simall party of 
them, who wished to enjey a practical joke at the 
expense of the royalists, went on the island at the 
time stated, and fired a few musket shots across up- 
on the main land. The alarm was instantly given, 
and expresses started off with the information that 
the island haa been reoecupied by a large force. 

All being still last evening or this morning, the 
island was explored, and the patriots were found to 
have vanished. This, we are assured by gentlemen 
from Canada, is the true version of the story. 

Mr. Cumming, of the Bank of Montreal, has re- 
turned to that place, having succeeded in obtaining 
all the money belonging to that establishmnent, which 
was stolen from George Auldjo, esq., at the time 
the Sir Robert Peel was plundered and burned. 

The trial of the prisoners charged with the burn- 
ing and plundering of the Robert Peel, came on be- 
fore Judge Cushman, at Watertown, on Friday 
week. ‘That of Anderson, on the charge of arson, 
which was the first case taken up, was committed 
to the jury on Tuesday afternoon, and resulted im 
a verdict of ‘not guilly’—when the prisoner was 
remanded to await his trial on another indietment. 
On Wednesday, Forward, indicted for the same of- 
fence, was arraigned; but the trial was postponed, 
on motion of the prisoner’s counsel, as well as those 
of all concerned in the affair, for the purpose of pro- 
curing testimony. “It is expected,” says the Wa- 
tertown Jeffersonian, “that a speeial oyer and ter- 
ininer will be held for the trial of these prisoners— 
the jail having been cleared of all others at the late 
term.” [4rgus. 


CANADA FRONTIER—ORDERS NO. lI, 
Head Quarters of the Army, 
Sackett’s Harbor, June 23, 1838. 
I. The major general commanding-in-chief, 
having moved his head quarters to the Canada fron- 
tier, the commanding officers of the troops on that 
line will, besides rendering the usual return to the 








adjutant general’s office at Washington, make re- 
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turns to general head quarters at Sacketts Harbor, 
until turther orders, aud will address the general on 
inalters relating to the state of allairs on the boider, 
as olten as any thing important may occur. From 
ali oiber quarters, general aud other officers in com- 
maid wili address (heir cominunicatious to the ad- 
jutant general at Washington, as usual. 

ll. Brigadier general Brady will command on 
the trontier from Butiaio to the northe:n extremity 
of the United States—head quarters, Det: oit. 

Major Young. of the 3d iniantry, ou the Niagara 
fronlier—head quarters, Buitalo. 

Lieut. colonei Cummings, of the 2d infantry, 
from Fort Niagara to where the 45th degree ot 
north latitude stuikes the St. Lawrence—head quar- 
ters, Sackeits Harbor. 

Colonel Cutler, of the 4th infantry, from the St. 
Lawrence, along the boundary line to Lake Chamn- 
plain—head quarters, Plattsburgh. 

Major Churchill, of the 3d artillery, from Lake 
Champlain, along the frontier of Vermont—head 
quarters at Swanton, or any other suitable place 
near the line. 

And major Clark, of the 2d infantry, the remain- 
der of the frontier, to the sea coast—head quarters, 
Houlion. 

As the foregoing is but a temporary arrange- 
ment, it will not interfere with the one beretoiore 
announced in general orders, assigning officers to 
the command of military districts, 

II. The object of this arrangement of com- 
mands is to preserve the peace of the border and to 
place the troops in positions the most favorable for 
maintaining the treaty stipulations existing be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, and tor 
restraining our own citizens, and others within our 
jurisdiction, trom committing outrages upon the 
peisons and property of her Britanic majesty. 

1V. From the respect for the laws hitherto so 
Signally evinced by the citizens of the United 
States on all occasions, it is apprehended that the 
border inhabitants of the northern frontier are not 
generally acquainted with the enactinents, the in- 
fringement of which would render their conduct 
penal. The officers in command of districts, as 
Well as of detachinents, will, for general inforina- 
tion, cireulate the copies of the laws of the United 
States with which they have been furnished, and 
under which they are authorized to adopt measures 


for repressing all hostile acts against the subjects of 


a friendly power, and to preserve inviolate the 
neutral relations of the United States. 

V. The general teels satisfied that the good citi- 
zens along the line, knowing the law, will, by their 
example and advice, endeavor to restrain all ill- 
advised and unlawful proceedings, and thus be in 
strumnental in maintaining not only the laws and 
honor of the country, but that peace and harmony 
sv essential to the happiness and prosperity of those 
settled on the frontiers. 

ALEXANDER MAcome. 

By command of the general: 

J. N. Macoms, 
Assistant adjutant general. 

PROCLAMATION. 
gov. Arthur has been issued in consequence of the 
aliray at Short Hills, of which we made mention 
last week. It will be seen that all persons going 
to or coming from Canada, are required to give an 


account of themselves and be provived with pass- | 


ports: 


Proc'amition. Upper Cunada. By his excel- 


lency sir George A:thur, knght commander of 


the royal Hanoverian Guelphic order, lieut. yovera- 
or of the province of Upper Canada, major general 
commanding her majesty’s foices therein, &c. &e. 

Whereas, on the morning of the 21st of this pre- 
sent month of June, a large body of armed men as- 
seinbled in the township of Peltiain, in the Niagara 
district, and attacked and plundered a l.ouce in that 
neighborhood, of a large sun of money, and other 


property, and fired upon and overpowered a smail | 


detachment of the einbodied militia there stationed: 

And whereas information has been received by 
me, that certain evil-disposed persons, connected 
with the brigands who have of late molested and 
disturbed the peace of the Americans and British 
frontiers, have crossed the Niagara river, and that 
they lurk and secrete themselves in parts of the 
district of Niagara, with the knowledge and conni- 
vance of some of the disaffected resident inhabitants: 

And whereas it is necessary forthe peace and se- 
curity of the district of Niagara, that the ingress 
and egress of the idle and evil-minded persons 
should be restrained and prevented, and that the 
perpetrators of the above outrage, and their abet- 
tors, shoul’ be brought to condign punishment: 

I do therelore strictly order and command all offi- 
cers, magistrates and others whom if may congern, 
that no person be permitted to land upon or leave 


the shore on the British side of the Niagara river, 
coming froin or going to the United States territo- 
ry, unless he shal. give a full and reasonable ac- 
count of hiinself, and show that he is coming or go- 
ing in the prosecution-of his lawful anairs and bu- 
siness, Which person shail be furnished witha pass- 
port, to secure him from further hindraice or mo- 
lestation. 

And I do hereby earnesily call upon all magis- 
trates, officers, and other loyal subjects of the 
queen, for their best united exertion in restoring 
the peace and tranquillity of the province, in the 
prevention of crime and disorder, and in the appre- 
hension of the guilty; and I assure them of every 
support and assistance which may be required for 
these purposes, to the utm:st extent ef the civil 
and military powers, which her majesty has been 





pleased to place in my hands. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at To- 
ronto, this 22d day of June, in the year of 
our Lord, 1838, and of her majesty’s reign 
the second, 

By command of his excellency: 
GEORGE ARTHUR. 
C. A. HAGERMAN, all’y. gen’l. 
D. CAMERON, secrelary. 


Later. The Cleveland Herald of the 30th June 
has the following information: 

The following intelligence brought by the Daniel 
Webster, direct from Detroit, is from such a source 
that we believe it may be relied on. Rumors of 
refugee movements, in the vicinity of St. Clair, 
have been current for some days, and strengthens 
the probability of this fresh outbreak. 

Extract of ua letter, dated Detroit, June 29. 

Yesterday about 500 refugee patriots crossed 
over about 40 miles above this, near New Port on 
the St. Clair river. A party of Canadians and a 
few Grand river Indians soon alter attacked them 
and were defeated, the refugees maintaining their 
ground. 

Last night the British sent on a reinforcement, as 
will the refugees to-day. The refugees crossed in 
a small sloop which was afterwards taken and 
towed to Detroit, by United States authorities, 

The United States troops are on the move. The 
quarter’s flag of gen. Atkinson has been flying for 
some days on the Detroit Exchange, but Isee it has 
been removed during the night: where to I have 
not learned. 





The following proclamation of 


‘steamboat ‘Thames on which the reinforcement 
went up, has been taken by the Patriots, and that 
| Malden was to be atiacked Jast night. 

| We see that the Butialo papers do not credit 
the above reports. The Butialo Advertiser says— 

We have Detroit papers of Saturday morning, 
which make no mention of any such difficultics. 
We have also just conversed with a gentleman who 
left Detroit on Sunday evening, and passed the 
Thames, apparentiy witha pleasure party on board, 
near Malden. 

The story is coubtless made up from whole 
cloth. There is no question, however, that some 
attempt of the kind is 11 contemplation. There are 
inany refugees in the neighboihood of Detioit, and 
|rumors were rile there on Saturday of gatherings 
pear the river Raisin and other places, The U.S. 
officers are on the alert, and it is to be hoped they 
will be able to prevent any hostile demoustrations 
iroin our side. 


The St. Clair buccaneers routed. We learn froin 
the collector of this port, that a schooner in the ser- 
vice of the buccaneeis was captured on Thursday, 
some miles below the country seat of St Clair. 
Having understood, from the uwovements in that vi- 
cinity, that an expedition was on foot, the collec- 
tor immediately started for the scene of operations. 
A sivall force ensbarked on the steamboat Giatict, 
/and soon got wind of the piratical crait, which, it 
seeins, had been across to the Canada shore, and com. 
mitted depredations upon the inhabitants. As the 
Gratiot approached the vessel witha view to con. pel 
her to surrender, a brisk firing upon her commence- 
ed from the opposite shore. Finding themselves in 
peril, the crew of the vessel took to the shore, and 
dispersed themselves through the woods. 

The vessel was then taken possession of by the 
revenue officers. They found two or three Cana- 
dian prisoners in the hold, some fiftecn barrels of 
flour whieh had been plundered, about a dozen 
of the prisoners we understand, was induced to 
stand of arms, and other small matters. The vessel] 
was brought to this port to be condemned. One 
come down, by whom, it is thought, some impor- 
lant testimony may be laid before the giand jury, 
now in session. 

We are advised that most, if not all the crew, 
were Canadians. This promptness on the part of 








‘and continued three days. 


Flying reports from Detroit say that the Eritish | 


ee ess ee 
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the officers and citizens of St. Clair will, it is cong. 
dentty hoped, crush ancther of those incipient Pivat. 
ical expeditions Which have fiom time to time an. 
noyed our troutier. | Detroit Advertiser. 


Lord Durham has issued an ordinance, by virtue 
of special powers entrusted to him, banishing lo the 
island of Bermuda, Mcssrs. Wolired Nelson, Buy. 
chette, Viger, Marchessault, Ganvin, Goadu, Des 
Rivieres, and Masson, now in custody, they havin 
acknowledged themselves guilly ot high treasey 
They are toremain at Bermuda during ber ajes- 
ty’s pleasure, subject to such resirain! as may be 
necessary to prevent their return to Canada, A 
number of others who have absconded, amor g whom 
are mentioned Papineau, Robert’ Nelson, Cote 
O’Callazhan, and Rodier, members ot the late aa. 
sembly, are forbidden to return to the provinces, 
without permission hom government, On penelly of 
conviction ‘or high treason, until the restoration of 
tranquillity shall render such permission proper, 

A proclamation has also been issued, declaring 
that all proceedings on account of trcasonable ot. 
fences shall cease, except in the cases mentioned 
in the ordinance. ‘Those persons charged with the 
murder of major Weir, are deprived the benefit of 
any indemnity. 





CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION. Representatives in 
congress are to be chosen in fourteen siates the 
present year, and the elections will take place in 
the following order: 

Louisiana, Ist Monday in July. 

Iilinois, ; Ist Monday in August 

Missouri, 4 oe 

Vermont. ist Tuesday in September. 

Maine, 2d Mo: day in September. 

G+orgia, Ist Monday in October. 

Arkansas, Ist Monday in October, 

Soutk Carolina, 2d Monday in October. 

New Jersey, 2d Tux sday in October. 
Pennsylvania, 2d Tuesday in October. 

Ohio, 2d Tuesday in Cctober. 

New York, Ist Monday in November. 
Massachusetts. 2d Monday in November. 
Delaware, 2d Tuesday in November. 

The election in Louisiana commenced July 2d 
[| Boston Ailas. 





ANOTHER INDIAN FIGHT. By the steamer San- 
tee, we have just received intelligence of a battle 
with the Indians, on day before yesterday, within a 
ifew milesot Newnansville. Capt. Beal, of the dra- 
goons, with 30 or 40 men, lieut, Howe of the same 
corps, With 12 men, and capt. Walker, a volunteer, 
fell in with a body of about 60 men, who gave them 
a warm salute, Walker was killed and 5 of Beal’s 
‘company were wounded. Five horses were killed; 
among them Beai’s aud Howe’s. Several Indians 
said to be killed. 

Gen. ‘Taylor with six companies of men arrived 
yesterday at Black cree k, and we trust be will socn 
teach the savages better manners than to crowd 
‘themselves thus into civilized society. 
[Jucksonville Courier, 


From Jamaica. Kingston papers to the €th 
ultimo, has been received at the New York Lx- 
change Reading Roeu.s coniaining some iit pst 
ing intelligence respccling the apprentice system. 

On the Sth uli. the council and house of as- 

seu.bly met in*special session, and were acdiessed 
| by the governor to the following etiect: 
‘That he bad called them together at an unusual 
‘season, totake into consideration the state of the 
lisland under the Jaws for the governinent of the 
laboring population; that the subject was strongly 
ayilated throughout the British eu.pire and in par- 
lament, Where the !onorable etorts of ministers 
were barely sufficient to maintain the existing lew, 
as an obligation of national faith; that exc.tement 
also exisied among the apprentices, but that they 
had rested in sober and quiet hope, selying on the 
venerosity of the colonial legislature for the boon 
that has been granted totheir class in other colonies; 
and that it was bis duty torecc mwend the early and 
equal abolition of apprenticeship for all class¢s. 

He was commanded to inlorm them, however, 
that no question of farther compensation weuld be 
entertained by her wajesty’s ministers; but he en- 
treated them to consider the impracticability of 
carrying on coercive labor, with any bepe ol suc- 
cessiul agriculture. 

Aiter a short but animated debate in the house, 
the governor’s address was referred to a comuiittee 
of seven. 





Maine. The hon. John S. Fairfield, a member 
of conzress from Maine, has been ncminated Ly the 
den.oc ratic convention of that state as a cancicate 
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SPEECH OF MR. BOND, OF OHIO, 


Upon the resolution to correct ubuses in the public ex 
pendilures, and lo separeie the government from he 
press Delivered in the house of representatives, 
April, 1838. 


Mr. Bonn said he rejoiced that the attention of the 
house and of the country was again invited tothe sub- 
ject of retrenchment and retorm. He was aware tha 
these terms had become somewhat hackneyed, and he 
almost feared that their frequent repetition here had 
rendered them trite and unmearting. They had been 
used, as was well known, with great effect, to put dawn 
one administration and elevate another. ‘That end 
being attained, they seemed to have performed their 
office, so tar at least as the party now in power are con- 
cerned. Ail must admit that we have had no practical 
retrenchment or reform. 

Mr. B. said he wished gentlemen now in power to 
adinit that they had amused, if not deceived, the people 
of this country with a mere “fancy sketch.” If they 
would not make this concession, then he called upon 
them to specify any retrenchment or reform which they 
had accomplished. But, sir, if they fail in this, as I 
think they must, then I demand their reasons for not 
carrying out their great and salutary system of reform, 
for which they stood solemnly pledged before the country. 

I ain unwilling to believe tiiat the terms retrenchment 
and reforin have lost their just and virtuous sense. The 
people of this country will determine whether the ne- 
cessity fur such measures had passed away with the 
simple elevation of certain men to ge r. 

vu, Mr. Speaker, must be well aware that some- 
thing mvre than this was promised. You professed, 
sir, [ mean the party with which you act professed, to 
be moved by the purest and most sacred regard for the 
welfare of the people. We find recorded here, and in 
the sena’e, a solemn pledge to carry into effecta syste- 
matic returm, if you should be placed in power. This 
was doue, sir, in March, 1329, and you have held un- 
disturbed pussession ever since. During that time, 
now going on ten years, what part of your pledge has 
been redeemed ? 


[ desire to conduct this discussion fairly, and with en- 
tire accuracy as tu facts. I wish so to state them, too, 
that all may form a just opinion in relation to the sin- 
cerity and good faith of those whose conduct may be 
brousht under review. 

Was it really true, sir, that the expenditures of the 
governinent were unnecessarily large? Had the pre- 
sident too much power, and was there a necessity for 
restraining it?) Was the patronage of the government 
sv eno. muus as to require checks to be placed on it? 
Was this patronage used for political ends, especially 
the patronage of the press? Was it true that the free- 
dom of the press and the security of our liberty demand- 
ed that the prin‘ing patronage should be withdrawn 
from the several departments, and the state depart- 
meat in particular? 

Ail these inquiries are suggested by the declarations 
and avowals of the present duminant party when they 
suuzht for elevation. Butlest gentlemen may have for- 
got.en the precise charges made ayainst Mr. Adams’ 
adm.nistrauon, 1 beg leave to read trom certain docu- 
menis of this house and of the senate, in which these 
griefs and complaints, with the promised reforms, are 
duly recorded. 

‘Tae first, in point of time, is a report made to the 
senute in 1326, by a select commitie, (of which Mr. 
Beinton was chairman,) “to which was referred a pro- 
pusition to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
pa renage of the executive government of the United 
Siaies.” In this documeat Mr. Benton reports: 

* That, after mature deliberation, the c mmittee are 
of opiniv 1 that it is expedient to diminish or to regulate 
by law the executive patronage of the federal govern- 
ment, whenever the same can be done consistently 
with the provisions of the constitution,jand without im- 
pairing the proper efficiency of the government. Act- 
1a uuder this conviction, they have reviewed as care- 
fully as time and other engagements would permit them 
to do, the degree and amount of patronage now exer- 
clsed by the president, and have arrived at the conclu- 
— that the same may aud ought to be diminished by 
aw.’ 

For this purpose that committee then reported six 
bills ; one of them proposed to regulate the publicatior 
of the laws and of public advertisements; another had 
this imposing tiile— ‘a bill to secure in office the faithful 
cullecturs a'.d disbursers of the revenue, and to displace 
defaulters.” But, besides i's alluring title, that bill also 
contained the following provision: 

“That in all nominations made by the president to 
the senate to fill vacancies occasioned by ‘he exercise 
of the president’s power to re:move froin office, the fact 
of the removal shall be stated to the senate at the same 
time the nomination is made, with astatement of the rea- 
Suis for which such officer may have been removed.” 

The other four bills also looked to the restraint or 
reduction of the president’s power and patronage. It 
ls unnecessary now toread them. The report proceeds: 

“ The committee do not doubt but that there are ma- 
ny other branches of executive patronage, in addition 
to those which are comprehended ia the provisions of 
these bills, which might be advantageously regulated 
by law. Far from thinking that they have exhaus‘ed 
the subject, they believe that they have only opened it, 
and that nothiag more ca’ be done at this time than to 


liy th» foundation of a system, to be followed up and com- 
pleted hereafter.” Pon a . 





Mr. Bond said that, notwithstanding a series of years 
had elapsed, and Mr. Benton and his friends had full 
power, the people had looked in vain for a superstruc- 
ture on this “ foundation of a system of refo‘m, which 
this famous report proposed to have laid. That same 
committee, too, assert and claim for the senate “the 
control over appointments to office,’’ and say they “ be- 
lieve that they will be acting in the spirit of the consti- 
tution in laboring to ny the guards and to strength- 
en the barriers against the possible abuse of power.” 
This is necessary, they say, where laws “ are executed 
by civil and military officers, by armies and navies, by 
courts of justice, and by the collection and disburse- 
ment of revenue, with all its train of salaries, jobs, and 
contracts ; and where, in this aspect of the reality, we 
behold the working of patronage, and discover the rea- 
son why so many s‘and ready, in any country and in 
all ages, to flock to the standard of power, wheresoever 
and by whomsoever it may be raised.” ‘The number 
of office holders is spoken of-as large and still rapidly 
increasing, and the report proceeds: “* Each person 
employed will have a circle of greater or less diameter, 
of which he is the ceutre and soul—a circle composed 
of friends and relations, and of individuals employed 
by himself on public or on private account. By way 
of illustrating the great number of office-holders and 
their combined power, Mr. Benton then turns to the 
“* Blue Book of the republic,” which he also calls “9 

rowing little volume,”’ and says it “* corresponds wit} 
the Red Book of monarchies.” 

Mr. Speaker, this Biue Book is indeed a “ growing 
little volume,” but it has grown more rapidly in the nine 
years of this government, administered under the ad- 
vice of Mr. Benton and his friends, than it did in dou- 
ble that time, before they came into power. _ I present 
now, sir, for your inspection, the Blue Book for 1828, 
and that for the last year, 1837. It is plain that the last 
is nearly or quite double the size of the former; and if 
the contents of the two are compared, the number of 
office holders, their salaries and compensation, the va- 
rious divisions and subdivisions of every department, it 
will be seen that, under this boasted system of retrench- 
ment and reform, nothing has been curtailed, but, on 
the contrary, a great increase in the number of office 
holders, with increased salaries. 'To this, too, is to be 
added a most alarming addition in all the public ex- 
penditures of the country, greatly exceeding in amount 
the expenses of that administration which was charged 
as wasteful! And if this state of things is not checked 
in time, we may yet realize that this Blue Book not 
only “ corresponds with,” but has actually become, the 
“Red Book of a monarchy,” in this our boasted republic! 

Mr. Benton, in his report, exhibits a list, taken from 
the Blue Book of 1825, of al! the officers, with their sa!a- 
ries, at the custom-house in the city of New York. 
The number thus given is one hundred and seventy- 
four, and the aggregate amount of their compensation 
is stated $119,620 39. He then exclaims— 

‘* A formidable list, indeed!—formidable in numbers, 
and still more so from the vast amount of money in 
their hands. The action of such a body of men, sup- 
posing them to be animated by one spirit, must be tre- 
inendous in an election; and that they will be so ani- 
mated is a proposition too plain to need demonstration. 
Power over a man’s support has always been held and 
admitted to be power over his will. The president has 
* power’ over the ‘ support’ of all these officers, and they 
again have power over the support of debtor merchants 
to the amount of ten millions of dollars per annum, and 
over the daily support of an immense number of indi- 
viduals, professional, mechanical, and day-laboring, tu 
whom they can and will extend or deny a valuable pri- 
vate as well as public patronage, according to the part 
they shall actin state as well as in federal elections.” 

And to all this, the report still adds the naval and 
military establishment, the judiciary, the post office, 
and presses, with whatit calls the * unknown and un- 
knownable list ot jobbers and contractors; and the suil 
more inscrutable fist of expectants who are waiting for 
‘dead men’s shoes, and willing in the mean while to 
do any thing that the living men wish.” Having thus 
ancien 4 described the state of patronage, and the sub- 
servient league and unprincipled devotiva of the office- 
holders, Mr. Benton then says: 


“The power of patronage, unless checked by the 
vigorous interposition of congress, must go on increas- 
ing, until federal influence in many parts of this con- 
federation will predominate in elections as completely 
as British influence predominates in the elections of 
Scoiland and Ireland, in rotten borough towns, and in 
the — naval stations of Portsmouth and Plymouth.” 

We are also told by Mr. Benton that “ the whole 
of this geet power will centre in the president,” and the 
report then warns the country in these impressive terms: 

“The king of England is the ‘fountain of honor;’ 
the president of the United States is the source of pat- 
ronage. He presides over the entire system of federal 
appointments, jobs, and cuntracts; he has ‘ power’ over 
the ‘support’ of the individuals who administer the sys- 
tem. He makes and unmakes them. He chooses from 
the circle of his friends and supporters, and may dismiss 
them, and, upon all the principles of human action, will 
dismiss them, as often as they disappoint his expecta- 
tions. Hts spirit will anima‘e their actions in all the 
el ctions to state and federal offices. There may be 
eaceptions, but the truth of a general rule ie proved by 
he exception. The intended check and control of the 
senate, withoul new constitutional or statutory provisions, 
will ceuse to operate. Patronage will penetrate this body, 
su>due its capacity of resistance, chain it to the car of 














ed 


much more securely with than without the nominal 
check of the senate!” “ We must look forward to the 
time when the nomination ot the president can carry 
any man through the senate, and his recommendation 
can Carry any measure through the two houses of con- 
gress; when the principle of public action will be open 
and avowed—the president wants my vote, and I want 
his patronage; I will vote as he wishes, and he will give 
me the office I wish for. What will this be but the go- 
vernment of one mun? and what is the government of 
one man but a monarchy?” 

Mr. Bond said he hoped the house would pardon him 
for reading from this report these passages, which so 
happily illustrate the growth and power of patronage. 
They were referred to for the purpose of sustaining the 
allegation which he had made, that the present domi- 
nant party professed to entertain serious fears for the 
perpetuity or security of our institutions and liberty, 
if this public patronage was not checked or restrained 
by some statutory remedies, which they submitted for 
consideration, and promised to adop’, at some conve- 
nient season, if placed in power. Well, sir, they suc- 
ceeded, and got the administra‘ion of oir government 
into their own hands: and what has the country realiz- 
ed? Why, the number of custom-house officers at 
New York has grown from 174 to 414! and their com- 

ensation is increased from $119,062 39 10 $409,669 32! 

ut, besides their stated compensation, it appears that 
in the year 1836 the various subordinate officers of the 
New York custom-house were allowed among them 
upwards of $53,000! And the collector at Philadelphia, 
during the same year, received, beyond his salary, up- 
wards of $3,000; the same officer in Boston upwards 
of $2,300; and many oihers very considerable sums, 
which I will not take time to specify. 

We thus realize the inordinate and dangerous in- 
crease in this branch of patronage, foretold y the re- 
port. What has been done to limit and restrain this 
pa‘ronage?. Where is the statutory remedy, the bill 
which was reported for that purpose? Sir, it has had 
quiet repose, and has never been heard of since the 
success of “the party.” ‘I'he moment power was ob- 
tained, the admission made in the report, that the senate 
had control over appointments is denied in practice; 
and the right asserted by the commit ee, to call on the 
president for his reasons in case of a removal fron 
office, is now scoffed at and contemned by Mr. Bea- 
ton, Mr. Van Buren, and the whoie party who made 
or approved that report! Mr. Van Buren was one of 
the committee by whom that report was made; and 
yet he and his party openly violate and disregard every 
principle it urged! He now holds the “power” over the 
‘support? of these trained bands of office-holders at 
New York and throughout the country. “ He makes 
and unmakes them;” and “ his spirit will animate their 
actions in all elections.” Almost the first notice we 
have of the appvintinent of Jesse Hoyt to the collector’s 
office in New York is the annunciation of his official 
sa wie7 and activity in the charter election of that city. 

Ve hear of him by day and by night, heading his co- 
hort of 414 office-holders, with the 1,000 expectants; 
and leading them to the charge! Mr. Van Buren told 
us,in the report, that “the action of such a body of 
men, Supposing them to be animated by one sprrit, 
must be tremendous in an election:” and that they 
would be so animated, he said, was “a proposition too 
plain to need demonstration.” But I suppose. he wishes 
us to believe that in his hands all this power and pa- 
tronage will be harmless! The case of the New York 
collector furnishes my ans wer to this: and, if another 
illustraion is needed, I refer you, Mr. Speaker to the 
appointment of Mr. Wolf to the collectur’s office in 
Phiiadelphia. That gentleman, you know, sir, after 
holding the honorable place of governor of Pennsylva- 
nia, proudly called the keystone state, was seduced 
here tor a paltry clerkship. We heard recently, that 
he was dissatistied in the contrast between the place 
given him and that provided tor his political rival, (Mr. 
Muhlenberg.) Governor Wolf, it was said, had resolv- 
ed to vithdraw, and gave some indication of hostility 
to the president. At this juncture the power of patron- 
age is invoked—the collector at Philadelphia is made 
to take the clerkship at Washington, and governor 
Woa.t’s opposition is quieted in the collector’s office, 
thus vacated. In an instant a new allegiance is sworn, 
and guvernor Wolf initiates himself in his new office, 
by heading a call for a political meeting in the city of 
his official duties! Who does not see the peculiar fit- 
ness of the suggestion before quoted from the report of 
Mr Van Buren and others of the se'ect commi'tee— 
* The President wants my vote, and I want his patronage; 
I will vote as he wishes, and he will give me the office I 
wish for.” 

Mr. Speaker, I will now add a remark or two, and 
pass from this report. The eommittee who made it 
eonsisted of Mr. Benton, Mr. Macon, Mr. Van Buren, 
Mr. White, Mr. Findlav. Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Holmes, 
Mr. Hayne, and Mr. Richard M. Johnson, all at the 
time the zealous friends of general Jackson, except, 
perhaps, Mr. Holmes. They urged the impropriety of 
appointing members of congress to office, and the ex- 
pediency of providing against it. From the moment 
they came into power their report and professions are 
forgot‘en, and,in four years they appoint more mem- 
bers of congress to office than had been done in all the 
previous history of the government. They also told the 
country, in that report, that the press, the post office, 
the armed forc:., aud the appointing power, were the 
most dangerous portions of the federal executive pa- 
tronage. And they professed to have found a remedy 

a * 


power, and e.ale the president to rule as easily and ; for these dangers in certain bills which they su 
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Taey there tell us, too, that all this power is in the 


hands of the president, and that he is not in the hands of 


the people. luadeed, they say, “ the prcaicans may, and, 
in the current of human olive, will be against the peo- 
ple,” and the conclusion of the whole is, ** the safe y of 
the people is the ‘supreme law,’ and to ensure tha! 
safety these arbiters of human fate (the press, the post 
office, the armed force, and the appointing power) must 
change position, and take post on the side of the pevo- 
ple.” Mr. Speaker, we have found it true, indeed, ‘hat 
the president is not in the hands of the people, and that 
he will even turn against them! Look, sir, at Mr. Van 
Buren’s December message, and see the opprobrium 
which he casts upon the people of his own. state for 
daring to exercise their elective franchise contrary to 
his will! Notwithstanding his professions, and the 
p'edged faith of his report, he violently retains the con- 
trol of these “ arbiters of human fate,”’ and will not suf- 
fer them “to change position and take post on the side 
of the people!” 

Mr. Bond said he would next call the attention of 
gentlemen to what had passed in this house on the sub- 
ject of retrenchment and reform; and he regretted to 
find such marvellous discrepancy between the “ say- 
ings and doings” of “ the party,” on that subject. The 
journals of the house show that in February, 1823, a 
seluct committee was appointed to consider and report 
on this whole matter: the gentlemen appointed were 
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Rives, Mr. Wicklifle, 
Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Everet;, all 
friends of general Jackson, save the two last. ‘T'hey 


were charged to inquire into the whole machinery of 


the government; with a view to reduce its expenses and 
patronage, and to correct all abuses. They engaged in 
and devoted themselves to this task; their report, I 
mean the report of the four avowed reformers, professed 
to the country that the public expenditures at home 
and abroad were unnecessarily great; that every thing 
was done on too grand a scale; that each department 
had too many clerks and spent too much money; that 
this was also the ease in congress, whose sessions were 
needlessly prolonged; and, by way of correcting this 
latter evil, they recommended that * the compensation 
of members, during the first session of each congress, 
be reduced to $2 per day, from and after the first Mon- 
dav in April, if congress should sit beyond that day.” 

Mr. Bond said he would not read the repurt to the 
house, but he hoped this notice of it might aid in recall- 
ing it to publie recollection, whereby it would be seen 
how much had been proposed and how little had been 
done. Here, too, it will be found, that in concert with 
their co-laborers in the senate, the huuse reformers de- 
scribe most graphically the extent and power of pa- 
tronage, and for all their discovered abuses they sug- 
gest remedies. But, Mr. Speoker, great as this work 
was represented to be, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Cambreleng) and his friends told the country in 
this report that they had made only a beginning, what 
in hunters’ phrase is called a mere * priming.” 
then inform us that nothing more in the way of reform 
could be done by them, until the people should drive 
from the citadel of power those whee then held it, and 
lace it under the control of these zealous reformers. 
This was done. This specious report, like its twin-sis- 
ter of the senate, was trumpeted aloud by its friends; 
and at public expense, under the order of the house, 
many thousand copies of it were scattered throughout 
the country. The people read, and, honestly believing 
it, took the alarm, and placed these reformers in power. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, after your undisturbed pos- 
cession for nine years, what has been done? Have you 
reduced any expenditure, corrected any abuse, or pro- 
vided any restraint on the power of patronage? No, 
sir, no. But, on the contrary, your party in power 
have nade all public expenditures greater than before; 
you have practised the very abuses of power of which 
you complained, and have not provided any restraint 
on executive patronage! We have thus a practical 
illustration of the abuse of the identical power of which 
your friends, when sounding the alarm, gave only a 
theoretic description. 

Mr. B. said the resolution now under consideration 
still looked to reform, and especially to the correction 
of the abuse of power in regard to the public priniing. 
The gentleman who offers it, (Mr. Hopkins,) though 
acting with the administration generally, is not blind 
to the abuses which may be committed. He is still de- 
manding reform from principle, and is not satisfied 


They | 





that abuses have been corrected by asimple change of | 


men. lam surprised, Mr. Speaker, to find this reso- 
lution opposed by the administration. The gentleman 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Cushman,) resists it on 
most extraordinary grounds. He adnuts abuses, but 
says it is impracticable to correct them, and therefore 
useless to pass the resolution. Is it possible that such 


an objection can be openly avowed and sustained | 


here? The gentleman saysit is the usage of pariy to 
dispose of this patronage in its own way, and that he 
never neard of any complaint against Mr. Adams 
administration for so dojng. Here, sir, is another open 


avowal of the doctrine, “that the spoils belong to the | 


victors.” 


(Mr. Cuskman here explained, and observed he had | 


not said the spoils belong to the victors.] 


Mr. Bond admitted that the gentleman had_notused | able to pick up, until the whole pack should open in tull 
those identical words, but this was the doctrine of the and harmonious cry, in one common note, from the 
wm with which he acted, and a distinguished n-.em- | sturdy mastiff that howls at the door of the treasury, 
J 


| 
| 





'of a wholesome regimen, and in the course of a salu- 


tration unifurmly practised under this precept, what- 
ever may be their theury. I du not wish to do the gen- 
tieman from New Hampshire any injustice, and wih 
read from his remarks as published, and he will then 
have an opportunity of correcting them, if erroneously 
printed. The gentleman is reported as having said: 

“It was well known, that since the establishment of 
the government, the dominant party, whichever it 
might be, had invariably employed what has been 
called, if you please, partisan printers and partisan 
editors. But why should they not do so? Sv long “is the 
opposition had the predominancy, they used tu sup 
p-y their own partisan printers, and no complaint was 
made about it: and why should any complaint arise now? 
He saw no reason for it.” 

Here, then, I think, sir, a position is taken and terms 
used in effect the same, and tending directly 1 the 
doctrine that the “spoils belong to the victors.” But 
can it be possible that the gent!eman thinks he is cor- 
rect and sustained by the tacts, when he says that no 
complaint was made against Mr. Adams’ administra- 
tion on account of the exercise of the printing patron- 
age? Has he forgotten that Isaac Hill, the present 
sovernor of his own state, was the editor and publisher 
sf a newspaper called ‘the New Hampshire Patriot,” 
and thatthe discontinuance of the publication of the 
laws in that paper was considered so outrageous a per- 
secution for opinion’s sake, thatit may almost be said 
to have given ae his subsequent political elevation ané 
consequence? The discontinuance of Isaac Hill as 

rinter of the laws was occasioned, too, by his pub- 
ishing a libel on the lady of the president, without the 
least semblance of truth, and so grossly indecent that 
Mr. Randolph, though a zealons opposer of Mr. Ad- 
ame, said it ought not even to be read on this floor. 
The occasion, however, was seized, to bring the sub- 
ject of public printing under discussion in this house, 
and Mr. Saunders, of North Carolina, introduced a 
resolution calling upon the secretary of state to report 
what changes had been made in the newspapers 
printing the laws, together with his reasons for such 
changes. A long and spirited debate followed ; and 
as gentlemen seem to have such imperfect recollection 
of the events of that day, some little reference may per- 
haps be usefully made to what was said in that debate. 
It will be observed that the resolution of Mr. Saunders, 
and those who supported it, required reasons to be given 
for a removal from office. Since they came into power, 
however, that doctrine has been denied and repudiated. 

Mr. Bond said he proposed to prove by this debate 
that the present administration came into power de- 
claring that the printing patronage of the government 
was inordinate and dangerous ; that it ought to be re- 
s'rained and regulated by law; and, in fine, promising, 
if elevated, to withdraw its exercise from the executive 
Ronee. The mover of that resolution (Mr. Saunders) 
said : 

“TI trust I shall not be accused of getting up this call 
for purposes of effect, nor be told this is a small busi- 
ness.” “He was not to be told that the pecuniary 
amount involved in this matter was too simalito influ- 
ence the editors of this country.’ **The total sum thus 
distributed could not amount to less than between 
twenty and thirty thousand dollars.” “There were 
eighty-two papers employed in publishing the laws ;” 
“it was not of the expense that he complained, but of 
the purpose by which it was controlled.” “It was thus 
calculated to operate, and did actually operate, so far 
as it went, to contro! the freedom of the press, and to 
enlist, throughout the country, that powerful instrument 
in behalf of the views of the state department. In this 
respect, it was much more effectual and much more 
dangerous than the far-famed alien and _ sedition 
laws.” 

Mr. Saunders concluded by saying that it was his 
“intention to take this power from the state department 
and place it elsewhere.” A member from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Houston,) afterwards governor of that state, and 
now the president of T’exas, sustained Mr. Saunders’ 





resolution, and denied the right of the secretary of 
state to change the publication of the laws for opimion’s | 
sake. He alleged that the practice of that deparment | 
“had been to allow an individual who might be person- 
ally opposed to the views and opinions of the kead of | 
the department, if he was honest and capable as a pub- | 
ic alticer, to retain his place.” He asked ‘ if changes 
aad teen made in order that the patronage of the gov- 
ernment may flow in a particular channel?) Such a 
»/Urse would gag the freeexpression of opinion.” He 
said 3 

‘Patronage is nota thing loca) and circumscribed. 
.t seeks everv litte ramification into which it can by 
ony possibility insinuate itself. It is like the progress 
of « cancer in the human body; it seizes on every vein 
and ariery, one afier another, nor stops its progress till 
“ pyover sinks, and then the knile is too late ap- 
lied. 
Next came Mr. Hamilton, of South Carolina, the 
chairman of that retrenchment committee to which I 
have already alluded. ‘That gentleman said : 

“These eighty-two presses would be put on the diet 


tary discipline. 1¢ sturdy and independent would 
be turned outto be fed on such offals as they might be 





er of that party, now the governor of New York, | to the most starveling turnspit that barks on the farthest | 


(Mr. Marey, e 0 
the United States, openly used those terms, and justi- 


had, when a member of the sena‘e of | verge of our frontier.” 


M-~. Bond said he would not stop to inquire whether | 


. . . . . . ° | 
fied this usage of party, The friends of the adminis-| we did now realize, in the present official organ, the | 


as 


Globe, “that sturdy mastiff that howls at the door of 
the treasury.” Mr. Hamilton continued: 

“Is it necessary that the executive should have q 

overnment press, to be paid for by the people out of 
the public coflers, to susiain the measures of the adin n- 
istration, whether right of wrong?” “If,” said he “gq 
secretary of state can so apply the patronage of the 
goverment as to nourish to venal accord eighiy-two 
presses 10 Our couniry to praise every thing the adn,i- 
nistration should do, and subject their pruprietors to 
the punishment of the loss of this patronage if they 
dare to censure its measures, this forms distinctly a 
government press, which is more alarming to the liner- 
ties of the people than the organization of the whole of 
gen. Brown’s army of six thousand men, formed into 
a guard of the palace. If eighty-two presses can be 
made tospeak as it werein one voice that all that the 
government does is excellent, and what all those who are 
opposed to them say is false and factious, this constant 
combined and concerted language will soon have a 
tendency to make those who hear tittle else believe all 
this is true.” 

Mr. Bond hoped the house would pardon him for 
this long extract. Mr. Hamilton, from whore speech 
itis taken, was at the time afrendof gen. Jackson, 
and zealously engaged in elevating him to power. In 
thus describing the government patronage over the 
press, that gentleman said he was merely warning the 
country of dangers which might be realized, if no re- 
straint was impo-ed on that patronage. General Jack- 
son was elevaied, and Mr. Van Buren succeeded him, 
and is now in power. Instead of eighty-two presses 
thus employed by the government, they have now con- 
siderably upwards of one hundred, and the patronage 
is held and exercised without any manner of check or 
restraint. In this, surely, the country was disap- 
pointed. 

But you, also, Mr. Speaker, took part in that de- 
bate, and warned the country of the danger of this pa- 
tronage, and the necessity of restraining it. 1 hope, 
sir, it will not be out of order to draw on your remarks, 
in aid of ey peneaet purpose. ‘The sentiments which 
you expressed are perfecily just, and must command 
the approbation of all impartial minds. 

I have preferred, sir, sustaining the resolution now 
under consideration by the arguments and illustrations 
of the friends of general Jackson, rather than to at- 
tempt any new suggestions. 

You will remember, Mr. Speaker, that some friend 
of Mr. Clay, the then secretary of state, intimated that 
the resolution of Mr. Saunders savored somewhat of 
the spanish inquisition At this your indignation was 
aroused, and you exclaimed: 

“Inquisitorial, sir! And has the time arrived in this 
country when itis deemed inquisitorial respectfully to 
ask a public officer, who is responsible to the people 
whose representatives we are, for the public reasons 
(not the private motives) of his public conduct? Isit 
insulting to demand of a public officer to explain and 
account for hisconduc!? Is the transatlan‘ic doctrine, 
that “the king can do no wrong,” to be introduced 
here? Though we have no alien and sedition laws, 
are we to have whatis tantamount tothem? Are the 
public functionaries of the government to be wrapped 
up in the robes of office, and to be held irresponsible to 
the people or the people’s representatives? And are all 
those who have firmness and independence enough 
fearlessly to inquire into tbe conduct of public men, and 
the mannerin which the public money is expended, 
to be denounced by the partisans and servile adberents 
of the house that now reigns, as factious oppositionists? 
Sir, (you continved, Mr. Speaker.) this power of ap- 
pointing the public printer is improperly lodged where 
itis. It is, to the least of it, subject to abuse, and 
may be improperly used for the purpose of muzzling 
and influencing the liberty of the press.” 

That being the case, you proposed, sir, “to remove 
his power of appointment from the department of state, 
and vest it somewhere else, where it would be more 
safely and properly exercised.” The country is aware, 
Mr. Rea dhioe that you have continued to be a member 
of this house ever since you made the remarks just 
quoted, now more than eleven years. Some expecta- 
tion was cherished that you would, when in a majority 
here, practise under these opinions, and remove this 
printing patronage “from the department of state, and 
vest it somewhere else, where it would be mure safely 
and properly exercised.” Iam serry, sir, that this pub- 
lic expectation has been disappoinied. I can only ac- 
count for it by suppusing that your various potitical en- 
gagements and high public station have withdrawn 
vour attention from this important subject. ‘here is 
some consolation, however, in knowing that you have 
now an opportunity of redeeming your pledge, and the 
friends of retrenchment and reform indulge the hope 
thar you will do it. 

I hope you, sir, will not think this an “inquisitorial” 
measure. It is indeed, true that when the representa- 
tives of the people, during the last session of congress, 
attempted to look into the departments of the govern- 
ment, gen. Jackson openly resisted it, and said such a 
measure was “worse than the Spat ish inquisition.” 
More, sir; he, in effect, gave orders that it Reed not 
be tolerated. Mr. Bpeahst, did not your cheek then 
mantle with honest iudignation? and if you had held a 
seat here, instead of the chair you occupy, would you not 
have again exclaimed, “‘is the transatlantic doctrine, that 
‘the king can do no wrong,’ to be introduced here?” 
Or were you constrained to admit that, under the boast- 
ed system of reform, “the public functionaries of the 





government” are now “wrapped up in the robes of 
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office,” and “held irresponsible to the people or the 

opie’s representatives : , 

PN Z B. said he hoped he had, by this time, furnished 
some evidence to the house, and to the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, (Mr. Cushman,) in particular, that the 
exercise of this printing patronage by Mr. Adams’ ad- 
ministration, was not only questioned, but openly con- 
demned. The friends of gen. Jackson, so far from pre- 
tending that it was impracticable to correct the abuse 
of this power, pledged themselves to the country, that 
they could and would, when in a majority provide a 
remedy. He would submitit to the people to say whe- 
ther this had been.done. Wasit not notorious that the 
extent of the since patronage had been greatly en- 
larged under the present dominant party? Is not the 
number of newspapers in which the laws are printed 
very considerably increased? Is not the ordinary 
printing patronage of the several departments far great- 
er than furmerly? And, as to the public printing for 
congress, it had so swollen, under the promised re- 
trenchment, that we were almost induced to believe 
that the term was used in irony by those from whom the 
people expected economy. 

I now propose, Mr. Speaker, to show what seductive 
influences thts patronage over the press carries with it; 
and for this purpose, I must again invoke the aid of the 
Jackson reformers, using their own arguments, and the 


. - ! 
very language in which they admonished the country | 


of the base uses which would be made of this power. 


hope gentlemen will remember the remarks made on 


this subject, and which.I have already given to the 
house, from the speech of Mr. Hamilton the chairman 
of the committee on reform. 1 reserved for the present 
branch of the argument a peculiarly striking and des- 
criptive passage in the speech of Mr. Houston, before 
alluded to. He undertakes to describe an honest, inde- 


pendent ediior, of good principles, and deserved influ- | 


ence, and then adds, such an editor as this 

**May noi be disposed to bow or bend his principles 
for the sake of supporting a particular administration or 
individual. It may be necessary to ceriain plans and 
interests, that such a man as this should be gagged or 
prostrated. In that case, a very politic course would 
be to Start a new paper some few months before new 
patronage is to be co iferred; to use every exertion to 
obtain for it a sufficient number of subscribers; to take 


measures that, at a'l hazards, the paper be sustained; | 
then to get for he editer some true and trusty fellow— | 


a fellow that will ‘go the whole;? who is troubled with 
no principles on any subject, but who will support a 
certain interest ‘through thick and thin? who will pur- 
sue no course of lis own, but will ever be ready to take 
his cue froma certain quarter. After getting him some 
one or two hundred subscribers, and using every expe- 
dient to make him some character, he must then have 


73 16, was paid to the Globe, and the residue again 
divided as before. For the next two years, ending 
with September, 1837, the several executive depart- 
ments paid out, for printing, the enormous sum of 
$142,801 68! Of this, the Globe received $24,331 27, 
and the balance was divided and subdivided—the spoil 
being thus given in due proportions among the whole 
pack, from “the sturdy mastiff that howls at the door 
of the treasury,’ down “to the most starveiing turnspit 
that barks on the farthest verge of our frontier.” 

But it will be observed that, so far, I have stated the 
amount of the executive patronage of the press only. 
In December, 1835, the Globe obtained the printing for 
the house of representatives, and for the two years 
ending on the 30th September, 1837, its editors or pub- 
lishers were paid, on that account, $105,914 53. It 
thus appears hat, for the lastsix years, the Globe news- 
pa er has received from the government, as the pub- 
ialied documents prove, nearly $220,000. What it has 
received indirectly, and from office-holders and ex- 
pectants, no one can tell. I wilt not designate each of 
the innumerable host of editors and printers on whom 
this patronage has been showered. Many of them 
have received small sums; others, again, do not quite 
equal the Globe editors; but I will name a few who 
seem to be among the preferred, and then leave it for 
their readers to say whether their papers can be sup- 
— to be under the wholesome regimen of treasury 

1%. 

I find that Hill and Barton, of New Hampshire, have 
received, in about six years, between 7,000 and $8 000. 
During the same time, Shadrach Penn, jr., of Ken- 
tucky, has been paid about $10,000, nearly the half of 
which has been paid within the last two years. Durine 
the same time, the firms of True and Green, Chas. G. 
Green, and Beals and Green, of Boston, have been 
paid $27,201 76! In the course of two years, Medar 
'and Manypenny were paid $2,953 66; Paine and Clark 
| $2.837 53; Mifflin and Parry, of Philadelphia, $1.- 
| 822 26; Medary, Revnolds and Medary, $1,584; and 
| Samuel Medary and Brothers, al! of Ohio. $2,002. All 
| these payments were made by the post office depart- 

ment; and, in addition to this printing patronage, some 
| of these parties enjoyed advantageous contracts in the 
| same department, for the supply of “paper and twine,” 
connected with their printing of blanks. These con- 
tracis for “blanks, paper, and twine” when examined, 
as they were by the committees of investigation, dis- 
closed the practice of most reprehensible partiality in 
the postmaster general for certain political favorites. I 
have not examined to see if the other departments did 
| not simultaneously bestow a part of their printing pa- 








i 


| tronage on these same individuals. This further fact, | 


| however, is disclosed by the printing acconnts of these 
| departments: that, for some time past, they have thrown 


pria'e to see what the friends of general Jackson said 
would be the consequence of such use. The commit- 
tee, in their report, speak of the moral mechanism upon 
which this patronage acts “as a power that seems irre- 
sistible,” and say they “will not stop to argue what they 
predicate as an andeaintde fact, that, by the employ- 
‘ment of the expenditures of the contingent funds of the 
departments, a government press is to all intents and 
purposes effectually established, as much so asif there 
were an annual item in the appropriation bill for the 
purpose of purchasing the joint and harmonious action 
of one hundred papers in the uncompromising vindica- 
tion of those in power, and in the unsparing abuse of 
those who are not.” And tn the debate already refer- 
red to, Mr. Hamilton, one of the reformers, in speaking 
of payment for the services of the press, observed— 
“When the government becomes the paymaster for 
these services, the evil is infinitely augmented. For, 
what are the services which the press under such cir- 
cumstances is expected to render as a_ return for the 
partial kindness of the government? Why, to cover 
all their approaches to arbitrary power; to defend each 
measure af misrule and corruption; to find excuses and 
apologies for every act of imbecility, although the in- 
terest and honor of the country may be jeoparded by 
ignorance, apathy, or neglect; but, above all, to subject 
those who do not think ‘the existing powers’ entitled to 
the confidence of the people to the most unsparing ea- 
lumny and abuse.” Mr. Bond said he would appeal to 
the house and to the country, if we are not now expe- 
riencing daily the practical application of what Mr. 
Hamilton mentioned as a possible state of things. Is 
not his description of a subsidized press in the hands 
of the government, so graphically true of the present 
administretion and its press, thatit might justly be con- 
jectured that they sat for the picture? Every day’s ex- 
perience shows that all who oppose the present ad- 
ministration are “subjected to the most unsparing ca- 
lumny and abuse.”_Another of the Jackson reformers 
in this house, Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, observed in de- 
bate here, that “the executive influence in this govern- 
ment wes very great, and had been exerted to calum- 
nia'c members in this house as well as great and wise 
men out of the house.” He said “it had been attempt- 
ed to cut them off by dark inuendoes,” and that “hire- 
ling seribblers had been paid directly or indirectly for 
performing the task.” 

Mr. Speaker, have we not felt and seen the sad reality 
of al! this for the last nine years, but more particularly 
since Mr.Van Buren undertook “the improvement of the 
press,” and a display of its licentious power in the hired 
| columns of the Globe? Who has not been disgusted 
| with the coarse and “unsparing calumny” from day to 
_day poured out upon members of congress, and of the 
| senate in particular, who happened to think that “the 











the printing of the laws, as a token of the confidence of | large portions of their patronage into the hands of| existing powers were not entitled to the confidence of 


the government, and then all will be ready for action. 
Sir, I will not say that such a press is to be established 
and paid for out of the contingent fund; I am not war- 
ranted in such an assertion: but I say that such a new 
beginner must have putronage, alihough tt be in direct 
opposition to the interest and wishes of the people.” 

‘Thus spoke Mr. Houston in 1827. Let us now pause 
for amoment, Mr. Speaker, and inquire whether those 
who know so well the use and abuse of this power, 
have not proved the selves skilful adepts in its prac‘i- 
eal application. Lei us direet our at'ention to the offi- 
cial newspaper, The Globe, and see if Mr. Hous‘on has 
not most apily described “its rise, progress, and present 
state.” : 

We know, sir, that at the commencement of gen. 
Jacxson’s administration, the official newspaper was 
the Uniied S.a'es Telegraph, published by Duff Green. 
Things went on pretty smoothly for a while, and until, 
as was said, some jealous rivalry sprung up between 
the then vice president of the Unived States and the 
present president, Mr. Van Buren, who was then se- 
cretary of sta‘e. It was suid Green was suspected for 


cherishing a stronger partiality for the vice president | 


than for the secretary of state. But Ido not profess to 
be tammliar with the causes of this family jar. Report 
said that the ‘Felegraph was not discontinued abruptly, 
as the official organ, but was gradually supplanted by 
tne Globe, and its editor, Francis P. Blair, brought here 
for that purpose from Kentucky. Among the means 
resoried to fur this purpose, as complained of by the 
Telegraph, were orders or requests to various postmas- 
ters throughout the country to furnish lists of its sub- 
scribers. ‘The Giobe was then seut to them, claiming 
to have the special confidence of the party. In this 
Way it was imtiated into favor among the subscribers 
of the Telegraph, and in due season the latter paper 
was whoily abjured. I have no knowledge of all the 
measures taken “that at all hazards the paper be sus- 
tained,” and will leave it for others who kuow Francis 
P. Blair better than I do, to determine whether the ad- 
ministration, in furnishing an editor for the Globe, stc- 
ceeded in getting a ‘true and trusty fellow, a fellow that 
will ‘go the whole, who is troubled with no principles 
On any subject, but who will support a certain interest 
‘through thick and thin.” ‘This I know, that the ad- 
ministration fostered and cherished the Globe with an 
linmense amount of patronage, and in that way gave 
it strengih and influence. ‘That paper was first pub- 
lished in 1331. ‘The whole amount aye for printing 
by the executive departments in 1332 and 1833, was 
$113,346 21, of which $17,245 42 were paid to the 
Globe, and the residue to various other printing estab- 
ish nents, editors, and publishers throughout the Unit- 
ed States. In 1834 and 1835, the whole amount so 
paid was $83,966 50; of which sum, a part, say $40,- 


| Langtree and O'Sullivan, of this city, who are publish- 
| ing a periodical journal, the “Democratic Review,” which 
| professes to be a literary work, burt, at the same time, 
_ devotes its columns to the cause and defence of the 
| Administration, with a zeal equatled only by the Globe, 
and, in at least one of its articles recently published, 
shows as little regard for justice and truth, I think, as 
that paper does. 

The exeentive patronage of the press was one of the 
great chapters af sehitn into which the famous re- 
trenchment report of this house was divided. It is 
there stated as an alarming fact, that the amount paid 
for printing and adverusing “by the executive depart- 
ments at the seat of government for the [then three 
last years, (1825, 1326, and 1827,) and by the general 
post office, in two years, was $71,830 51. In the 
same report, we are also told that the printing for con- 
“gress, the senate and house included, from March, 
1819, to December, 1827. being a period of cight years, 
amounted to $271,833 37. These were thought to be 
extravagant expenditures, and retrenchment demanded 
and promised. 


man from New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) who was an 

active member of that committee, a mirror, in which 

the practical reform may be seen. If the gentleman, 

or the party, shall find the object a hideous one. I can 

neo 2 say the picture reflected is the work of their own 
ands. 

For the six years ending on 30th September, 1837, 
the several executive departments, inclusive of the 
general post office, paid out $310,116 37 for their print- 
ing. In order to get three years, so as to compare it 
with the term and amount before stated by the commit- 
tee, let us take half of the $340,116 37, say $170,053 18 

Deduct the amount stated by the com- 


mittee - - - - 71,830 51 





Amount of merease every three years 
by the reformers - . - $98,227 67 


_———— 


























I also find that, in six years, ending on the 30:h day 
of September, 1837, the printing for congress, (senate 
| and house,) and inclusive of certain land docnments, 
| books, and engraving, amounted to $751,534 62. Let 
us deduct the amount reported by the committee as 
paid for the same object in eight years by the adminis- 
tration which was condemned for its extravagance— 
that was $271,833 37. That operation will show that 
the reformers have paid, in the legislative patronage of 
the press, $479,701 25 more in six years, than the whig 
party paid in eight years! ! 

Leading thus shown the amount of, and how this pa- 


I beg the house toindulge me a few moments in; 
| holding up to their view, and especially to the gentle- 


| the people?” Who has not seen the attempt in the 
/government press to break down the influence and 
“ghd of “members of congress,” and “to cut them off 
»y hireling scribblers, paid directly or indirectly for per- 
| forming the task?” Does not the Globe constantly 
‘charge Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, Mr. Southard, and 
_o her senators, as being paid by and under the influence 
(of ‘he Bank of the United States when engaged in the 
'discharge of their high constitutional duties?” And 
| when these foul slanders are howled from the throat of 
ithe “sturdy mastiff,” at the door of the treasury, do not 
'the whole kennel, “Tray, Blanche, and Sweeiheart, 
| little dogs and all,’ even to the “most starveling turn- 
spit that barks on the farthest verge of our frontier,” 
re-echo the sound? The Jackson reformer, Mr. Floyd, 
| spoke of the slanders on members of congress and on 
other men elsewhere. Why, sir, we daily experience 
thatand more. The president and his press have gone 
on from time to time calumniating members of con- 
gres3 and others individually, and at length have got to 
s'aidering the people in a body—a kind of wholesale 
slander business. If a congressional district, in the 
free exercise of its constitutional right, electa member 
who will not “bow and do obeisance to the party,” he is 
at once proclaimed to be the feed attorney of the bank, 
and thé people of the district are stigmatized as “re- 
prieved debtors.” 


Here, sir, I desire to read a short paragraph from the 
president’s official newspaper—the Globe. It was print- 
| eda year since, and then met my eye. 1 have preserv- 
ed it for the express purpose of noticing it here, on a 
suitable occasion; aad this is the first appropriate mo- 
ment I have had to doso. The paragraph in question 
was written on the occasion of announcing the election 
of one of the present senators from Ohio, (Mr. Allen,) 
in doing which, the Globe exults at what it was pleased 
to consider a defeat of Mr. Ewing, a highly distinguish- 
ed and most valuable member of the senate. I do not 
propose to dwell on that election; it is foreign to my 
purpose; but I do verily believe it was achieved against 
the wishes of a majority of the people of Ohio, and re- 
cent events sustain that opinion. And yet, this man, 
whom the people of Ohio delighted, and, if the signs of 
the times do not deceive, will again “delight to honor,” 








‘is, at the moment of his retiring from the senate to the 


bosom of his family, and to all the private relations of 
life, held up and stigmatized in the Globe as a “bank 
beneficiary.”’ In the same article, sir, some fifteen sena- 
tors are yo pees! named and contemned by this 
government press. The state of Alabama is particu. 
arly congratulated on being relieved from the “Cal. 
hounery” of Gabriel Moore. But now a new light has 
suddenly opened which wholly changes the medium 








tronage is now used by the executive, it will be appro- 











through which the Globe sees “Calhounery,” to use Mr, 
Blair’s own phrase. How long has it been since that 
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paper stigmatized Mr. Calhoun “as the bank’s feed in- 
strument,” and said uf him “that no man ever nullified 
the truth with so little remorse?” Now, however, tue 
whole scene is changed, and Mr. Calhoun is almost 
dei.ied by the very government press which but yester- 
day had so reviled him! Here, Mr. Speaker, we realize 
anotaer truth spread before the couniry in Mr. Benton’s 
report, which, in describing the power of the president 
over iadividuals adminisiering the government, says: 
“He makesaad uamakes taem.’”’ A short time since, 
this adininisiration and its press stood forth the advo- 
cates and friends of the sta'e banks, and, after p!acin 
the public money in their custudy, urged them to len 
it out. Having thus “debauched” and seduced them 
from the “even tenor of their way,” this same adminis- 
tration and press now abuse the banks and the credit 
system which but yesterday they applauded; and, to 
justify this abuse, faisehood is substitu'ed for fact. The 
Globe a day or two since stated ‘that the legislative ex- 
amination in Ohio” proved “that the directors of the 
banks there had drawn out more than the whole amount 
of their real capital.” This, sir, is another daring and 
impudent falsehood of that paper, and turnishes addi- 
tional evideace of the desperation of this administra- 
tion and its “government press,” in carrying out ihe 
sub-.reasury syS em, with ail ite selfish purposes. The 
result of the “‘iegisia ive examination of the banks in 
Ohic” is fully repor-ed by the auditor of the state, who 
is a thorougi-guing disciple of the sub-treasury school. 
His report is now vefore me, and [ invite its mmediate 
inspection. It is most creditable to the banks of Ohio; 
shows thein tu have been prudently managed, and that 
they will not suffer in comparison with those of any 
state in the union. But let us look into the-auditor’s 
report, and test the truth of the fact stated by the Globe, 
“chat the directors of the banks in Ohio had drawn out 
more than the amount of their real capital.” By the 
auditor’s report, it appears that the amount of capital 
stock actnally paid in these banks in December last, 
was $11,331,613 96, and the whole amount loaned to 
directors and stockholders together, at that time, was 
only $1,466,174 56. 1 leave it for others to apply the 
proper rebuke to the Globe for its slander of the banks 
ee the peuple of Ohio; but, Mr. Speaker, I appeal to 
you and to this house if | 

conduc'ed, should be sustained and cherished by funds 
from the public treasury? 

This same paper took occasion, not long since, t. 
quote from some remarks which I had the honor to 
make in this house, and w say it hed never intimated 
that the senate was a useless budy. Why, sir, the gross 
calumny heaped by the Globe on the majority of the 
senate, but a short time since, must be familiar to all. 


1 wall not offend so far as toread those slanders to the | 


house. The official organ, by its personal abuse of the 
senators, and repeated calumuy of the body, did more 
than give the intimation alluded to. Did not the Globe 
say of the senate that “its dignity” was “impaired”— 
“iis character for grave consider iuon gone”—ihat “its 
justice” was “‘doubied,” and its power to harin by its 
most marked censure “contemued and derided?” Yes, 
sir, this was the language held by the presideni’s offi- 
cial press towards the American senate, and yet that 
same press now has the effrontery todeny that it ever 
intima‘ed that the senate was a useless body. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in pursuing the individualslanders 
of the Globe, I have digressed a little from my promise 
to show that the government press also does a “whiole- 
sale slander business,” and throws its poisoned shafts 
at masses of men—yes, sir, at the great body of the 
people themselves. 1 beg leave now to read that part of 
the article from the government press which I before 
alluded to, annot.nciag the result of the senatorial elec- 
tion then recently held in Ohio. Referring to the dis- 
trict which I have the honor to represent in this body, 
the presiden’’s cflicial organ says: as 

“The bank held immense power in his [my] district, 
and exerted its moneyed influence in aid ot the federal 
party, which has stronger _hold in that quarter than in 
any other part of Ohio. It succeeded by a small ma- 
jority in electing Mr. Bond the collector of its bonds 


there. He may be looked upon as the representative ot | 


reprieved debtors.” 


After the vile slanders which the government press 
has wantonly heaped upon many of the most eminent 
and justly distinguished public men of the country, 
Mr. b. said an humble individual like himself should 

not complain, but rather feel honored that he was no- 
ticed. For himse!f, personally, he would say nothing; 
but for his district—lis constituents—for the people, who 
had honored him with their confidence, and made him 
their representative here, he had much say. He could 
not, perhaps, express all the just indignation that he 
felt. My constituents, (said Mr Bond,) in every trai! 
of charac‘er which car justly ennoble man, are_not 
second to those of any member of this house. With 
God's mercy, and their own right arm, they have been 
the builders of their own fortunes. In every sense, 
they are virtuous, intelligent, and independent freemen 
—‘who know their rights, and, knowing, dare maintain 
them.” They love their country, ard revere its consti- 
tution; but they have never yet “bowed the knee te 
Baal;” and beeause they will not, the editor of this vile 
press, bloa‘ed and aeolian with gr vernment patronage, 
stigmatizes them as “reprieved debtors.” Mr. Speaker. 
should this “hired scribbler,” Francis P. Biair, ever ven- 
ture into that district, I do not believe that the people, 
whom he has thus basely slandered, would consent to 
defile their ha:ds by touching him; but they would cast 
upon him a scornful aud withering look of honest and 
‘Just indignation, which would give to his visage a more 


cadaverous aspect than it even now has. But whois 
this man whv thus impudenily arrays himself against 
the peoples Why, sir, he is himself a “reprieved debtor” 
of the very bank which_he is every day reviling. Do 
gentlemen require proof? The files of this house fur- 
nish it. A paper reported or filed by one of the com- 
mittees of this house shows that this same Francis P. 





a press which is thus basely | 


Blair, who was brought here from Frankfort, in the 
state of Kentucky, owed the Bank of the United States 
the sum of $20,744 36. It is true that only a part of 
this sum was his own debt; nevertheless, on his own 
account, and as security for others, he was debtor to 
that bank, en the 30th day of November, 1830, for the 
whole amount ot the sum which I haye mentioned. Did 
he pay it? No, sir. Does he yetowe it? No,sir. How 
was he dischargea? He compromised, if the terms on 
which he was released are justly entitled to be called a 
compromise. What were those terms? Why he held 
a clerk’s fee bill, amounting to $37 42, and a note on a 
gentleman by the name of Gratz for $20, say, together, 
$237 42, which he gave up to the bank, and was re- 
eased from $20,744 36! Now, sir, ! think Francis P. 
Blair may justly be calied a ‘ reprieved debtor.” 

Such a settlement proves that Blair was utterly insol- 
vent at the close of the year 1830. If his insulvency 
was occasioned by misfortune, he should be pitied rather 
than condemned on thataccount. Of the circumstan- 
ces of his failure I am ignorant. I refer to his insol- 
vency for whatI esteem a bonpeetty jes purpose in this 
debate. We find him brought to Washing’on in 1831, 
and employed as the publisher or editor of the Globe, 
which is made the government press. We soon see 
streams of patronage flowing in upon him from all the 


space of time we sce him living and entertaining ex- 
pensively, and going all the rounds of the court society 
at Washington. If Mr. Blair had no connexion wit 
this government patronage, he might do all this, and 
no man would be justified in alluding to or commenting 
on it. Itis the high prerogative of every freeman to 
do with his own as he pleases. But, Mr. Speaker, the 
sudden change in the fortunes of Mr. Blair, connected 
as he is with executive patronage, his single leap from 
insolvency to wealth, impel me to inquire if “there is 
not something rotten in Denmark?” Upon the whole, 
sir, I think his case most strongly illustrates the neces- 
sity of passing the resolution now under considera‘ion, 
and, if possible, making a total separation of the news- 
paper press from the government. 

At A paring if this shall be found impracticable, we 
can at least destroy the pet system of exclusive favor- 
itism, by inviting competition, and giving the contract 
‘to the lowest bidder,” as the reforming report of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Cambreleng) and his 
friends induced the people to believe would be done. 
| When the retrenchment resolutions, which produced 
| the tamous report already mentioned, were under con- 
sideration, the friends of the then administration de- 
nied the existence of any abuse, but invited investiga- 











| Now, however, when the reformers are in power, and 
an investigation is proposed, they admit the existence 
of the evils referred to in the resoiution, but resist the in- 
quiry, because, as they allege, the abuse cannot be cor- 
rected! 

The gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Cushman) 
may deem this end impraciicable. I do not. I would 
rather follow the example of the gallant colonel Miller, 
(of the gentleman’s own state,) who, when ordered 
/on a pettous service on the Niagara frontier, during the 
war of 1812, did not say it was impracticable, but said 
“Pll try, sir,” tothe commanding general. He did try; 
and he succeeded. The achievement not only render- 
ed essential service at this crisis, but honored his coun- 
try’s arms, and eleva’ed his own fame! 

In the attempt which the resolution under considera- 
tion proposes, no danger awaits us, but a great civi) 
triumph may be obtained by it. I invite the gentleman 
from New Bocumakien to adopt the words of his gallant 
statesman, and, instead of thinking it “impracticable,” 
let him say “Pil try.” 

But, sir, we have been greatly disappointed in the 
failure of this promised reform in many other respects 
besides that which regarded the public printing and the 
‘executive patronage of the press. And, to establish 











| this, I will state briefly a few items, contrasting the pre- 


cept with the practice of the reformers. Imitating the 
example found in the report already alluded to, I may 
be best understood by a division of the subject into a 
few prominent heads. But, in the language of that re- 
port, lam “far from thinking T shall now exhaust the 
subject;” I shall “have only opened it.” I pretend to 
nothing more “at this time than to lay the foundation 
of a system, to be fellowed up and completed hereafier” 
by the people. 

The prolonged sessions of congress formed a conspi- 
cuous chapter in the book of reform. The committee 
denounced the usage as “one of the most serious evils 
attending the national legislation of the country;” and, 
by way of correcting it, recommended “that the com- 
pensation of the members, during the first session of 
each congress, be reduced to two dollars per day from 
and afier the first Monday in April, if congress should 
sit beyond that time. This was the precept; now for 
‘he practice. The sessions of congress, so far from 
being shortened, have been prolonged, no remedy ap- 
plied, and the people of the country ought to know that 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) so 
early as March, 1830, when an attempt was made to 





carry into effect the remedy proposed in the report of 


executive departments. The extent and character of 
this patronage I have before alluded to. In a brief 


‘tion, and the resolutiuns passed almost unanimously. | 


the committee of which he was a member, by reducin 
the pay of members, did himself actually resist ay 
vote againt the meusure. 

The report alleged that abuses had “taken place 
from the various and arbitrary manner in which niem- 
bers estimated their mileage.” This abuse was ascer- 
tained to have been practised by the reformers themsel- 
ves; and they have continued the practice withvut any 
restraint. I will give you, sir, an illustration, which may 
not be thought inappropriate. Tn the days of promised 
reform, the two senators frum the state of Missouri dif- 
fered in politics; one of them, the great reformer, Mr. 
Benton; the oiher, Mr. Barton, who thought the pro- 
mised reform was a mere humbug. The first session 
of the twentieth congress commenced the 3d of Decem- 
ber, 1827, and ended on the 26th of May, 1828. 
These gen:lemen severally attended the whole session; 
their per diem allowance was 1,400 dollars each, being 
175 days, at 8 dollars per day; but for mileage, reckon- 
ing 8 dollars for every twenty miles, Mr. Barton charg- 
i ¢ $939 20, whilst Mr. Benton charged $1,344 66. 
Mr. Barton charged lis mileage by the great mail] 
route, over land; but Mr. Benton, who was railing out 
and condemning all abuses, counted his miles by all 
the crooks and turns and tortuous windings of the Mis- 
sissippi and Ohio rivers? Mr. Barton was left at home 
because he did not believe in the propriety of professing 
one thing and practising another; and Mr. Benton was 
retained to correct abuses and carry out the great prin- 
ciples of his report on executive patronage. Ten years 
have intervened since the session of congress just re- 
ferred to; the report sleeps unheeded, and, in the mean 
time, Mr. Benton continues to count his miles every 
year by the way of the river, « hich has given him up- 
wards of 4,000 dollars more than Mr. Barton fel: au- 
thorized to.charge uncer the same law. 

Another precept. The committee reported that “ihe 
privilege of newpapers to the members ought to be 
abrogated;” and “that the practice too often indulged 
in by the house of voting to themselves copies of buoks.”’ 
vught to be discontir. ved. The privilege and practice 
continue, and without restraint. 

Precept. Tlie contingent expenses of this honse were 
reported to be extravagant. During the year 1823, the 
last of Mr. Adams’ administration, they amounted to 
80,000 dollars. 

Practice. During the year 1836, the last year of the 
Jackson reform adminis:ration, this item was 200,060 
dollars! And, during the year 1837, being the first 
year of the “successor,” who promised to “tread in the 
footsteps of his illustrious predecessor,” these expenses 
are 210,000 dollar-! This must be the “magieian’s 
way” of working the rule of reduction—it was cer- 
tainly un!:nown to old Thomas Dilworth. 

Precept. The committee, of which, I again repeat, 
the gentleman from New Y:rk (Mr. Cambreleng) was 
a member, reported that they had obtained information 
| by which they were satisfied “that by a judicious sys- 
tem of reform, instituted by the executive officers them- 
selves, at least one-third of the (then) present number 
of clerks in the departments might be reduced with 
safety to the public interest.” 

Practice. The number of clerks has not been re- 
duced in any one of the departments, but, on the con- 
trary, there has been a considerable increase. I will 
prove it. The state department, in the year 1828, in- 
cluded the patent office, and the whole number of 
clerks was sixteen: the salary and compensation of the 
secretary and ail his clerks and messengers, amounted 
to 27,750 dollars. 

The whole number of clerks now employed in the 
state department and the patent office is fortv. The 
joint salaries and compensation amount to $56.515!!! 

The patent office, in 1828, was managed by a super- 
intendent, with a salary of 1.500 dollars, and two 
clerks and a messenger, whose joint compensation was 
3,700 dollars. Jt is now under the charge of one of the 
reformers; the title of “superintendent” is exchanged 
for that of “commissioner;” and with the change of 
title comes the change of salary from 1,500 dollars to 
3,000 dollars! The number of clerks is increased from 
two to twenty-four, and the compenration trom J,&00 
dollars to 21,000 dollars; andynot content with one mes- 
senger, and his old salary of 400 dollars, they provice 
a salary of 840 dollars for messenger, and then give him 
an assistant, to whom is also paid 15 dollars per month. 

The secretary of the treasury, in the year 1882, em- 
ploved eight clerks and two messenger. His salary, 
and the compensation of the clerks and messengers, 
amounted to 18,600 dollars. 


The present secretary of that department (and he 
was taken from the body of reformers. who made pro- 
clamation from the senate chamber) employs fifteen 
clerks and two messengers. Hissalary, andtheir com- 
nsation, amount to $27,100!! A similar result will 
found in comparing tne present with the former 
state of the several subdivisions of the treasury depart- 
ment. But, by way of “introducing economy and des- 
patch in the treasury department.” the committee pro- 
posed to “simplify the forms of business, and to reor- 
ganize its subordinate branches, so as to dispense with 
one-fourth, if not one-third, of the officcrs in the trea- 
sury.” Now, sir, no reorganization of the department 
has yet been attempted. Instead of reducing, they 
have increased the number of officers; and the forms of 
business, under the new mode of simplifying, have _be- 
come so complicated, that the gentleman from New 
New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) now chairman of the 
committee of ways and means, declared here, during 
the last special session, that, after fifteen years’ expe- 





rience as a member of this house, he found it difficult 
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to un Jerstand these treasury accounts, and the manner ; The president’s name now is not even written by his 


iq waich the secretary’s annual report on the finances | proxy, as it should be, but is written by some clerk in 
the land office, and the whole service of the proxy or 

Next, as tothe war department. In 1323, the secre- | agent consists in his writing his own name! For this 
tary of war employed a chief, clerk. besides seventeen | he is paid $1,500 per annum! The place is held by one 
clerks and two messengers. His salary, and their com- | of the ! 

nsation, anrounted to $23,650. The business of In- | increasing the presideni’s salary. ‘The compensa‘ion is 
too high, under anv circumstances. Fora service re- 
the secretary of that department employs, inclusive of | quiring neither skill nor talent, and employing a very 
the Indian business, about 46 clerks, besides messen- | small portion of this young gentleman’s tune, he re- 
ceives a higher salary than many of the governors and 
other high officers in the several states do! 


TF stated !! 





dian affairs was then managed by him also. In 1833, 


gers. The joint salaries and compersation of the whole 
amount to $63,810. 

In 1828, we hear nothing of a commanding general’s 
office, with its clerk and messenger. 

In 1833, the commanding general is allowed a clerk 
at $1,200, and a messenger at $600 per year. 

In 1323, the adjutant general’s office employed three 
clerks, whose jeint compensation was $2,959. 

In 1838, the adjutant general employs seven clerks 
and a messenger, whose joint compensation is $8,225. 

In 1823, the paymaster general emploved three clerks, 
whose united compensation was $3,900. 

In 1833, the salary of the same number of clerks is 
§4.290. hesides the messenger’s salary. 

In 1828, I have been unable to discover any allow- 
ance for clerks to the quartermaster general. 

In 1833, that officer employs in the office at Washing- 
ton seven clerks, whose united compensation is $7,300. 

In 1823, the ordinance office employed three clerks, 
whose joint salary was $2,959. 

In 1333, the ordinance office employs nine clerks, be- 
sides a messenger, and their aggregate compensation 
is $9,225. 

In 1828, the subsistence department employed jour 
clerks, whose joint compensation was $2,950. 

In 1333, the subsistence department employs four 
clerks, and a messsenger, whose joint compensation 
is $5.880. 

In 1328, the surgeon gencral was allowed a clerk, at 
$1.150 per year. 

In 1333, the surgeon genera’ is allowed a clerk, at 
$1,266 and a messenger, at $600 per year. 

In 1323, the business of [ndian affairs was discharged 
at the war department, by some one or two of the 
seventeen clerks which I first mentioned. 

In 1833, this Indian business appears to constitute a 
grand division. We now hear of the “Indian depart- 
ment,’ with a commissioner, whose salary is $3,000, 
a chief clerk, at $1,600, and eleven clerks, and two 
messengers, the joint compensation and salaries being | 
$19,400 

In 1328, there was one superinterdent of Indian af- 





fairs, who was paid $1,500 a year, twenty-one Indian | clerk hire. We find Mr. Dickerson not onlv employ- 


sonfan agent, 
nishing a convenient sojourn for a gentleman wishing to 
visit London. The duties of this place might well have 
been dixcharged by ordinary correspondence, but at all | 
events they are such as could jus‘lv be requiréd at the 
hands of our resident minister at London. It cannot 
be overlooked that Richard Rush was secretary of the 
treasury, and received the censure and con¢emnation 
of the retrenchment committee. And yet Mr. Rush 


debate on this floor: ““Whenever an office is to be fill- 
ed,” “even a zealous, cons‘ant, and faithful friend is 
compelled to yield to a mushroom apostate that may 


president’s sons, and it is an indirect mode of 


Another office specially created is that of the “Smith- 
* with a sa’ary of $3,000 a vear, and fur- 


was appointed to the office of the Smithsonian agent. 
I will leave it for others to apply what the chairman cf 
the committee on re'renchment said at that day, in 


have been purchased but yesterday.” 

Let us next compare the navv department. Mr. 
Southard, who was secretary of the navy in 1828, em- 
ployed in this department seven clerks, besides the 
chief clerk. The salary of the secretaty, and the com- 
pensation of the clerks and messengers. amounted to 
$17,250. The department has been held for many 
vears, and is still managed by Mr. Dickerson, who was 
a member of the committee, in the senate, from whom 
came that famous report on executive patronage, to 
which I first referred. He employs eight clerks besides 
the chief clerk; and his salary, with the compensation 
of his clerks and messengers, amounts to $18,850. And. 
at this very session, he demands more clerks, and an 
increase in the salary of some of those he already has. 

The committee censure Mr. secretarv Southard for 
unnecessary expense in subscription for newspapers 
for the department. . They specify under this head, 
$624 43 for three years. It now appears that Mr. secre- 
tary Dickerson has expended, for newspapers and 
frshionable hooks and li‘erature of the times, in one 
year, near $700; and. including similar expenses of the 
navv board, near $950. 

‘The committee also condemn the practice of extra 


novice was urged, and she gently whispered the words 
“bouger” and “fouter.”. The Abbess, in her dis're:s, 
turned casuist, and said they were only a venial cr 
slight sin, which might be divided; and by taking half, 
amd leaving the rest, or by taking it all, and amicah’y 
halving it betwixt yourself and another person, would 
hecome diluted into no sin at all! Therefore, my dear 
daughter, continued the Abbess, I will say bou, and 
thou shalt say ger; and thou shalt say fou, and I will 
say fer. Accordingly, the Abbess giving the pitch note 
on hou, Margaretta responded ger; Marvaretta contin- 
ued with fou, and the Abbess drawled out ter; but still 
the mules stood. They do not understand us, cried 
Margaretta; but the devil does, said the Abbess. And, 
I think, Mr. speaker, that these reforming secre aries 
will find that they are understood in their patent mode 
of reform, and, particularly, that the people will no: be 
gulled into the approval of an unauthorized expendi- 
ture by dividing its amount among the depar:ments. 
By this time, I think it is apparent that the duty de- 
volves on the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Cam- 
breleng,) not only to account for his voting against the 
measure in regard to the compensation of members, 
but also whv it is that “a judicious system ot reform” 
has not been instituted by his friends; “the executive 
officers themselves,” whereby the country might rea- 
lize what was promised by the gentleman’s report—‘‘a 
reduction of one-third of the number of clerks in the 
several departments, with safety to the public interest.” 
We will now look tothe post office department. The 
general post office, as it was then called, had the good 
fortune not only to escape the censure, but to enlist the 
praise, of that fault-finding era. I leave it for those who 
were familiar with the motives and political currents of 
that day, to account for this. The committee said of it 
—The efficiency of this branch of the public service 
is in a condition highly improved and improving.” My 
first remark on this is, that the post office department 
passed into the hands of general Jackson in a healthy 
and efficient state. A few, years, under his reform, 
reduced it to chaos and insolvency. The details of its 
mismanagement have been long since proved. The 
evidence is on file here and in the senate, with the te- 
ports of the several committees appointed to investigate 
its abuses. I refer gentlemen to the files, and will not 
dwell on the various abuses which were designated and 
established. Their enormity, coupled with the fact of 
the borrowing money on public account by the post- 
master general, without law or authority, alarmed the 
country. But bad as all this was, and used, as the pe- 
cuniary patronage had been, to confer personal bene- 
fits on favorites, until the disorder and insolvency of the 





agen's, twenty-eight sub-agents, and thirty-nine inter- | ing three extra clerks, but, what is far more dangerous, 


pre’ers, 


paying extra hire to one of the regular clerks in the 


In 1333, we find four “superintendents of Indian af- | department, enjoying, at the time, a salary of $1.760, 
fairs,” with salaries of $1,500 each per year; siz “‘su- | but to whom is paid. “for extra service as clerk,” the 
perintendents of emigration” with salaries of $2,000 | further sum of $429 67. making his salary $2,189 67. 
each per year; éer “Indian agents,” with salaries of | Is not this a ready mode of providing for a fav rite? 


$1,500) each per vear; fourteen “Indian sub-agents,” | 


The committee also specify the sum of $466 86, as 


with salaries of $750 per vear; thirty-three ‘‘commussion- | paid by_ the navy department. in three years, for print- 
ers and special agents,” who are paid from $5 to $8 | ing. and condemn it as extravagant. 


day, and from $1.500 to $3099 per vear; fifteen “‘con- | 
ducting and enrolling agents,” at $3, $4, and $5 per | 
day; two “conductors of exploring parties,” at $3 and | 
$5 per day; two “valuing agents,” at $4 each per day; 
eight “collecting agents,” at $250 per day each; two 
“issuing agents,’ at $1 per day each; one “disbursing 
agent,” at $5 per day; strleen “assistant agents,” at $3 
and $4 per day, and from $500 to $1,200 each per year; 
thirty-one “interpreers at agencies,” at $300 each per 
year; fourteen “interpre‘ers in the emigration of In. 
dians,” at $2 59 and $3 per day each; fifteen ‘“physi- 
cians,” at salaries varying from $3, $5, and $6 a » 
to $34 per month; eleven “clerks,” (other than those in 
the office at Washington,) at salanes varying from $3 
and $5 per day to $40 and $50 per month, and $300 
and $1,000 per year; fifty-three “blacksmiths,” with sal- 
aries varying from $210 to $60 per year; twenty “far- 
mers and assistants,” at2 3, 5 and $600 per year; 
eighteen “teachers,” with various salaries, from $500 to 
$30) per year; five “millers.” with salaries of $500 and 
$600; one “surveyor,” at $8 per day; the whole con- 
cluding with five ‘miscellaneous agents,” with salaries 
of $1 per day, and $690 per year. 

But even thisis not all. The commissioner of Indian 
affairs says the list given by him inthe Blue Book is not 
“ccura'e or complete. He leaves room to add or aller. 
Here, indeed, is adisplay of patronage! Ought we not 
to be astonished to find this state of things, under an 
adininistration whose friends professed to be shocked at 
a multiplication of offizes, and re-published, in the re- 
port of this house in 1823, the warning of that chief 
magistrate, whosaid: “Consider ng the general tenden- 
Cy to multiply offices and dependencies, and to increase ex- 
pense to the ultimate term of burden which the citizen 
can bear, it behooves us to avail ourselves of every oc- 
casion which presents itself for taking off the sur- 
charze.” [tis appropriate, too, now, to refer gentle- 





men to the censure which that report cast on the secre- 
tary of war in 1823, for paying $753 for additional clerk 
ire in the business of Indian affairs. 

Mr. B. said he was here temp’ed to name one or two 
offices in particular, which see:n to have been created 
for special favorites: one of them under the law author- 
izing the president to sign land pvents by an agent, 
instead of doing it as heretufore.in person. If he could 
not find time to do this duty, as Mr. Adams and all his 
predecessors did, then it would have been better to dis- 
pense with the signature altogether, as you have done 
with that of the commissioner of the general land office. 





The Blue Book of 1837 shows the navy department, 
under the reformer, Mr. Dickersen, to have paid $9,- 
558 22 for printing in two years! 

The committee also renorted that a “considerable 
sum varying from 100 to $200 was annually exnended 
bv the secretary of the navy in the purchase of books 
for his office, most of them having no appropriate rela- 
tion to the naval se:vice of the country, such as re- 
views. magazines, and other periodical publications, 
and the fashionable literature of the day.” This usage 
was, of course, to be abolished. Has it been? I beg 
leave to read a fewitems from Mr. secretary Dicker- 
son’s contingent expense recount tor 1837. 

2d volume Repertory of Patent Inventions, $8 00 


21 do Southern Literary Messenger, - 5 00 
One-fourth of Audubon’s Birds, - = 165 00 
Audubon’s Birds, — - : - ° - §500 
No. 1, Indian Biosraphy, tee ingen ag 
North American Review, : : - 500 
No. 4, Indian Biography, i ef 
One No. of American Scenery, -— - 75 


$250 75 

Here is a display of the “fashionable literature” in 
which Mr. secretary Dickerson indulges himself and 
his clerks, at the public expense. I wishthe gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) who aided in con- 
cocting the report from which I have just quoted, would 
inform us “what appropriate relation” the books and re- 
views just mentioned have “to the naval service?” 
But, what means the item “one-fourth of Audubon’s 
Birds?” Why, sir, I understand that neither of the 
fonr secretaries being “willing “to take the responsi- 
bility,” “as a unit” they agreed to divide it! The cost 
to the people is the same; it all comes from the “public 
coffers.” And the mode of doing the thing proves that 
the secretaries felt that its expediency and propriety, 
were questionable. Ihave read somewhere, perhapsin 
Sterne’s works, an incident which most happily illus- 
trates this transac’ion. As [I recollect the story, the 
Abbess of Andouillets, and Margaretta, a novice, made 
a little journey together, in a vehicle drawn by mules. 
As the evening approached, they were deserted by 
their mule‘eer, when ascending a hill. The mules pre- 
sently became stubborn, and stopped. The travellers 
were greatly alarmed, and, in their dilemm», the novice 
said that there were two certain words which, she had 
been told, would force these animals on the moment 


they heard them; but then the words were sinful. The 





department became apparent, still the political uses 
which had been made of the appointing jyatronage were 
not disclosed, and now never will be. The present 
pos'mas'er general, Amos Kendall, tells us in his ac- 
count of the late destruction of that department by fire, 
that all the books, papers, and files othe department 
were saved, except the “files” of the “appointment of- 
' fice,” and that these were destroyed! = 

In the first six vears of general Jackson’s adminis- 
tration, about 1,300 postmasters were removed from 
office, and, in most of the cases, without the assign- 
ment of any cause. When certain members of the 
committees of the senate and house, appointed, in 
1333-'4, to investigate the abuses of that department, 
attempted to get at the files and correspondence of this 
“appuintment office,” with a view to ascertain and re- 
port whether the reasons for these removals were 
prompted by high and jnst public considerations, or by 
mere political expediency, they were denied the right 
by the head of the department and by the friends of 
the administration, who composed a majority on one 
of these commi'tees! Was not this inquiry just? I re- 

er you, sir, to Mr. Benton’s famous report and bill pro- 
viding tor the disclosure of reasons in case of removal 
| from office. I refer you, Mr. Speaker, to your own re- 
| marks, and to those of your friends, in the debate on 
| Mr. Saunders’s resolution, which I have already quoted. 
But, above all, I refer you to the remarks of the illus- 
trious Madison, unrivalled as he was in the knowledge 
of the letter and spirit of our constitution and laws, 
and in purity and ‘honesty of purpose. As early as 
1739, in the memorable debate on the power of the 
executive to remove from office, he not only denied the 
right to exercise this power capriciously, and without 
assigning adequate reasons, but he thought it would be 
such a bold assumption of lawless power, that he thus 
expressed himself: “J own it as an abuse of power 
which exceeds my imagination, and of which I can 
form no rational conception.” 


But when Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Benton (both of 
whom were on the committee which reported the bill 
to prevent the abuse of this patronage of appointment) 
caine into power, they changed their tone, if not their 
principles. Removals from office immediately fullow- 
ed, and they deny any obligation to assign reasons! Is 
it not strange, too, nay, is it not mysterious, that, in the 
conflagration of the post office, the only papers and 
fi'es destroved should be those relating to the exercise, 
if not the abuse, of the power of removal from office— 
the very papers which the postmaster general refus- 
ed to suffer the committees of investigation to ex- 
anne? 

I said Mr. Van Buren changed his tone on this sub- 
iect I will at once prove it. The journal of the sen- 
‘ate shows that he was one of the select committee who 
reported the bill already referred to. He entered the of- 





general Jackson's administration. One of his first offi- 
cial acts was the removal of a meritorious clerk from 
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his office in that depar.ment, and a positive refusal to 
assign any reason Ie zw! The gentleman removed is 
now a member of this house, (Mr. Slade, of Vermont,) 
and the voice of the people has sustained him whom 
the despotism of executive patronage sought to destroy. 

The manner in which tnis patronage is abused, and 
the readiness and almost telegraphic despatch with 
which the wiresof party machinery are felt throughout 
and from the most distant parts of the union, may be 
imagined aftcr reading this laconic note, written by Mr. 
Van Buren, soon after entering on the duties of secre- 
tary of state, to a gentleman in Louisiana: 

Washington, April 20, 1829. 

My dear sir: I have the honor of acknowledging the 
receipt of your letter of the 21st ult. and of informing 
you that the remevals and appointments you recom- 
mended were made on the day your letter wasreceived. 

“With respect, your friend, &c. 
“M. Van Buren.” 

And, so far from being willing to reduce the number 
of clerks in his department, as the people were induced 
to believe would be done, Mr. Van Buren, when called 
on for that purpose, saw the whole affair through a new 
medium, and repl:ed: “My opinion is, that there can be 
no reduction in the number of officers einployed in the 
department, (of state,) without detriment to the public 
interest!!” And yet the retrenchment committee, when 
Mr. Ciay was in that department, reported “that they 
felt satisfied that, nad the officer at its head concurred 
with them in the opinion, they might have presented a 
plan for not only a gradual reduction of the number of 
clerks, but for an actual increase in the efficiency of 
their labors.” 

But other discrepancies between the profession and 
practice of these reformers remain to be noticed. It 
will be found that the report of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) and his friends, con- 
demned “the practice iniroduced by the secretaries of 
the departments, of sending the reports of their clerks 
or heads of bureaus, instead of condensing them, and 
making them substantially their own communication.” 
This practice, if bad, has never been corrected, but is 
daily indulged in by all the departments, as the an- 
swers to the calls and resolutions of this house abun- 
dantly show. But a still more remarkable commentary 
fullows. When the department of war passed into the 
hands of John H. Eaton, a zealous reformer, he, too, 
was called upon to carry out his retrenchment system, 
and reduce the number of his clerks, in fulfilment of 
the public expectation, which he and others had exci- 
ted. To the surprise of all, he referred the subject to 
the clerks themselves! and here, sir, is his reply: 

“War Department, Jan, 27, 1830. 

“Sir: I have the honor tolay before you reports from 
the several bureaus connected with the war department, 
on the subject of a resolution of the 5th inst. referred to 
me by the committee on retrenchment. 


Respectfully, ay ie tela 


Charles A. Wickliffe, Esq. : 

These bureaus, so tar from agreeing to part with any 
of their escutcheor.s, actually asked for an additional 
supply! ‘Thus ended that farce! 

Another precept.—This retrenchment report alleged 
that our diplomatic relations and foreign intercourse 
were unnecessarily expensive, and recommended ‘a 
fixed appropriation for the contingencies of each mis- 
sion,” “In no case exceeding $600, (annually,) to cover 
the expenses of stationery, postage, office, clerk, hire, 
and all other contingencies whatsvever.” 

Let us see the practice. Andrew Stevenson, our 
minister at London, is allowed for these contingencies, 


a convenient mode of sending favorites abroad to tra- 
vel for their pleasure, health, or instruction, out of the 
public coffers.” 

Practice. ‘The President and his secretary of state, 
both Jackson-reformers, now take a favorite clerk of 
the state department, whose salary at the time was at 
the rate of $1,760 per year, send him as bearer of des- 
patches to Mexico, and, for about three months’ ser- 
vice, pay him $1,212 88, and suffer him also to draw 
his clerk’s salary for the period of his absence! For 
this I refer you to the case of Robt. Greenhow, who is 
the translating clerk of that departmen:; all the facts of 
the case being stated in the reports of the secretary. He 
excuses this transaction, by saying that the translations 
which were required during Mr. Geenhow’s absence 
were made at his expense. It might be well to inquire 
whether any translations were required during that pe- 
riod, and why also it would not have been quite as well 
to discontinue the salary for the time, and let the go- 
vernment pay for any translations which were needed. 
But do we not here distinctly realize what the retrench- 
ment report condemned in these words: “ that an ac- 
ual incumbent is considered to have such a sort of 
property in the office as to enable him to farm out its 
duties, and to receive a part of its revenues for doing 
nothing?” 

Another illustration of this “convenient mode of 
sending favorites abroad,” ‘out of the public coffers,” 
is found in the same list of contingent expenses of fo- 
reign intercourse. I allude to the case of Mr. Charles 
Biddle, who, when nominated by general Jackson for 
a judgeship in Florida, was rejected by the senate. 

After this rejection Mr. Biddle, was despatched by 
the executive to Central America and New Grenada. 
What service he rendered we know not; but it appears 
that for this mission an allowance of $7,122 95 has been 
made. Mr. Charles Biddle is the same gentleman who 
had a controversy with Mr. senator Grundy, in which 
the devotion of the latter to general Jackson was ques- 
tioned. We learn by one of the printed documents, 
occasioned by that dispute, that the senator, for the pur- 
0se of proving himself to be what is called a “ whole 

og Jackson-man,” said he “had swallowed the heg 
not only whole, but wrong end foremost, taking the 
bristles against the grain; and had gone for all general 
Jackson’s bob-tail nominations, even to Charles Bidd!e.” 

You may remember, Mr. Speaker, that great fault 
was found with Mr. Clay for an allowance to John H. 
Pieasants, who was employed as bearer of despatches, 
and sat out on his voyage, but, being taken ill, was 
obliged to abandon it, though he caused his despatches 
to be safely delivered. In the account, which Iam now 
examining, we find the sum of $1,522 72, paid by Mr. 
Forsyth, the secretary of state, to Eleazer Early, sent 
with despatches for our charge d’affaires at Bogota, but 
which were never delivered. The sickness of Mr. 
Pleasants furnished no palliation, in the minds of the 
reformers, for the payment made to him, though he 
caused his despatches to be safely delivered. Yet these 
same genilemen find ample pretext in the alleged ship- 
wreck of Mr. Early, to pa fim $311 35 for expenses, 
$527 37 for clothing, bedding, and books, lost or aban- 
doned by him, and $714 for one hundred and nineteen 


spatches were never deliverec!! 

At this same time, too, Mr. Early appears to have 
been receiving a salary of $1,500 a year as librarian of 
the house of representatives!!| It would seem that Mr. 
secretary Forsyth is not a stranger to this “convenient 
moue of sending favorites abroad, to travel for their plea- 
sure, health, or instruction, out of the public coflers.” 

I also find that $2,515 are charged for contingent ex- 





including “presents to the menial officers and servants of 
the court, and others, on his presentation, and at Christ- 
nas,” $2,093 56, in the space of about a year! The 
like expenses of nearly all our other foreign missions 
are in correspondent ratio. if 
Profession. he grade of our foreign ministers was 
to be reduced in some instances, especially that at 
Madrid, to a charge, with a salary of $4,500. 
Practice—A minister plenipotentiary has been kept 
at Madrid canstantly, and John H. Eaton is now there 
on a salary of $9,000, having also received his outfit of 





the saine amount. And during the iast session of con- 
gress an attempt was made to increase the salaries of | 
all our foreign ministers!! Who could have anticipated | 
this from an administration that prociaimed on this 
fluor, (at least one of its most powerful and influeutial 
supporters, the late Mr. Randolph, who joined in the 
ery of retrenchment here proclaimed, end what he 
said received the full approbation of “ithe party:”) 

*So long as members of congress, and not of this 
house only or chiefly, will bow, aid cringe, and duck, 
and fawn, and get out of the way ata pinching vote, 
or lend a helping hand, at a pinceing vote, to obsaii these | 
places, I never will consent to enlarge the salary at- 
tached to them. We are told that they live at Si. Peters- 
burgh and London, and that living there is very expen- 
sive. Well, sir. who sent them there? Were they im- 

ressed, sii? Were they taken by a_press-gang on 
Tower-hill, knocked down, hand-cufled, chucked on 
board a tender, and told that they must take the pay 
and rations which his majesty was pleased to allow?” 

Now | appeal to you, Mr. peaker, if the moral ap- 
plication of these remarks has not been justly felt “in 
congress and not in this house only or chiefly,” under 
the retrenchment and reform administration? 

Another precept of the reforming report.—The commit- 
tee thought the mode of *appoinung and compensating 
bearers of despatches liable to strong objections, prone 
to degenerate into a species of favoritism litle short of 








pag William T. Barry, late minister to Spain. 
Yow, sir, itis well known that Mr. Barry never reach- 


led Spain, but died on his way there. He, of course, 


received the usual salary and outfit; and [ am at a loss 
to know what contingent expenses, incurred by him, 
could just'y be charged to the United Siates. 

There appears, also, to have been paid to John R. 


Clay, in 1836, $3,381 41, as “cumpensation for certain 


diplomatic services.” This gentleman, at that time, 
held the place of secretary of legation at St. Peters- 
burgh, with a saiary of $2,000 a year, and the payment 
to him of the further sutn of $3,381 41 may be jusily 
questioned. 

Other items, indicative of extravagance or favoritism, 
may be seen in this contingent expense account ot fo- 
reign missions, but I will not stop to specify them. 


t will also be found that, in the days of this “search- | 


days compensation, at $6 per day, though his de-' 





ing operation” and “yeform,” the standing committees | 


of this house on the expenditures of the several depart- 
ments attended to their vocation. But, very soon after 
general Jackson came into power, these commiitees 
becume 60 munch a matter of mere form that the chair- 
man of one of them declared here, during the last con- 
gress, he had never even thought it worth his while to 
convene his committee, and he appeared quite surprised, 
or at all evenis amused, that any inquiry was expected 
to be made in regard to the expenses of these depart- 
ments!! This state of things forms a strong contrast with 
the report made here in April, 1828, by Mr. Blair, of Ten- 
nessee, chairman of the committee on public accounts 
and expenditures in the state department. He, you 
know, Mr. Speaker, was a Jackson reformer; like tae 
select committee, he found every thing wrong, and pro- 
mised to correct it. The purchase of books, the em- 
ployment of a librarian, and many other things, were 
censured—even the right to purchase a print or hkeness 
of general Washington, to be suspended in the depart- 
ment, was questioned. How stands the matter now? 


Why, large sums of money are yearly expended for the 





library of the state depar'ment, and many books pur 
chased, which are certainly unnecessary. a 

Besides the purchase of books, periodicals, and newe. 
papers, made for this department by its disbursing agent 
at home, there was expended in London, during |a; 
year, for similar objects, nearly $500. librarian is 
employed, at a salary of $2,540, equal to that paid to the 
librarian of the great public library of congress. All 
this too, sir, under the auspices, of ntlemen who said 
that this part of the expenses ‘of that department wag 
censurable, and ought to be dispensed with, as all the 
officers of the governinent could well avail themselves 
of the public library at the capitol. But, Mr. Speake; 
the times changed, and Mr. Van Buren and Mr. F or. 
syth changed with them. The state department is now 
laid off into grand divisions. When Mr. Clay had 
charge of it, the Blue Book exhibited a list of a dozen 
names, all under the head of clerks. One of these aczeq 
as translator for the department, and his salary wag 
$1,150; another paid out the funds, and was charged 
with the contingent expense accounts, and he received 
$1,150 a year. How soon is all this simplicity and 
economy forgotten! The Blue Book of last year divides 
this department into a “diplomatic bureau,” a “ consy. 
lar bureau,” a “home bureau,” a “translator,” whose 
salary is $1,760, a “disbursing agent,” whose salary jg 
$1,595, a “librarian,” whose salary is $1,540, a “keep. 
er of the archives,” whose salary is $1,540, and gives 
one man $960 a year for “ packing, filing, arranging, 
and preserving newspapers and printed documents.” 
This is done by that boasted “democratic party” which 
affects such holy horror at any appearance of what 
they call “ aristocratic grandeur.” If the Turk, whose 
letters are found in Salmagundi, had seen this display 
of “ bureaus”’ in the state department, he would have 
teen better justified in his admiration at “the grand 
and magnificent scale on which these Americans trane- 
act their business.” But I have yet to add, that those 
who questioned the right of the state department to pur- 
chase a print of the immortal Washington have used 
the money of the people to buy prints of general Jack- 
son, and now of Martin Vau Buren, for almost every 
room in each of the departments!! ; 

Mr. Speaker, during this “searching operation” and 
capitous fault-finding, every petty expense of the several 
departments was looked upon with open censure. | 
well remember that an item of some few dollars, paid 
a laborer for destroying the grsss which was growing 
between the bricks of the paved walk leading to the 
tate department, was held up to public view as a piece 
of aristocratic extravagance. Now, sir, suppose I were 
to cite to you many similar and equally (if not more) 
objectionable charges in the present accounts of these 
departments—such as cash paid for clearing the snow 
off the pavements, so that Mr. Forsyth need not wet 
his feet; “$90 a quarter for labor,’ $54 for sundries,” 
“$16 for work,” without stating what labor or work 
It might have been for killing grass, or raising vegeia- 
bles for the secretary. ‘The term “sundries” may con- 
ceal the same things, and the curious might inquire 
what use was made of the fire-proof paint for which $78 
were paid by the secretary of state. But the money 
is well laid out, if it will preserve the edifice! And it 
is to be regretted that the secretary of the treasury and 
the postmaster general had not made similar purchases 
in time to save their respective buildings. Penknives 
and scissors, by the dozen and half dozen, are pur- 
chased by the secretary of state, who also pays a clerk 
to go to Baltimore to collect a draft. An item of $100 
paid by the secretary of the treasury for the transporta- 
tion of money; but how much money, or from whence, 
or where transported, we know not ‘This last charge 
isa kind of foretaste of the hardmoney sub-treasury 
system, by which, instead of transmitting the funds of 
the government by means of the cheap, safe, and rapid 
system of exchange, which prevailed before the banks 
were “debauched” by Mr. Kendall, the public money 
is now to be wagoned over the country at great expense 
and hazard, and always with delay. 

The late eminent and virtuous attorney-general Wil- 
liam Wirt, did not escape the censure of these indefati- 
gable reformers. He had rendered some professional 
services, in which the United S:ates were interested, 
but which were not such as his official station charged 
upon him. For this service an inconsiderable sum was 
paid to him, but its propriety was questioned. The 
salary of the attorney-general was then $3,500, and he 
was allowed $800 for a clerk. How stands the case 
now? The salary of Mr. Benjamin F. Butler, the pre- 
sent attorney-general, is $4,000, and in 1834 he was 
paid $4,150 19 for compensation, besides being allowed 
$1.300 for aclerk and messenger, and $500 for the con- 
tingent expenses of his office. The same additional 
allowance and charge, amounting together to $1,800, 
is made in 1835. Independent of ihe increased salary 
and the enlarged provision for a messenger, whence 
comes Mr. Butler's right to charge an excess of $150 19 
for compensation, besides $500 for contingent expenses? 
In the year 1836 we hear nothing of contingent ex- 
penses, but a provision of $1,407 1s made for his clerk 
and messenger, and for Mr. Butler’s compensation that 
rear he received $4,332, when his salary was only 
84.000. Why was this excess of $332 paid tohim? He 
appears to have been used asa sort of Caleb Quotem. 

e has been allowed to enjoy the salary of his own 
office and that of the secretary of war at one and the 
same time, being at the rate of $10,000 per year, pul- 
suing too his profession, and receiving its emolumen's. 
No wonder we see in him “the complying law officer 
of the crown.” When did he ever give an opinion 
contrary to the wish of the president, if he knew what 
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ee on . 

that was? Let me five an illustration. As the story is| general. Suppose we look at the statement of the con- 
told, when the Baltimore railroad was about to be lo- | tngent expenses of his office for the last year. Do you 
cated at its termination in this city, the saseeens con- | think we shall find any subscriptions for newspapers 
sulted Mr. Butler on some point as to this right o1 

under their charter. After full deliberation, his pro- | items: 


fessional opinion was obtained in writing. It happeaed| Southern Literary Messenger, - - $10 00 
that general Jackson felt some concern about the loca-| New York Journal of Commerce, - 10 00 
tion of this right of way, and he expressed an opinion Alleghany Democrat, - . ° 14 81 
on the same point, requiring a termination of the road,| Pennsylvanian, - : - : 8 00 
which the company did not wish, and which Mr. But-| Indian Biography, ——- - - 6 00 
ler had advised them they need not adopt. Gen. Jack-| Metropolitan Magazine, - - : 8 00 | 
son was furnished with the opinion of the attorney-| Three copies of the Daily Globe!!! - 30 00 
eneral; but, instead of yielding, he endorsed on it,; — Richmond Enquirer, - - - 5 00 


- Mr. Butler has not examined this case with his usual | Sundry others which | will not stop to name: the whole 
care; let this paper be referred back to him, with a! number being twenty or upwards, and the total of sub- 


t of way, | there ** paid for out of the treasury?” Listen to a few | 





copy of the charier, for his re-examination.” In due | scription within a small fraction of $200! He was 
time, sit, the attorney-general agrees with the presiden', | frightened at a pile of 16 newspapers, but he can now | 
and gives an opinion in conformity with that which | take 20 at a dose! Can it be possible that a man, who | 
general Jackson had expressed! After this, Mr. Speak- | came into office declaring, like the Pharisee of old, that | 
er, we need not be surprised at the absurd opinion of | “ he was not like other men,” and would even “ tithe, 
Mr. Butler, given as a foundation or justification for | mint, and cummin,” begins already to “neglect the | 
general Jackson to pocket the bill repealing the trea- | weightier matters of the law? What becomes of his 
sury circular, and which had passed both houses of inflated promise “to prove” that his “declarations had 
congress almost by acclamation, Nor, indeed, should | not been hullow pretences?” Of what value was his | 
we be astonished at any opinion of his, unless he | declaration, made in his letter before referred to, and | 
should have happened to give one different from what | in which he says, #*Vain I may be, proud I am, that | 
he supposed the presideat wanted. the president has given me an opportuni'y to aid him | 

I wish now, to make a few comments on the profes- | in proving that reform is not an empty sound, and is 
sions and practice of Mr. Amos Kendall, late fourth | not to apply merely to a change of men?” Why, sir, 1| 
auditor, and now posimaster general. This gentle- | quote as a reply to these questions his own words, in | 
man, you knew, sir, was an eleventh-hour Jackson | another passage of his own letter: * ‘The world well | 





——_ 





man. He, however, was among the first who got of- 
fice; and immediately after his ae a letter of 
his is published, in which, after holding himself and a 
few friends up as having been persecuted, he exclaims, 
“what has Heaven done? So disposed of events, as to 
make Barry postmaster general, and myself a more 
humble auditor”? As to Mr. Barry, no matter “what 
even:s” made him postmaster general, we know that | 
under his management that department was deranged 

and rendered insolvent! 

But now for this “humble auditor,” or, as from his | 
own question, he is sometimes called, “this Heaven- | 
born” Amos. If history doves him justice, it will be | 
found that he desired office under Mr. Clay, which, it 
not being in the power of the latter to provide, Mr. 
Kendall espoused the cause of generai Jackson. 

In this letter of Mr. Kendall, he says: 

“T feel bound by my obligatioas to my country, and 
by the pledges so often repeated by all the principal 
men of our party, to promote, with all my talents and 
judustry, the reforms which the people demand. I will 
prove that our declarations have not been hollow pre- 
tences. Besides, { hild the interference of federal offi- 
cers with state politics to be improper in principle.” 

For the reform under this last paragraph, | refer you 
to Mr. Kendali’s leters and toasis sent to various po- 
litical meetings and dinners throughout the country, 
fur a few years past, on the eve of state elections. 

When Mr. Kendall entered upon the duties of his 
auditor's office, he caused to be published in the United 
States Telegraph, the then official organ, a letter, in 
which he says, ‘“* The interest of the country demands 
that this office shall be filled with men of businéss, and 
not with babbling politicians.” Sir, the whole letter was 
the work of a bubbling politician, expressly designed for 
pulitical and demagogue ends, which the writer, in the 
same breath, said he had quit and left for others! | 
will read a few passages from it. “Ii five days I have 
returned to the post office twenty letters and three 
pamphlets, enclosed to the fourth auditor, and directed 
to other persoas!” How long after this letter was it be- 
fore Mr. Kendall, fur the purpose of building up the 
Giobe newspaper, and the fortune of his friend Francis 
P. Blair, (another eleventh-hour Jackson man, whom 
he had brought from his former residence at Frankfort, 
Kentucky,) sent under his frank to Kentucky, and per- 
haps eisewhere, the prospectus of this newspaper? 

le that saine letter Mr. Kendail also says: 





b 


know him at last, and assign him his true rank.” 
“Truth is omnipotent, and public justice certain.” 
Among Mr. Kendall’s reforms may be mentioned his 

leading agency in the remvuval of the public deposites 

from the Bank uf the United States. To effect this. he 


state banks, and, in the language of a certain senator, 
(Mr. Benton.) “debauched them.” ‘Yes, sir, debauch 
is the word.” I apply it to the government and banks, 
though the senator thought the people had been de- 
bauched, and applied it to them. For this work of 
“debauch,” which proved so serious a curse to the 
country, this agent was employed thirty-two days. and 
was paid for this service the sum of $316 11, being 
about ten dollars a day fora job which has oceasioned 
much of the embarrassment under which the country 
now labors. He got $10 a day for doing this injury to 
the public—a hard-working laborer finds tt difficult to 
get his dollar a day. But still, Mr. Kendall belongs to 
the “democratic party,” and whilst he received his $10 
a day for that work, he also received the regular salary 
of his office. This appears to be an established usage 


ral is already mentioned. The reporis from the de- 
partments show several other cases, though I will now 
only add that of the commissioner of Indian affairs, who 
was for a while acting secretary of war, and during 
this period drew the salaries of each office, being at the 
rate of $9,000 a year. 





of this administration. ‘The case of the attornev gene- | 











But, Mr. Speaker, no man better knows all the uses 
I 


tract, written, [ think, by Dean Swift, entitled some- | 
what in this way: “The convenience of a place at| 
court, Or asure mode wf providing garments for a whole 
family.” Mr. Kendall appears to understand the “mo- 
dus operandi” of this matter. The printed list of clerks 
in his department exhibits his father-in-law and two 
nephews, with salaries of $1,000, $1,200. and $1,409; 
and thus we see a family provision of nearly $10,000 a 





not the only officer who thus takes care of his own 
household. If provision of this kind be evidence of 
“faith ” few of them wil! be found “infidels.” The pre- 
sident’s son has an office, which I have already men- 
tioned, of $1,500 a vear. The secretary of state’s son, 
until very lately, held the place of district attorney in 
Alabaiwa. A nearrelation by marriage of the secretary 
| of the treasury has a comfortable annuity of $1,400 in 





. 90.6 | 
of office than Mr. Kendall. I have read a_ political | 


year, including his own salary. Bat Mr. Kendall is | 


object. He would leave it to the house and to the peo- 


ple tosay whether the “practices” ot this adminisiration 
‘had conformed to their precepts.” 


Was the recommendation in general Jackson’s inau- 


_gural address one of thuse “lofty generalities” just 


spoken of, and defined by Mr. Randolph? ‘The “unit 
cabinei” must have lost the art of reading, o:herwice 
“reform” was not quite so “legibly inscribed” as the 
general imagined. ‘That pa'ronage of the federal go- 
vernment which was said to be brought into conflict 
with the freedom of state elections has greatly increas- 


‘ed. and is still unrestrained, in the same conflict. 


The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Bell) has for 
years labored to bring this house to the consideration 
ef a bill to secure the freedom of elections, and thus 
carry into effect the recommendation of general Jack- 
son’s inaugural address. Able as that genilemen is, 
and untiring as he has been in his effuris, the measure 
proposed by him has received the frowns instead of the 
favor of this administration. He and the venerable 
senator from the same sta‘e (Mr. White) were the earl 
and devoted friends of general Jackson, and they sill 
desire to carry into practical effect the principles which 
they, with general Jackson, professed to be governed 
by. They feel and know the imininent danger which 
threa‘ens the country, in the increased strength of the 
patronage of office. ‘They see, and we all see, that the 
office-nolders are ‘‘abrvad in the land.” Fora descrip- 
tion of this growing phalanx and iis powerful incentive 
to action, | will draw on high authority. A member 
of the senate, (Mr. Grundy,) a zealous friend of general 
Jackson, the evidence of which has been already given 
in his own words, held this language, when aiming to 
pull down the adminisiration; *When I see ‘said he) 
an office-holder interfering in elections, it has occurred 


nited ' | to me that he was thinking of his salary, and is, there- 
carried on a system of “billing and cooing” with the 


fore, an unfit adviser of the people.” 

Mr. Speaker, that which oceurred to Mr. Grundy no 
doubt of en occurred to you at the same period. ‘Ihe 
proposition is a very natural one, and I think that re- 
cent events have strengthened rather than impaired its 
truth. But I beg the further indulgence of the house 
while I read what another distinguished friend of gene- 
ral Jackson said, when debating the subject of re‘rench- 
ment and reform on this floor. I allude to Mr. Bu- 
chanan, now a senator from Pennsylvania, and, with 
his continued and growing devotion to the party, what 
he said will certainly be considered “orihodox.”’ I find, 
by that debate, that he said it was well known 

“That when a man is once appvinted to office, all 
the selfish passions of his nature are enlisted for the 
purpose of retaining it. The office-holders (said he) 
are the enlisted soldiers of that administration by which 
they are sustained. Their co:nfortable existence of en 
depends upon the re-election of their patron. Nor does 
disappointment long rankle in the hearts of the disap- 
pointed. Hope is still left to them; and bearing dis- 
appointment with patience they know will present a 
new claim to office at a future time. 

This passage of Mr. Buchanan’s speech proves him 
to have been an observer of men and things, and fa- 
iniliar with the leading principles of human action. He 
dreaded the consequences of the selfish spirit of the 
office-holder, and induced the country to betieve that 
geu. Jackson and his friends would provide a suitable 
restraint upon it. But I fear, sir, the people will be left 
to conclude that this gentleman is one of those “politi- 
cal parsons” described by Mr. Randolph, whose “prac- 
tices” do not correspond with his “precepts.” It is cer- 
tain umder the favorite administration of the gentleman 
and his friends, the office-holders have received new 
life, instead of a check. But I must yet point out 
another discrepancy between Mr. Buchanan’s profes 
sion and practice. Inthe same debate, he reviewed, 
with censure, several of the fureizn missions, that to 
Russia included; and particularly condemned any prac- 


tice allowing a minister to “return after one vear’s ab- 
oT . . ° ° 
sence.’ His language is: “If such a practice should 


/ 
| 


“Upon entering tis office,on Monday last, one of | 
the first objects which struck my eye was a pile of news- | 
papers on my table. Among them, [ counted sixteen | 
diferent papcrs, all of which L was told were subscribed 
for by the fourth auditor, and paid for out of the trea- 
sury.? 

He sent them back, as he then stated, with a note to 
each; of which the following is a copy: 

Treasury Department, 
Fourth Auditor's O,jice, March 24, 1829. 

Sir: Not believing that Iam authorized to charge the 
government with snbscripuons to newspapers and other 
publications, which are not useful to me in the dis- 
charge of my official duties; and not perceiving that | 
can derive any assistance from your journal in settling 
tit: accounts of the United States navy, I have to re- 
quest that you wiil discontinue sending it to this office. 

ery respectfuily, your obedient servant, 

Amos KenDALL. 

Here, Mr. Speaker, is a fine display of the “ pride, 
pomp, and circumstance’”’ of office, if not of official in- 
solence. But yesterday he was himself the editor and 

oublisher of a newspaper: he next appears, in his own 
anguage, an “humble auditor.” But, sir, does not the 
eiter just read show that he had forgotten his humility, 
and become pufled up with official consequence! 

Why did * not simply tell his brother editors, in 
brief and respectful language, that he had discontinued 
the subscription for their paper? 

But a further thought is suggested by this letter of 

Ir. Amos Kendall, and his reason for discontinuing 
hewspaper subscriptions. He is now, sir, postmaster 


prevail, our ministers, in violation of the spirit of the 
the navy department; another holds the appointment; existing law, will receive by adding the outfit to the 
of naval officer in Boston, with a salarv of $3,900 per| salary, $18,000, instead of $9.000, for one year’s ser- 


year, besides being pre-ident of the Lafayette Bank of) vice.” ‘I am,” said he, “against the practice.” This, 


the pet bank system. These gentlemen would all make 
excellent sub-treasurers! 

Mr. Bond said, when the proposition for retrench- 
/ment was under consideration here in 1828, the iriends 
gn > . 
| of Mr. Adams, by way of proving that he and they de- 
sired ever just economy and reform, pointed to bis 
| message recommeuding it. How were they answered? 





| Why, sir, Mr. Ingham, who soon afterwards was made 
‘secretary of the treasury, said it was indee:! true that 
the message did recommend it, but he wanted to see 
more practice and less profession in this matter. There 
| were no specified reforms found in the message; he 
| could only find there one of those formal recommenda- 
| tions, which were as unmeaning, he said, as the words 
“your humble servant” at the foot ofa letter. Mr. Ran- 
'dolph, in the same debate, used this language, on the 
subject of retrenchment and reform: 

| ‘The president did recommend them, in one of those 
lofty generalities with which all sermons, poli ical or re- 
ligious, abound; which might be printed in blank, like 
law process, and filled as occasions might require. But, 
sir, (said he.) [am for looking at the practices, and not 
at the precep‘s of the parson, political or religious.” 


fectly just; it was thus shown, too, to be avowed by this 
administration, and he was willing to judge them by 
their own rule, and thought to this they ought not to 











| 


Mr. Bond said this rule of Mr. Randolph was per-{ self. Modern history and 


that city; and a third is the cashier of the Franklin} Mr. Speaker, was his precept. But, sir, in a brief space 
Bank of that city, which became a special pet under | 


of time, after condemning and saying “I ain against the 
practice,” we see him take the bounty, and become one 
of the “enlisted soldiers” whom he had described, and 
go on a foreign mission to Russia, where, after staying 
“a twelve-month and a day,” he pockets the “$18,000, 
instead of $9,000 for a year’s service,” and comes 
home! 

This seems to be an appropriate time to compare the 
prerert and practice of Mr. Randolph, too, who said 
1e “*was for looking at the practices, and not the pre- 
cepts, of the parson, political or religious.” In that same 
debate, Mr. Randolph said he “could not permit any 
motive connected with the division of the spuil, to min- 
gle with” his exertions. He would not, he said, give 
up his constituents and the pleasure of his home, “for a 
clerkship in the war office, or a foreign mission; or even 
for a department of state.” He said, “there had been 
an improvement in the plan of sending ministers 
abroad, and bringing them back, when they have fin- 
ished their business; for,” said he, “they are now 
sent abroad on sleeveless errands, that they may come 
back re-infecta, to pocket their emoluments.” Mr. Spea- 
ker, the Greeks and Romans both held it to be highly 
useful, but exceedingly difficult, matter to know one’s 


our own times, add new 


' force to the truth of that position. I do not at all ques- 
' tion tl fect si ity of M 

_ tion the perfect sincerity of Mr. Randolph, when he ut- 
| tered the sentiments; but great as he may have been, 
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a id skuliul as he professed to be, and, nu doubt, was, 
ii the mudves of human action, afier events proved 
how little he knew of himself. Sir, we soon found Mr. 
Randolph giving up his constiiuents, and leaviny all ihe 
bousteu eudearments of his district, for a foreign mis- 
sicu to Russia, where, so far as any public advantage 
resulted trum it, he emphatically weat on a “sleeveless 
erraud,” and ‘came back reinfecta, to pocket his emol- 
uments!” Indeed, this mission to Russia seems to have 
beeu specially dedicated by “the pariy” to short terms 
of six and twelve months, for the advantage of some 
of the “enlisted suldiers” described by Mr. Buchanan. 
In this way, the cost of that mission has been inordi- 
nately iucreased; and it is high time that this drain on 
the public treasury tor private benetit should be checked. 

r. Bond said it was not to be disguised that many of 
the politicians who engaged in the debate and strife of 
the umes tv which he nad alluded, had been surprised, 
if not disappointed, by events which soon followed. A 
singular exchange of position has taken place between 
two of these geutlemen. When the retrenchment re- 
sulution was discussed, a friend of the then administra- 
tiun, Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, took ground, not in 
terms, but somewhat similar to that now avowed and 
praciised by the dominant party, “that the spoils belong 
to the viciors.” Mr. Wicklitle, a Jackson reformer, 
denied and condemwed such a right. He was ap- 
po.nied a member of the retrenchment and reform com- 
mit ee, and, after gen. Jackson came into pewer, Mr. 
Wickhit: zealously endeavored to carry out the promis- 
ed returin; but not finding the co-operation he had ex- 
pected, he abjured “the party” About this time, it 
happened that the refuriners avowed the doctrine *‘that 
tue spuils belong to the victors,” and Mr. Pearce enlis- 
ted under their banner. 

Sir, has not the country been disappointed? Have 
not the peuple been deceived and aliured by specivus 
aud vai promises? Has not the federal executive pa- 
tronage inordinately increased, and is it not sull un- 


resiraned? Is not the power over it abused and per- 
verted? Do not the expeases of our general govern- 


ment far transcend in amvunt all our past history? 
W iy ace these things so, and why has uot this “plague 
been s\ayed,” Me. Speaker, according to your plighted 
fuitu? 1 will ted you why, sir, bat [ prefer dving so in 
the language aad illusiratioa of one of your own frieads, 
Mr. Buchauaa, of the seaate to whom [ have before 
referred. Ia his speech here, to which | have already 
aluded, and wien he was assaulting the (then) adinin- 
istration, he thus exclaimed: “Tne very possession of 
dower has a strong, a natural tendency to corrupt the 
ieart. ‘The lust of dominion grows with its possession; 
and the mau who, in humble life, was pure, and inno- 
ceut and just, has often been transformed, by the long 
yossession of power, into a monster. In the sacred 
fang which contains lessons of wisdom for the politi- 
cia as well as for the christiaa, we find a happy illus- 
tration of the corrupung influence of power upo. the 
huinaaheart. Wuoen tlazael came to consult iKlisha 
whether his masier, the King of Syria, would recover 
frou a dangerous ulness, the propuet, looking through 
the vista of fu urity, saw the crimes of which the mes- 
senger, who stovd vefore hin, would be guilty, and he 
wep. Hazael asked, ‘why weepeth my lord?” ‘Tne 
prophet thea recounted to him the murders aid the 
cruelues of which he should be guilty towards the chil- 
dren of Israel. Hazael, ia the sprit of virtuous indig- 
nativa, replied: “Ls thy servant a dug, that he should do 
this thaz?” And E.isha auswered, “Tne Lord hath 
show. me tha thou shalt be king over Syria.’ This 
maa afterwards becaine king by the murder of iis mas- 


ter, and was guilty ot enormities, the bare recital of | 


which would make usshadder.” hg 
How true, and, alas! how applicable is this sacred 


illustration to those who invoked its use in elevaung | 


themselves to power! 

Suppose, M-. Speaker, that some inspired Elisha had 
beea present wuea you and Me. Buchainah, with o.h- 
ers, engaged in the debate which has been referred to, 
aad, moved by ‘he sympa‘hetic tear of the prophet, you 
had asked, “Way weepeih my lord?” how would you 
have been astunished in being then tuld what the peo- 
ply of this country have siace realized! 

Iinagine, sir, tne inspired one looking through the 
visia of a few bricf years and saying, You wiil be pla- 
ced in power, but will grea ly increase the amount of 
all public expenditures. You will use the offices and 
patronage of the country for private and not fur public 
good. You will create offices for favorites. You will 
enlarge all executive power. You will deny the right 
to cal} for reasons on a re:noval from office, and ia a 
tew years will remove more than 1,500 persons from of- 
fice for opinion’s sake! You will derange and corrup! 
the post office department, which you now aimit to be 
sound, and you will not reform any of your des gaated 
abuses in the other departments. You will appoint 
more members of congress to office in four years than 
has been done in all the past history of the government 
Your bill for the abolition of the power and patronage 
over the press will sleep the sleep of death. You wil 
retain “the press, the post office, the armed force, and 
the appointing power in the hands of the president, and 
will no. - uffer them to change position and take post on 
the side «i the people.” You now censure a small ap- 
propriaticn to purchase some additional furniture for 
the preside.:t’s house, but you will furnish that house in 
luxurious s‘yle for gen. Jackson, who will be succeeded 
by Mr, Vin Buren; and he, not content with the se- 
cond-hand furniture of his predecessor, will cast it off 
and make his entry into that edifice, with one appro- 
priatio., vf $7,300 for alterations of the house and su- 
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petintendence of the grounds, and another appropria- 
tion of $20,009 fur new furniture; and this, tow, in tne 
very year when your public treasury will be bankrupt. 
You will increase the expenses of foreign missions and 
suffer your ministers to return home on such brief ser- 
vice as willshow their appointments to have been made 
for individual gain rather than public good. You will 
increase the contingent expenses of this house from 
$30 000, the present annual amount, to @210,000, You 
will add to the like expenses of the senate and to all 
other public expenditures in the same ratio; and the 
suin tutal for the whole civil list and ordinary appro- 
priations of the government, which is now $12,163 433. 
will be sats from time to time under your boasted 
reform, until it shall exceed thirty millions per year! 
You now question the right of a department to pur- 
chase a print or likeness of the immortal Washington, 
but will decorate every room in all the departments with 
portraits of Martin Van Buren. You will, by means 
of the “office holders,” the “‘enlisted soldiers,” as you 
have just called them, bring the patronage of the gev- 
eral government into conflict with the freedom of elec- 
uons, and you will resist the bill that shall be brow rht 
in to secure the freedom of those clections. You, Mr. 
Randolph, will go upon what yougnow call a “sleeveless 
errand,’ and, atier saluting the emperor of Russia, will 
make a pleasant sojourn in “old England,” and return 
to yourestate in Virginia. You, Mr. Buchanén, will 
become “an office holder and enlisted soldier,” go on 
the very mission to Russia which you are now censur- 
ig, and will pocket the $18,000 for “a twelve-moath 
and a day’s” service. You, (to the gentleman from 
New York,) Mr. Cainbreleng, will oppose a vote against 


. oS 
the very measure which you now report and recom- 


mend, tor reducing the pay of members, as a means of 


shortening the session of congress. You, Mr. Steven- 
son, will be made speaker of this house, and appoint its 
committees, and dispense its rules, with the promise of 
a foreign mission in your pocket. You, Mr. Benton, 
will vole to lay oa the table the bill which you now re- 
port to take the patronage of the press from the govern- 
nent, and your report on executive patronage, with its 
six accompanying bills so imposingly introduced, will 
prove to have been but as “sounding brassand_ tinkling 
cymbals!’ You, Mr. Van Buren, who now, as a mem- 
ber of the committee on executive patronage, report a 
bill requiring reasons to be assigned for removing an in- 
cumbent from office, will be made secretary of state, 
and in due time president, but, from the moment you 
obta'n power, you will forget your bill, and not only vio- 
late but refuse to be governed by its principles. You, 
Mr. Dckerson, also a member of that committee, will 


he made secretary of the navy; but the department will | 


be so mismanaged under your direction, that it will be 
truly said of you on the floor of congress, “there is none 
so poor as to do him reverence.” You, Mr. Woodbury, 
will take first the navy and then the treasury depar- 
ment, aad, under your supervision, an attempt to hum- 
bug the people with the promise of an exclusive hard 
money curreicy w Ii resultin the banishment of all spe- 
cie,a bankrupt treasury, and a circulation of shinplas- 
ters and treasury notes. 

[imagine, then, Mr. Speaker such a response to have 
been made at the period of time which I have suggested 
W hat would have been your reply, and what would Mr. 
Buchanan, who made the seriptural allusion, have said? 


Methinks I almost see and hear him exclaim, Is thy ser- | 


vanta dog that he should do this thing? 


Weare told that, notwithstanding the indignation of 


Hazael, he reached the throne of Syria by murdering 
the king his master, and soon committed all the enormi- 
ties foretold by the prophet! 

So, I fea: that, in despite of the protestations of Amos 
Kendall, the promised “reform” was “an empty sound,” 
“intended to apply merely toa change of men.” But I 
leave it for this house and for the people of this country 
to judge wheth -y their confidence has been portrayed 
and their hopes disappointed. 


TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

June 29. Mr. Norvell, from the committee on 
commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 
‘or building light houses, making coast surveys, 
&e. Read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Wright presented an analysis of the expen- 





ditnres of the government, particularly for the years | 
1833—’37, and generally from the commencement | 


of the government to the present tine. Laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed, with 2,000 ex- 
tra copies. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported a bill to make compensation to certain agents 
and attorneys under the treaties of indemnity with 
foreign nations. Read twice by consent, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A number of petitions were now presented and 
referred, or otherwise disposed of. 

The bills which were yesterday ordered toa third 

reading were to-day severally read a third time and 
yassed. 
On motion of Mr. Bayard, the committee for the 
District of Colu sibia were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of a petition relating to Pennsy!- 
vania avenue, 

The senate took up the joint resolution from the 
other house, instituting a joint committee of in- 
quiry as to the expediency uf so taking the next 


—— 
census as to collect information in deta] ji, regard 
to the agriculture, commerce, and manulactures of 
the country. 

Atter a few words in opposition to the resolution 
by Messrs. Sevier and benton, on motion ot \, 
Sevier, the resolution was ind: finitely postponed, | 

On_ motion of Mr. Preston, the bill explanatory 
of the acts providing for the payment of brevet 
officers was taken up, and made an order for to. 
morrow, 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bj} 
making provision for the further collection of the 
public revenue. The question being on Mr, By. 
chan in’s subs itute for the bill, 

Mr. Webster addressed the senate at length, chief. 
ly in an examination of the character and bearings 
‘of the substitute offered by Mr. Buchanan, My. 
Buchanan spoke in reply to Mr. Webster, and ar. 
gued at large in favor of his substitute. Mr. Tw/). 
madge spoke against the substitute, and in favor of 
the bill, presenting it especially in the aspect of a 
reinstatement of the state bank deposite system, 
Mr Strange, after afew preliminary remarks, offer. 
ed the following amendinents to the substitute of 
Mr. Buchanan: 

1. That the collectors and receivers of the public 
money should be allowed to make special deposites 
of bank notes in the banks during the sixty days, at 
the end of which they were to be converted into 
specie. Rejected as follows: 

YFAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clay, of Ky., 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Rug. 
eles, Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Webster, White—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay. of Ala, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, Monton, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 





Smith, of Conn., Trotter, Wall, Williams, Wright, 
Young —26. 

2. That the clause of the substitute allowing the 
public creditor the choice of specie or bank notes 
be stricken out. Rejected as follows: 

YEAS—Mesgsrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., Hubbard, Lumpkin. Lyon, 
McKean, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, 
Sinith, of Conn., Strange, Trotter, Wall, Webster, 
Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay, of Ky., Ciay- 
ton, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, King, Knight, 
Merrick. Mouton, Nicholas, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Robinson. Ruggles, Sevier, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, White, Williarns—24. 

3. That paymentsof the public creditors should be 


| made by the officers of the government, and not by 


the banks. Rejected as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, 
Roane, Smith, of Conn., Strange, Trotter, Wail, 
| Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Clay, 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, 
Knight, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Norvell, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Rugeles, Se vier, 
Southard, Spence, Swift. Tallmadge, Tipton, Web: 
ster, White, Williams, Young—29. 

Mr. Strange also otfered two other ainendments, 
which he subsequently withdrew. Mr. Niies spoke 
discursively on the subject, in favor of the substi 
tute, and of perseverance in the sub-treasury, and 
oifered an amendment, which he alterwards wit!- 
drew on the snggestionof Mr. Buchanan, atiording 
facilities for getting the money out of the banks. 

The question now recuniing on Mr, Buchanais 
amendinent, Mr. Rives spoke at length in opposition 
to the substitute. Mr. Buchanan spoke chiefly 10 
reply to Mr. Rives. 

The question being put on Mr. Buchanan’s sub- 
stitute, it was agreed to as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton. Brown, Buc! 
nan, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, ol 
Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Wall, Wiliiamms, 
Wright. Young—26. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ky. 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, Knight. Mc 
Kean, Merrick, Norvell. Prentiss, Preston, Rives 
Robbins, Ruggles. Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White 

So the substitute became the bill, and was, in iis 
turn, rejected by the following vote, on the ques 
tion of its engrossment: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 1.50") 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Roane, Robinso? 
Sevier, Strange, Trotter, Wall, Williams, Wright 








Young—21. 
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‘ noun, Clay, of Kentueky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
4 Davis Grundy, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, McKean, 
 ‘Mprriek, Norvell, Pr. utiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, 


; 1835; and then the senate adjourned. 

4 b-half of a Peace Society in New York, praying 
congress to interpose their good offices in the set- 
j and France, and recommending a proposal of medi- 
ation by the United States. Referred, and ordered 
4 deficiency in his land. Referred. 
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SA YS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Cal- 


Rugyles, Sunth, of Conn., Susith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swilt, Tallusadge, Tipton, Web- 
stery White—29. 

Mr. Wright then gave notice that le should ask 
jeave to-morrow to bring in a bill to modify the 
jast clause of the filth section of the deposite act of 


June 30. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presented the 
etition of Origin Bac elder, understood to be in 


tlement of the present difficulties between Mexico 


to be printed. — tame 
Also, a petition from an individual, to supply a 


Mr. Clayton presented the remonstrance of the 


the passage of a bill passed by the other house for 
a free bridge over the Eastern Branch. Referred. 

Mr. Pierce and Mr. Williams reported various 
pills from committees referred to thein, 

Mr. Strange, on leave, introduced a bill .ranting 
to the widow of John A. Cameron (lost in the Pu- 
Jaski) the amount of half a year’s salary of her late 
husband as United States judge for Florida. Read 
twice, by consent, advocated by Mr. Strange, op- 
posed by Mr. Clay, of Alabaina, and rejeeted on 
the question of its third reading: Yeas, Mr. Strange 
and Mr. Preston; nays 32. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabamna, on leave, introduced a 
billto remove the pension agency, in Alabama, 
from Deeatur to Huntsville. Read twice, by con- 
sent, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Wright asked leave, in pursuance of previ- 
ous notice, to introduce a bill to modify the last 
clause of the fifth section of the deposite act of 
13836, which prohibits the reception by the govern. 
ment ef the notes of such banks as after the pas- 
sage of that act, after July 4, 1836, issued notes of 
less denomination than five dollars. 

Mr. Webster said: A main object of the bill 
which [ introduced into the senate, and which was 
before us yesterday, was to do the very saine thing 
which the honorable gentleman proposes by that 
which he now brings forward. [f introduced my 
measure as being necessary, in my Opinion, in or- 
derto carry tnto full etfect the joint resolution by 
which we had abolished the specie circular. IT de- 
sired, and still desire, to take off the disqualifica- 
tions which now exist on many of the state banks, 
30 that the people of the diiferent states tay all 
enjoy the saine privileges and the same facilities. 
This was my object. If my bill proposed more 
tian a majority of the senate were dispos:d to 
grant, it would have been very easy to amend it, 
and to inake it conforin tothe judgment of that ma- 
jority. It pleased the senate, however, by a majo- 
rity of two votes, to overlay my bill, by adopting, 
as a snbstit te for it, a bill having entirely diifer- 
ent objects in view; that is, the bill for a system of 
“special deposites,’ proposed by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. My bill being thus put aside 
by that gentleman’s proposed measnre, that mea- 
Sure itself was immediately after rejected by aina- 
jority of eight votes. So here was the end of the 
special deposite systein. 

_Sir, [do not complain of this mode of getting 
id of my bill. It is true that gentlemen might 
have passed it as it was, if +hey had liked it, or 
they mignt have so amended it. till it had suited 
their opinions, and then passed it; but if they chose 
fo put it aside without acting directly upon it, and 
fo use the bill of the honorable member from Penn- 
Sylvania as an instrument for eifscting that purpose. 
they had the power so to do, and nothing remains 
for me bat acquiescence. 

The :esponsibility is theirs. In trath, sir, it is 
Probable enon zh that the pride of authorship wasa 
little touched. It may be natural, perhaps, that 
Sone jealousy should have been felt towards my 
bill from the quarter in which it originated; and 
althourh T think this rather a small sort of jealonsy, 
yet, if its indulgence has given gentlemen any gra- 
tification, I do not grudge it to them. They are in 
4 con tition not to lose any relish or taste of power 
Which they can conveniently possess. They can 
hot a.ford to be wver-generons. But for my part. 


sir, [ have no jealousy of that kind to gratify. If 


the gentleinan’s bill, which he now proposes to in- 
toduce, shall be such as shall give substantial and 
Just rolief, and fulfil the expectations of the conn- 
try, T shall support it as cheerfully, certainly, as I 
Should have supported my own bill. If 1 find it 
‘eficient, I shall endeavor to amend it; and if, in 


may, I shall, at least, have shown what measure | 
think ought to be adopted; and the diderence be- 
tween me and others, in this respect, will constitute 
one item in that account, which we have all toset- 
tle with ovr constituents. Notwithstanding this 
rejection of a measure, which I thonzht essential 
to the public convenience, yet, Mr. President, in 
looking back upon the past, If am not dissatisfied 
with what we have been able to accoinplish. Our 
duty has been to arrest the current of new and dan- 
gerous projects affecting the commerce, business, 
and currency of the country, and that duty we have 
performed, 

When congress assembled last September, we 
were ina decided minority in both branches of the 
legislature. It was a new congress, and a new ad 
ministration; and it was an adininistration which 
had come into puwer under the propitious auspices 
of all the favor which could be bestowed upon it, 
in advance, by that which had preceded it. 

Under these circumstances, we received the 
communication of the ever-memorable message of 
of September—a message which proposed the most 
important changes in our whole financial and com- 
mercial adininistration, and important changes, too, 
as [ think, in our constitutional duties and rela- 
tions. We opposed these doctrines, sir, and all the 
measures founded on them; and some degree of 
success has attended our efforts. The sub-treasu- 
ry scheme, in all forins, has been defeated. It has 
been deleated without the specie clauses in it; it 
has been defeated with the specie clanses init; and, 
finally, we have defeated it, when it came forth, 
for the last time, wrapped upin the new disguise 
of asp°cial deposite systein. Gentlemen on the 
o'her side, while they have acknowledged them- 
selves defeated, have said, nevertheless, that they 


enough still worse. Our constituents, sir, depend 
upon it, will be heartily glad to see us. When we 
disperse and turn our faces towards our respective 
hoines, the people will clap their hands and shout 
aloud for joy. 

In the mean time, sir, ifthe gentleman’s bill shall 
be such as I think it ouzht to be, F shall cordially 
support it; and, indeed, if it be partial and narrow 
and crippled, as a measure of retief, I shall yet 
vote for it, if I can get nothing better. 

Mr. Wright spoke in reply to Mr. Webster, and 
in support of the bill he proposed to introduce, &e, 

Mr. Webster said: The honorable meniber, sir, 
admits that I aw right, in saying that the people 
have become afraid of congress. But he says this 
fear commenced when the influence of a great 
inoney power began to be felt here. Here, sir, is 
the old cry. All the evils of the country are as- 
cribed to a money power influencing congress. 
Pray, sir, let us look into this a little. Who are 
they that this pernicious money power has so much 
influenced? Are they the gentleman himself and 
his own friends? He will not admit that. They, 
a+ he will contend, are the opponents of this per- 
ricious money power. And yet, sir, he and his 
friends are, and for a loag tine heave been, in the 
inajority, in both houses of congress. And as the 
public fear has been, and only could be, from what 
the majority might do, how does he make it out 
that this fear was but an apprehension of the disas- 
trous influence of a money power? No,sir. The 
honorable inember is right as to the time in which 
this fear arose, but he is wrong as to ifs cause. 
This fear and apprehension of what the government 
would do, in regard to the great interests of cur- 
reney and commerce, began with the removal of 
the public deposites from their lawful custody. 





have faught manfully. fearlessly, and perseveringly. 
That, sir, is true. They have showed zeal and 
ability worthy the best cause. But honor to whom 
honor is due. [tis not to efforts made here against 
the proposed measures of the administration, so 
much as it is to the decided manifestation and vigor- 
ous action of public sentiment in the country that 
the failure of these measures has been owing. It is 
mainly the people’s own work. The argu:nent has 
been at the polis. The convincing reasons have 
been found in the bal'ot-boxes. The gentleman 


They had their cause and origin in that act; and 
| nearly every thing that has since oceurred has but 
| served tok:-ep thei alive. And fear and alarm 
broke ont afresh, and reached a new height, when 
| the people saw the message of September, and the 
measures whieh were preposed, in pursuance of its 
recommendations. Schemes, ruthless experiments, 
and abandoninent of all the well tried policy of the 
yoverntinent—these are the reasons which have 
|created, and most justly created, deep alarm among 
| the people; and, as they know not when or where 


| 
| 


tells uns, however, tat the contest is yet to eu on; | these projects are to stop, it will be a relief to them 
that the great battie is not yet fought. Sir, I am/|to hear that we have adjourned. As to this ery, 
aware of this. I know full well that gentlemen feel ; now renewed, of a money power influencing con- 
that they have staked the:nselves finally upon these | gress, I trust the day has gone by for spreading de- 
measures; that there is no retreat: and that all/lusion by that means. “ The people, I think, under- 
which men can do will be done to bring the peonle | stand its object. 

to approve this sub-treasury systein. [ wish the| Sir, as to the matter of authorship, all T need 
country to understand this fully. 1 wish it to be | say is, that on the whole subject of rescinding the 
convinced of what I said upon the first hearing of! treasury order, the majority of the committee dif- 
the president’s message in September, and have | fered from the majority of the senate. When the sub- 
said often since, that an entirely new system of | ject was before us as an ainendment to the sub-treae 
politics, so far as concerns co:nmerce and currency, | SUry bill. a majority of the committee voted against 
was proposed tous by that message. and that its | the rescinding order. Yet the section passed, Again, 
adoption or rejection wasa matter which the people | When the subject came up as a distinct measure, 
themselves wonld be called on to consider and de- | the same majority voted against it. Yet it passed, 
cide. I never supposed any thingof less authority, | and passed both houses. [ bronght forward the 


than the popular voice itself could settle this ques- 
tion between us. 

But we have done something more. sir, in the course 
of the session, than to defeat the sub-treasury 
scheme in all its various shapes. We have abol- 
ished the treasury circular of Julv, 1836; and al- 
though we have not as yet been able to derive all 
the benefit intended from that measure. vet the cir- 
cular itseif—an act of executive power. and, in 


my opinion, a very improper, injurious, and dang -r- 


ous act of executive nower—has been rescinded, and 


a pro! ibition enacted against all such acts in future, 


And finally, sir, we have done one other good 
thing, one other excellent thing. a thing for which 
the whole country will devoutly thank congress. 


We have adopted one measure which all the people, 
from Maine to Gorgia. and from Georgia to 


New Orleans, and from New Orleans to the up- 


perimost. regions of the Missouri and the Mis- 


bill, therefore, as necessary, in my opinion, to 
complete an object which both houses were in fa- 
vor of, but which a majority of the committee were 
not in favor of. If ] kad waited for thein, I should 
have waited in vain. But, sir, all this is of little 
importance. It is of no inoment where the mea- 
sure originates, The question is, whatis the mea- 
'sure? I hope the ho orable member wiil have 
|leave to bring in his bill. I hope no member of 
the senate will interpose his objection to its being 
read a second time to-day. I hope we shall imme- 
diately act upon it, and do at once what we are to 
do on this subject. Since we all agree that the 
decision of all the great questions which have divi- 
‘ded us must now’be left to the people, I hope we 
shall pass a proper measure to complete the object 
of the joint resolution; and befi re we have occa- 
sion to act again upon any part of the subject, the 
country will have had an opportunity of manifest- 











sissippi. will regard as a measure full of mercy | ing its opinions, and signifying its own wishes. 


ané good fruits; that is to say. we have agreed to 


Leave was then granted, the bill was introduced, 


adjourn. We have agreed to try no more experi- | read twice by consent, and brought under conside- 
ments at this time, to bring forward no new pro-| ration, as in committee of the whole. 

jects, to exhibit no more financial contrivances or | Mr. Webster, alter some further remarks, offered 
inventions, but to go home and refer to the people , an amendment, adding a second section, repealing, 
the final decision npon what has been proposed, | for the same period, so tnuch more of the deposite 


we should do. 


and what has been resisted. This is exactly what | act of 1836, as prohibits those banks from being 


| selected as depositories of the public money, 


Sir, the people have become afraid of congress,| which, after July 4, 1836, issued uotes of less de- 


thev have been under constant alarm from the dis-| nomination than five dollars. 
position manifested here for violent change and 


Mr. Strange spoke in opposition to the bill and 


rash innovations. It is as true, sir, as that yon sit | amendment. and urged that the friends of the ad- 
in that chair, that thousands of honest men have | ministration should not retreat one step further be- 
not been able to sleep at nights. from the fear that fore the favorite measures of the opposition. 


they should hear, in the morning, that something 


After some further remarks from Mr. Wright 


had been done in congress, or something proposed. and Mr. Webster, Mr. Tallmadge and Mr. Rives 





these efforts to amend, I should fail, as I probably 





which should make that which is already bad | spoke at length in favor of the ameudment. 
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Mr. Aiwes (irom an objection of Mr. Wright to 
the deposite act of 1836) suggested an intention 
to move an amendment to Mr. Webster’s amend. 
ment, to repeal so much of that deposite act as re- 
quires two per cent. interest fro: the banks on the 
public money respectively in their possession. 

Mr. Wright, then moved to amend the ainend- 
meat by striking out Mr. Webster’s proposition. 
aud iuserting a repeal of the twelve first sections 
of the deposite act, including all the act except 
what merely relates to the state deposites. 

Mr, Clay, of Kentucky, spoke with great earn- 
estness in opposition to this motion, as in effect a 
repeal of all law on the subject, and an abandon- 
m2.t of the public revenue to the discretion of the 
execulive. 


Mr. Niles spoke at length in favor of a repeal of 


the deposite act, and held an te conversa.ion 
with Me. Clay on politico-personal tupics. Mr. 
Beatoa said a few words in favor of the proposed 
repeal. 

Messrs. Sevier, Crittenden, Tilimidge, and Rives, 
spoke at much length and with great earnestness 
against the repeal. ; 

Messrs. Wright, Rives, and Tullmadge, held a 
cov -rsativa of so.ne length, principally on politi- 
cal topic.. 

Alter som? further re:narks by Messrs. Clay, of 
Kentucky, Youag, Webster and Strange, the ques- 
tion wis puton Mr. Wrizht’s amendinent, and it 
wis carried in the affirmative by the following 
vote: 

YE \S— Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fultou, Habbard, 
King, Linn, Luinpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sinith, of 
Coaneciieut, Strange, Trotter, Wall, Williains, 
Wright, Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Cliytoi, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Riug- 
gles, Sevier, Suitb, of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Callnadse, Webster, White—21. 

So the bill was modified so as to repeal the 
whole of the deposite act of 1336, except as above 
stated. 

Ln this form the bill was ord>red to be engrossed 
for a third reading without a division, and 

The senate adjourned. 

July 2. 
given notice to the senate that he should not again | 
tak» the chair during the present session, (a re- | 
port of which was then accidentally o nitted,) | 
the senate, at the usual hour, was called to order by | 
the secretary, and notified of the necessily of 


choosing a president pro lem. in place of the vice | 


president. 
The senate accordingly proceedel to ballot fora 
president pro tem., when it appeared that 37 votes 
had been cast; of which Mr. King received 30, Mr. 
White 3. and 4 were scattering. 
Mr. King was then declared duly elected presi- 


dent pro lem. of the senate; was led to the chair by | 
Me. Knight, and briefly expressed to the senate his | 


thanks for this additional mark of their respect and 
confilence, and declared his intention to periorin 
the duties of the appointment to the best of hrs abil- 
ity an! especially in enieavoring to prevent un- 
pleasant personal collisions. Te 7 

Mr. Cuihoun presented a petition from citizens 
of Chirlesto.. praying security, by law, against the 
explosion of stean-boilers. Roferred. 

On motion of Mr. Hubdurd, and Mr. Smith of 
Connecticut, con:nittees were discharged fro:n the 
further consideration of certain private petitions. 

Mr. Clay, Mr. Williams and Mr. Pierce, reported 
various private bills fro:a cominittees referred to 
them. 

Mr. Webster, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill mikios further provision for the discharge of 
debenture bonds in certain cases. 

Mr. W. briefly explained the object of the bill to 


be, to allow steam vessels, from Europe, bringing | 


a supply of coal for their return voyage to withdraw 
that coal free of duty. Mr. W. urged, in favor of 
the vill, that a sufficient trial had not yet been made 
of American coal, for the purpose in question, and 
that, at all events the general purpose of imposing 
duties was to lay a tax on foreign articles consum- 
ed in this country. 





The bill to modify the last clause of the fifth 
section of the deposite act of 1336, (so as to sus- 
pend, or rather to destroy, wholly the force of the 
prohibition on the reception of the notes of banks 
issuing notes of less than five dollars till the first of 
October next, when it is to revive and continue 
in operation, &c.) and to repeal, finally, the re- 
inaining provisions of the first twelve sections of 
that act, including all that relates to banks and 
bank notes, was read a third tine; and the ques- 
tion being announced by the chair; shall this bill 

ass? 

Mr. Webster said there is no ti.ae to discuss this 
measure further—at least I do not feel called upon 
to pursue the discussion further—but I will ask the 
indulgence of the senate for a few moments while 
I expliin what the state of things will be, accord- 
ing to my understanding, if this bill shall become a 
aw. 

First, then, after the first day of October next, 
no’ bank bill, great or small, can be received at the 
post office, or the land office, or the custom-house, 
if the bank which issued it issues bills less than 
five dollars. 

This will necessarily exclude the paper of nearly 
all the banks in the northern and eastern states, and 
several others. All this has been already repeated- 
ly shown. 

In the second place, no bill of any bank can be 
received at the post office, the land office, or the 
custom-house, which bill is of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. This is prescribed by the last 
treasury circular. Now, sir, what is the plain con- 
sequence of this? How are pnstages, or sinall 
| postage accounts, to be paid in twenty dollar bills? 
How are postinasters to pay back the change? If 
the deputy post officers in the country obey this 
}e.renlar, it will be the occasion of perpetual embar- 
rassinent to the:nselves and to the public. 

[have supposed, also, that this would be found 
very inconvenient inthe operations at the land offices. 





, If I have been rightly informed, it is not, in so:ne | 


of the new states, always easy to obtain bills of a 
'denomination of twenty dollars, or npwards. And 
|[ have supposed, especially, that the poor people 
_who purchase forty-acre tracts would be put to con- 
siderable inconvenience. Inthe bill, which [ intro- 
duced into the senate. a section was contained reme- 
| dying this inconvenience, and allowing smaller bills, 


Tie Vice Presidzat hiving on Saturday, if they were the bills of specie-paying banks, to be | 


received. This provision, however, was rejected, 
torether with all others which the bill contained. 


Having spoken, sir, the other day of my bill’s hav- | 


ing been overlaid by that of the honorable member 
froin Pennsylvania, or of his being used as an in- 


struinent to displace mine) T wish to say that I meant 
;no complaint at all against the manner in which that 
gentleman bronght forward his measure, His course 


/was en‘irely fair, as he intended to support, and did | 


sipport, the system which he proposed, throughout, 


| 


| His object, certainly, was to pass his own bill. not | 


ito displace inine; yet, mv bill being displaced, there 
| was a ‘najority azainst his. 

[1 the third place. sir, if is evident that the repeal 
of the deposite act leaves the public moneys in the 
‘entire control of the treasurv department and the 


| president, in the sane manner as this control exist- 


| edin their hands after the removal of the deposites; 


j aud before congress provided any regulation on the 
‘sudjeet. By theact of 1739, 30 much relied on. the 
treasurer is to receive and keep the moneys of the 
| United States, but the secretary of the treasury is 
to superintend the collection of revenne; and it was 
the well-known doctrine and practice of the last 
}ad:ninistration that all these officers, in the discharge 
‘of their duties, are uné¢er the immediate direction 
|of the president, and are but his awents and instru- 
iments. Sothat the public moneys are now to be 
received, kept, and disbursed, as the president may 
| see fit to order. 

| In the last place, sir, it is quite obvious that the 
secretary of the treasury, under direction of the 
president, may, if this bill shall pass, use any stafe 
ibanks he chooses, whether they be specie -paying 
banks or not; whether they issue small notes or not, 


or whatever may he their character or condition. | 
He will not be obliged to use banks; but he may use | 


‘them, and may select them, at his pleasure. We 
repeal all limitations, we dispense with all securi- 
ties, and leave the whole matter to the department 
_and to the president. TI believe, sir, that the col- 





_ —_—— eee 
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.for security, and to be extended just as far a¢ th, 
,executive government may choose. This is the 
| point, then, to which we have now arrived, in the 
| Process of separating the concerns of the wovern, 

ment from the concerns of the banks, and keeping 
| the money of the people out of the hands of eo; 
rations and individuals. ™ 

Mr. Preston followed and spoke at length in 9, 
position to the bill, as a legislative surrender of 4) 
power over the public money into the hands of tj, 
| executive, and a legal confirmation of that assninp. 
| tion of power made by president Jackson in 193) 

and which he then deciared was made for an ext), 
ordinary and temporary purpose, and which he afiey. 
wards urged congress to withdraw froin hit, ayq 
to regulate the subject by law. 

A conversation by Messrs. Preston and Strange 
followed, chiefly on party politica! topics. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said, had this question bee, 
under consideration at an earlier y:eriod of the gus, 
sion, he would have felt justified in detaining th, 
senate while he gave his views upon it. He was 
aware, however, that at this period of the sessigy 
he could render his state and the country greate 
service by remaining silent, and saving the time lp 
night occupy in discussion, to be employed in use. 
ful action, than by any thing he could say on this 
subject at this period of thesession. It was actioy, 
and not speeches, that was called for. The sessjop 
was in the last week, and much important busines 
remained to be transacted, in which his state an¢ 
the other states of the union were deeply interest. 
ed; and however much it would have gratified hj 
feelings to have shown the odiousness of a propos. 
tion to unite, without control, the purse and the 
sword in the hands of the executive, he would forego 
that pleasure, and content himself with asking tha! 
the question on the passage of the bill should >, 
taken by yeas and nays, as_ he desired to have his 
name recorded against it at every step. The yea 
and nays were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. Benton argued that all the banks had wholly 
and forever incapacitated themselves from being 
used as depositories of the public money under the 
deposite act of 1836, whether that act should be re. 
pealed or not. 

Mr. Tallmadge expressed his surprise that Mr. 
Benton, who, with the rest of the majority of the 
committee on finance, had very lately reported thai 
all banks which had not issned notes of less than 
five dollars would, on resninption, be qualified to 
be selected by the secretary of the treasury as ce. 
positories of the public money—that Mr. B. shout 
now declare that no banks whatever would bes 
qualified. Mr. T. said he conld not comprehen 
the consistency of the two positions. 

Mr. Calhoun briefly assigned his reasons why he 
shonld reluctantly vote against the bill, the chief of 
which was understood to be the surrender of power 
over the public inoney to the discretion of the ex- 
ecutive, 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen. Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
onan, Clay, of Alabama, Cathbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
| Hubbard, King, Linn. Lumpkin. Lyon. Monto, 
| Nicholas, Niles, Norvell. Pierce. Roane, Robinson, 
| S nith, of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Wall, Wil 
'liams, Wright, Young—27. 

NA YS—Measrs. Messrs Bayard, Calhoun. Clay, 
of Kentacky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Konig! 
McKean, Merrick, Prentiss. Preston, Rives, Rob 
bins, Ruggles, Smith. of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White—22. 

The bill to provide forthe payment of certain 
agents and attorneys under the late treaties of i” 
demnity with foreign nations, 

And the bill to reinove the pension agency |! 











severally read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, the vote of the senate 
rejecting the bill to purchase the right to use the 
medical steam apparatus of Dr. Boyd Reily was re 
considered, and the bill was laid on the table. 

The senate bill to increase the ariny of the United 
States was received from the house with various 
amendments, and taken up by the senate. 

Mr. Benton tnoved to disagree to the amendmen's, 
| (which had not been read, )and asked the house {oré 
committee of conference. Mr. Whiteand Mr. Cia); 
\of Kentucky, objected, that it was not yet know! 
'what the amendments were; that some of thea 


Mr. Niles and Mr. Buchanan objected to the bill | lectors now deposite the public moneys in banks. | might be good, if others were not so, and that. in 
as interfering with the sale of American coal,| and have no donbt they will continue to do so. If; anv case, it was unparliamentary to disagree to 


and a3 coming up too late in the session on a 
question which was supnosed to be already settled. 


they shall be called on to pay money to the treasurer, 
_the treasurer will keep that money also in the banks, 


| amendments without knowing what they were. On 
the amen 


‘motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill and 


On motion of Mr. Wedsler, (on the suggestion orsome of them. What else can hedo with it? | ments were referred, and ordered to be printed. 


of Mc. Wrizht, who expressed some doubt on the 


! . . . 
While we thus repeal all legal connexion with the | 


On motion of Mr. Clayton, and at the request ° 


subject,) the bill was laid on the table till to-mor- banks, gna.ded as that connexion has been, by many ‘the delewate from Florida. the bill making an 4? 


row. Y 
Several bills from the house were read twice and 
referred. 


| provisions for the security of the public money, we 
are likely to see a connexion renewed, without legal 
| sanction or authority, with no provisions, whatever, 


propriation for a compilation of the laws of Florida 
was taken up, (aves 18, noes not counted,) 4? 
| ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
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fur 1333, was taken up, (yeas 23, 
| 


surveys, e- 
gays 14.) a. ere offered by M 
A variely of amen nents were Offered by Mr. 
> Davis, tro the co.ninittee on co.nmerce, and 
B creed to} and the bill, as amended, was ordered to 
" pc engrossed for a third reading. | 
E “On motion of Mr. Wall, the bill to establish a' 


j 





foundation. 

After a few explanatory remarks by Mr. Tull 
madge and Mr. Southard, the report was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed, with 5,000 extra 
copies, 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the committee for the 
District of Colu.nbia were discharged froin the 


On motion of Mr. Norvell, the bill making ap-; developed in the report, didusing it widely would; wotion of Mr. Wright, proceeded to consider the 
stiations jor lignt- houses, beacons, buoys, coist) enable the scientific world to discover its want of | amendinent of the hot 
ro} 


ise to the bill to modify the 
last clause of the 5th section of the deposite act of 
the 23d of June, 1836; atter debate, the yeas and 


| nays were taken and the ainendinent agrecd to: 


| Ayes 29, noes 17. 
| Some time was spent on private bills, and some 


other business of minor importance; alter which 
| Mr. Buchanan, trom the committee on foreign af- 


E y judicial district in Florida was taken up, brief- | further consideration of the memorial of the citizens | fairs, presented a report on the northeastern boun- 
mney 


By ained and advocated by Mr. W., opposed by 
4 ig oe and, 0: motion of Mr. S., indeffinitely | 
x post yued: Yeas 19, nays 16. | 
—* On motion of Mr. Lyoa, the senate took up the | 
pill to create the offic: of surveyor general of the) 
public lands for Michigan. | 


of Georgetown, asking their recession froin the 
United States to Maryland. 

The senate took up the resolution offered some 
time azo, by Mr. Southard, calling on the seer-tary 
of the navy for information in detail in regard ‘to the 
vessels, officers, scientific corps, and past expenses 


| Michigan. 


3 the affirmative. 


* Phe amendment formerly offered by Mr. Clay, of of the exploring expedition. Mr. Southard ex- 
 Alabauna, was agreed to, requiring the secretary of plained at considerable length the various objects 
Be the treasury to complete the surveys in the respec- | embraced by this resolution. Mr. Wright replied, 
tive land distrie!s with all reasonable despatch, and | and moved to lay whe resolution on the table. Mr. 
the surveyers general then to deliver over the field | Southard, [I hope the senator will withdraw his 
Be notes, maps, records, &c.in their respective offices, motion fora moment. 


x secretaries of the respective states where the Mr. Wright. No. 
2 : Mr. Southard. Willnot the gentleman allow me 


land is situated, and requiring that the respective ( 
e Jand offices should thereafter be discontinued. to reply to his remarks in regard to lieut. Hudson, 


Mr. Tipton moved to ainend the bill by striking after the remarks he has made? 
‘out all except Mr. Clay’s amendment, and insert- Mr. Wright. No. a 
‘jingasinple provision for removing the surveyor| The resolution was laid on the table: Ayes 22, 
‘genoral’s office at Cincinnati, to St. Joseph’s, in| noes not counted. } 
i The senate concurred in the amendment of the 
Luis anendmant was advocated by Messrs. Tip- | house to the bill granting a tract of land to Chero- 
tor and Snith, of Indiana, and opposed by Messrs. | kee county, Alabaina, for a seat of justice. 
Clty, of Alabama, Norvell, and Lyon, and adopted The ainendinent of the house to the bill to con- 
“by the tollowing vote: firin certain entries of lands by registers and re- 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Ky., Clayton | ceivers, under the erroneous belief that they had 
Critteaden, Davis, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, been proclaimed fur sale, and the bill itself, were 
Niles, Preatiss, Rives, Roine, Ruzzles, Sevier, | referred to the committee on the public lands. 
Snith, of [adiana, Strange, Swilt, Tipton, White, On motion of Mr. Trotler, the senate took up the 
Williains—29. bill (introduced by Mr. Walker) to authorise the 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Binton, Brown, Clay, | state of Mississippt to invest the two per cent. 





of Ala., Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Monton,! fund granted to that state for the construction of 


Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Wall, Wright, 


road3 in public lands (at filty cents per acre) that 
Youns—16. 


had been offered for sale. Mr. Webster moved to 
In this form the bill was ordered to be engrossed | strike out “fifty cents,” and insert “the mini:inum 
for a third reading. price,” but subsequently modified it to a motion to 
The bill to provide for the defence of the western | strike ont the mode of invest:nent. 
frontier, (amended by striking out the second sec-; The bill, in its existing fori, was explained and 
tion.) | advocated at much length by Mr. Trotter and Mr. 
And the bill to continue in force the act provid- | Clay, of Alabama, and opposed by Mr. Webster, 
ing indemnity for the loss of horses and other pro- | Mr. Bayard, and Mr. White. 
perty in the military service of the United States,| Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to strike out the 
were also s-verally considered and ordered to be| whole bill, and insert a substitute, authorising the 
enzrossed fora third reading. | State of Mississippi to use the two per cent. fund in 
The senate then adjourned. the construction of roads, railroads, and canals, 
July 3. Mr, Clay, of Keatucky, presented a pe-| within her boundaties. oy. 
tition from Daniel Large, stating that he had made | This a;nendment was agreed to, and the bill, in 
a discovery by which explosions in steamboats | t's form, was ordered to be enzrossed fora third 
migit be prevented, and asking congress to pass a | reading. saree . 
law by which his invention might be tested, and to, Mr. Sinith, of Indiana, moved to reconsider the 
“iixe hin proper co.npensation if his invention vote rejecting the bill for the establishment of an 
‘sioall succeed. Referred to the committee on pa- | additional judicial district in Florida, and the mo- 
tents. | tion was temporarily laid on the table. 
Mr. Preston presented the petition of the marine | The bill for the benefit of the Monnt Carmel and 
corps, praying additional compensation. Referred.| New Albany railroad company was read a third 
Messrs. Roane, Williams and Wall, reported | tine and passed, ie 
various private bills from coim:nittees referred to| The bill to authorise a subscription for stock, on 
thein, | the part of the United States, in the Jeffersonville 
Mr. Tullmadge, from the cominittee on naval) and New Albany railroad company, was considered; 
alfairs, made a special report on the memorial of | and, on motion of Mr. Wright, finally laid on the 
Henry Hall Sherwood, in relation to bis discoveries | table. 
in tniznetism, and the application of those discove- ) me Mr. . ( 
rie3 to the deterinination of latitude and longitude. | the bill for the relief of Williain and James Crooks, 


dary, concluding with resolutions recommending 
that the *bill to provide for surveying the north- 
eastern boundary line of the United States, accord- 
ing tu the treaty of seventeen hundred and eighty- 
three, b> laid on the table.”? The resolutions were 
adopted nem. con., and twenty thonsand additional 
‘copies of the report ordered to be printed. The 
senate then adjourned. 

July 5. Soine time was spent in considering the 
amendments of the house to the bill to provide 
for the better security of the lives and propert 
of persons on board of vessels propelled wrolly, 
or in part, by steam. After a brief discussion, 
Mr. Webster moved to strike out the last amend- 
mentof the house, proposing tu inflict a fine of 
five thousand dollars on owners for any loss of 
life or lives by the explosien of a boiler, and insert 
a provision making an explosion, or other disaster, 
full prima facie evidence of negligence, sufficient 
for conviction, in all prosecutions at law, unless 
disproved; which was agreed to. The other amend- 
ments of the house were also agreed to; and, as thus 
amended, the bill was sent back to the house. 

Several private bills were read a third t'me and 
passed, (which will be noticed in our next;) when, 
the senate, after an executive session, adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, June 29. Mr. Johnson, of Va., obtained 
leave to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Vliat the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill to continue in force all laws which 
will expire at the close of t!.e present session until 
the close of the first session of next congress, and 
that the committee give the title of said laws 
which will so expire. 

Mr. Briggs hoped that the particular laws thus 
to be continued in foree would be named. 

Mr. R. Garland suggested that the resolution 
be so modified as to refer the inquiry to the com- 
mittee of revisal and unfinished business, instead 
of to the judiciary. 

Thas amended, the resolve was agreed to. 

Mr. Naylor had leave to introduce a bill from 
the committee on manufactures, imposing a duty 
on starch. Read twice, and referred. 

Mr. Bouldin, asked and had leave (Mr. Adams 
yielding the floor) to move that certain bills, re- 
quiring mere formal action, be taken up and acted 
on, Viz: 

1. Senate bill extending the charter of the bank 
of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia. Read 
third time and passed. 

2. Honse bill (as amended in committee) for the 
relief of the widow and heirs of the late Lewis 
Grant Davidson, deceased. Read third time and 
passed. 

3. Honse bill (as amended) for the erection of a 
court house in Alexandria. Read third time and 








On motion of Mr. Merrick, the senate took up| passed. 


4. House bill (as amended) making appropria- 


Mr. f. moved that the report be laid on the table | to make indemnity for the property of a foreigner | tions for the support of the penitentiary in the 


aid printed. Mr. Preston said the discoveries were | unlawfully seized by an officer of this government. 
of so great importance to science and navigation, | This bill was advocated at length by Messrs. 
that he would be very glad of alarge nuinber of ex- | Merrick, Clayton, Linn, ani Bayard, opposed by 
tra copies. He moved, therefore, the printing of | Messrs. Hubbard, White, and Niles, and rej-cted 
500 extra copies. Mr. Hubbard demanded the | on the question of its engrossinent by the follow. 
yeas and nays on this motion, bat subsequently | ing vote: 

Withdrew the call. Mr. Preston said, if th: diseo-; YEAS—-Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Very was such as it had been represented, it was a Clayton, Crittenden, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Nicho- 
Vast discovery; it was no less than the rediscovery | las. Norvell. Rives, S.nith, of Ladiana, Tallinadge, 
0 the inariner’s co.npass; and he would be happy | Young—13 

ofthe opportunity of difasing it widely, especially} NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
In his own partof the country. Mr. Webster hoped | Clay, of Alabaina, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Luimp- 
a Considerable numbor would be printed, and that} kin, McKean, Monton, Niles, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
it would be wid-ly diifused. It was either of very | binson, Strange, Tipton, Wall, White, Williams, 





_ateat pudiic impertance, or of no importance at all. | Wrizht—2I. 


Perhaps consress had little more power respecting | _ The bill directing the investment of certatt 
than to make it public; but, in doing this exten-| funds belonging to Indian tribes in state stocks, 


Sively, it wonld vive an opportunity for scientific | &e., was taken up explained, and advocated by 


men to examine it, and to determine fully on its| Mr. While, opposed by Mr. Wright; and, on mo- 


inerit. He hoped the nu:nber proposed would be | tion of Mr. Wright, temporarily laid on the table. 


Printed. Mr. Buchanan asked whether the princi- ) 
Pie on whieh the discovery was founded would be| amended and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
developed in the report. Mr. Tullmadge replied in| reading. ee 
The bill for the relief of William Fuller was re- 
Mr. Buchanan said he would then vote for the | jected. 
> Printing of the proposed number. If it was genuine, The senate then adjourned. 
3 It Was undoubtedly the greatest discovery of modern 





i: 


at 


The bill for the relief of William Jones was 


District of Columbia. Read third time and passed. 

5. House bill (as amended) providing for the 
erection of a free bridge across the Eastern Branch 
at Washington. Read third time and passed. 

Some other District bills were proposed, but, 
giving rise to discussion, were postponed for the 
present, 

Mr. Worthington, from the committee on com- 
merce. reported a bill establishing certain collec- 
tion districts, and creating ports of entry therein. 

Mr. Robertson asked that the house would at this 
time take np and consider a resolution offered 
iby him on a former day concerning the public 
lands. 

Objected to by Mr. dams and withdrawn. 

Mr. 4dams proceeded with his remarks upon 
this topic, and occupied the remainder of the morn- 
ing honr. 

Mr. Shields moved to suspend the rules, so as to 
enable him to move to assign, for to-morrow at 
half past 4 o’clock, as the special order, the bill 
vranting power te Tennessee to issue patents to 
unsettled lands in certain cases. The motion pre- 
vailed and the assiznment was made, 

Mr. Cambreleng said a few words in favor of ap- 
propriating this (private business) day to the con- 


July 4. After the transaction of some business, sideration of the ariny bill, reported from the come 
| "Mes; and, if it were not, and if the principle were | which will be noticed in our next, the senate, on! mittee of the whole. 
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Mr. iWhitllesey hoped that, immediat:ly after the 
disposal of the army bill, the house would take up 
aud consider ail private (senate) bills now on the 
speakei’s table. 

Mr. Se geant asked leave to offer the following 
resolution, which was adopted unanimous, : 

fesolved, ‘Tuat the secretary of the treasury 
be requested to collect, aud report to congress on 
the first day of the next session, all the imlorima- 
tion that can be obtained as to the use of steam 
engines in the United States, and the accidents 


and the loss of life or property which have attend- | 


1838—-CONGRESS. 








(of congress. Mi. B. wished to learn on what 
grounds the committ.e now forbore to aci; more 
»especiaily as the language of the president led the 
Mexican authorities to look with an anxiety to 
nothing but a movement by congress. Atter the 
padiourninent, the arbitration might be sniiered by 
Mexico to fall through without any just com- 
plait, on our part, of evasion or trifling, inasmuch 
jas the president had expressly and euxiously re- 
Served the right to go on as if uo overture had been 
made, 

Mr. Howard asked whether the gentleman from 


ed their use, and especially that he ascertain and | Pennsylvania put this question as a matter of right 


report: 


or courtesy? Mr. Biddle. The latter, of course. 


1. The whole number of steam engines in the | Mr. Howard said it would give him great pleasure 
United States, where and by whom constructed, | to reply. All the information he had on this sub- 
where they are used, how long they have been} ject was, that when the proposal was accepted, the 
used, their capacity or power respectively, and | Mexican minister had it wot in his power to execute 


the purposes or uses to which applied, and whether | it. 


high or low pressure. 

2. ‘The explosions or other disasters which have 
happened to such engines, when and where, with 
as iiany of the cireumstances attending the samme 
as can be collectcd. 

3. The causes, as far as can be ascertained, of 
such explosions or other disasters. 

4. The loss of life or property, or injury to per- 
sons or property, which has ensued in each case, 
distinguishing the mode of injury, by burning, 
scaldius, wounding, drowning, or otherwise. 


He had not been here during the whole winter, 
and probably has it not yet in his power to execute 
it, Whether this delay is a proof of serious inten- 
tion of going forware in good faith, or only in 
_bafiling the action of this house, Mr. H. could not 
say. His own opinion of the inatter was, that the 
Mexican yovernment never would do justice to this 
country, and that its recent and present movements 
(were only expedient» to gain time. Whether this 
Were true or not a few days would show. 

The house then took up and considered the army 
bill as reported from the committee of the whole, 


5. Lhe disasters to steamboats, when, where,| with various amendments. 


and how they have occurred, by explosion, colli- 
sion, fire, or otherwis ; the size, capacity, or bur- 
den of the boats, their ages, and where and by 
whom built. 

6. How such steamboats were manned, and 
Whether intoxicating liquor was served out to, or 
permitted to be used by, the hands or persons em- 
ployed on board the saine. 

7. The 
coimanders of the boats to which such disasters 
have happened, and of the officers and crews there- 
of. 

8. lithe case of boats to which no disasters 


have happened, the burden and size of the same, | 


when, where, and by whom built, and the names 
of their owners and masters or couimanders and en- 
gineers., | 

9. Any such other information as may seein to 
hiin material. 

Mr. Toland moved to suspend the rules to enable 
hin to move to take up and consider the joint reso- 
lution, overed by him yesterday, and laid over, un- 
der the rule, till this day. Ayes 93, noes 26; no 
quorum. ‘Tie Speaker. Evidently alarge quoruin 
present, and yet no quorum votes. 

Mr. Voland. Let the reselution be read again; 
if understood, it cannot fail to ve adopted. 

The resolution was again read; and the house 
again divided, on the question of suspending the 
rules, Ayes 129, noes gave it up. The resolution 
was then adopted as follows: 

* Phat, ailer six days from the commencement of 
a secoud or subsequent session (except the final 
session) of any congiess, all bills and joint resolu 
tions which shall have passed in one house, and 
Which remain undetermined in the other, shall be 
resumed and acted on as if an adjournment had not 
taken place.” 

[Mr. Cushing afterwards moved to reconsider 
this vole; whica motion was entered.) 

A message froin the senate was taken up. propos- 
ing acoulerence with the house upon the subject 
of certain proposed amendiments of the latter, in 
which the senate non-concurred, in bill making ap- 


The amendinents offered in committee were 
taken up, and considered, the de bate thereon taking 
‘the same general range as in committee of the 
whole, and as heretofore reported. 

The amendment first in order was the proposition 


the first section, the following: 
‘That there shall be added to each of the four 


nates of the owners and masters or/ regiments of artillery, one company, to be organ- 


ized in the same manner as authorized by existing 
laws, with the exceptions hereafter mentioned: that 
there he added to every coimpany of artillery six- 
teen privates, and to every coinpany of infantry one 
sergeant and thirty-eight privates, and that the nnin- 
ber of second lieutenants of a company of artillery 
be reduced to one, and that this reduction be so 
made, in connexion with the appointment of offi- 
cers to the four additional companies authorized as 
aforesaid, and the transier to the ordnance depart- 
ment hereaiter directed, that all the present second 
lieutenants shall be retained in service; and there 
shall be raised and organized, under the direction 
| of the president of the United States, one regiment 
of infantry, to be composed of the same number 
and rank of officers, tion commissioned officers. 
tinusicians, and privates, composing the regiments 
of infantry now in the service of the United States, 
who shall receive the same pay and allowances, and 
be subject to the saine rules and regulations which 
how apply to uther regiments of infantry, as pro- 
vided for in this act.’ 

Mr. Harrison moved to amend this amendment 
by striking out infantry,” and inserting “riflemen,” 
soasto make the proposed new regiment a rifle 
regiment. The motion waslost. Mr. Briggs mov- 
ed to awend this amendment by striking out that 
partol it which authorizes the raising of a new 
regiment; and, on this notion, the yeas and nays 
were ordered. After some debate, Mr. Briggs’ 
amendinent was adopted by the folowing vote: 
Yeas 96, nays 86. The question then recurred on 
the above ainendiwent as thus amended; which was 
| adopted. 
| ‘The next amendment in order was the proposi- 














propriatious for certain roads in Wisconsin; and! tion of the coinmittee of the whole to strike out ager 
three members ord-red to be appointed managers | the following proviso froin the second section of the _to reconsider the re} clion of the infantry regime! 


of such conference on the part of the house. 

Mr. Biddle wished to ask a question of the chair- 
man of the couwwuittee on foreiszn relations, as to the 
present posture of Our relations with Mexico. An 
Individual, Mr. John Boidwin, having one ef the 
largest and most Hagrant claims upon that goveri- 
ment, Was a native of his district, and. after a re- 
sidence of tweuty years in Mexico, had been strip- 
pd of every thing, and had returned home in a 
state of destitution, The enormity of his case was 
established by authentic documents, as well as by 
the letters of Mr. Ellis. It would be recollected 
that the president, in accepting the overture as to 
anarbitranent, had stated that the action of con- 
gress was not fo be thereby suspendod. Yet, prac- 
tically, such seemed to be its eifect. Mr. B. found 
no fault with this; but it was obvious that whilst 
matters reiained in such a position, any quickening 
iinpulse to the negotiation must come from this 
house. He had understood that the time had more 
than passed within which a final and definite reply 
ouzitto have been received from Mexico. Under 
such circumstanees, the claimants could not but 


feel the deepest uneasiness at the approaching rise | 


| be employed in any service for any state or com-| the bill. 


bill: 


)} © Providcd, That no officer of the said corps shall 


pany for which he shall receive any compensation 


}except his pay from the United States.” 





This amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment proposed by the committee 
reduces the assistant adjutanuts general to be appoint: 
ed, from four te two. Conenrr din, 

The next amendment propesed by the committee 
to the bill was to add to the original bill tre words 
italicised in the following section: 

“Sec. 13. .4nd be it further enacted, That the 
president of the Uaited States be, and he is hereby, 


‘authorised to add to the ordnance department, 


whenever he may deem it expecient to increase the 
saine, by and with the advice of the senate, two 
majors, and by the transfer to, and appointinent tm, 


of ten first lieutenants, and ten second lieutenants 
of artillery; aud that the pay and. emoluments of 


the officers of the said department shall be the same 


as those allowed to the officers of the regiments of 


'dragoons.” 


At 2 o’clock the house took its usual recess. 





‘reported by the committee, to inseit, at the end of 


EVENING SESSION. = 

The house resumed the consideration 
army bili; and the question being oi agree 
the amendinents proposed by the military 
mittee to the 15th section, : 

Mr. Adams proposed a verbal modification <, 
to make it more intelligible, which was agrecd 
[The section provides for the transfer to the oa. 
hauce corps of second lieutenants from the aitil. 
lery.] 

‘Mr. Evans opposed the policy of the amendinery 
with much earnestness, insisting that the artil}, ry 
could not bear this reduction of its officers withoyt 
material injury, and suggesting the propricty of 
auginenting the ordnance in some other mode.” fo 
was supported in this view by Mr. Adams and Mr. 
Biddle, and opposed by Mr. McKay, Mr. Grey oi) 
and Mr. Calhvun, of Massachusetts. 

The aiwendment, as modified, was agreed to, 

The amenduwent inthe proviso tothe Lith gec. 
tion was agreed to, so as to make it read; 

Provided, That the officers of the oidnance de. 
partinent claiming the compensation of such dy. 
ties and responsibilities—[viz. with respect to 
clothing, arms, and accoutrements of the company, 
under the authority of the second section of tic 
act passed second March, eighteen hundred ayq 
twenty-seven, giving further compensation to the 
captains and subalterns of the army of the United 
States in certain cases]—shall have been actually 
in the command of enlisted men of the ordnance, 
equal toa company of artillery, and thereby jy. 
curred the aforesaid responsibilities. 

In the 15th section the amendments were agreed 
to so as to make it read: 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That every 
commissioned officer of the line or stati, exclusive 
of general cflicers, shall be entitled to receive one 
additional ration per diem for every five years that 
he may have served or shall serve in the army of 
the United States; and the paymaster general, sur. 
geon general, and coimmissary general of puicha. 
ses, Shall each be allowed six rations per diet, and 
the additional ration allowed in this section: Pro- 
vided, That, in certain cases where officers are en. 
titled to and receive double rations, the additional 
one allowed in this section shall not be included in 
the number to be doubled. 

In the 16th section, which provides that the pay 
of each musician and private soldier shall be eight 
dollars per month, Mr. McKuy moved to strike 
out “eight” and insert “‘seven.”” This motion was 
streniously opposed by Mr. Cushman, of New 
Hainpshire, and negatived. Mr. Petrahin aud Mr. 
Mercer endeavored to have the pay of soldiers ei: 
gaged in making roads and laboring on public 
works increased by an allowance of 25 cents pr 
day, afterwards modified to 15; but the amendine: 
was sternly opposed by Mr. Evans. who was it- 
dignant at a proposal to pay men lightly laboring, 
far from all danger, more than those who were 
marching. fighting, and dying, in the morasses 6 
Florida. The amendment was r jected, Mr. Reel 
tried to get the pay of the marines raised to ei! 
dollars per month, but without success. Mr. 

Childs, with a view to prevent desertions, intrec: 
ced a proviso for retaining $2 a month of soldiers 
pay to the end of the period of enlistment. his 
was ayrecd to. Mr. Everett moved to reconsice 
the rejection of that clause of the first sectiol 
which provides for the raising of a new regimen’ 
of infantry, so as to sanction the addition ol such 
regiment. Inorderto get at this, he first move 
to reconsider the whole section. And, after opp 
sition from Mr. Pope and Mr. Underwood, the 0 
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tion prevaiied: Yeas 13, nays81. He then move 


| assigning as a reason no change ef his own epll: 
‘ion, but the requestof many gentlemen friencly © 
Mr. Williams, of N. C., demandid te 
/veas and nays; which were ordered. Mr. Filmore 
opposed the motion, preferring the clause as 1! can” 
from the senate. This would cost less, and g''° 
greater efficiency. aT 
Mr. Ewing hoped the motion to reconsider WO - 
fail. He feared, however, there existed an mlm 
neous belief of the necessity for this addilicl™ 
regiment to those already provided for in the bul. 
This apprehension arises on account of the unex: 
pected quarter from which this motion came, ° : 
a fact which transpired during debate on yesteree): 
The gentlemar fiom Massachusetts (Mr. Git 
nell) had expressed some latent doubts of a ‘rig 
authenticated fact adverted to by the gentere’ 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Bell.) bp’ 
nessee had stated, and correctly, the opinion i 
some of the most experienced and meritorious F ) 
officers now in service, from whom he pe “ 
had letters precisely similar in sentiment; au" 
would read them if freedom of opinion were toler 


1 
' 





. ~~ . ki 
ted by the men now in power. As itis, he wou 
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only state the fact corroborative of the allegation specch of unusual animation, in which he scouted) tiaordinary lectures ever delivered an the Louse. 


made by lis friend from Tennessee, And if the | the perpetual ery of alarm at the horrors of a stand- 
information had comme from the white house, it}ing army. Whether we should have a standing 
would not be more worthy of credence, that a very | army was not now the question: that had been set- 
gnall, if any, addition is required to the standing tled long ago by Washington, by Adams, by Jeiter- 
ariny Now authorized by law lrue, the British | son, by Madison, by Monroe, by Jackson. . It the 
have increased their force ta Canada. No new ag- | argument was good for any thing, and militia were 
ression Upon Us IS contemplated by that event; the | to be our sole reliance, the proper course W ould be 
crease Will have er.ough to do with the Cana-| totmove at once to disband the army. The question 
dians, who seem resolved to be fiee. True we are} was not whether we were to have a standing army; 
increasing the number of Indians on our western | but whether the army should be augwented. On 
frontier, but they are helpless, and more inimical to | this point we had the recommendations of the ex- 
each) other than to us. A small force in that quar- | ecutive, and the opinions officially given of our best 
ter only is required, and the original bill provided | and wost experienced officers. ‘The senate had in 
furenough. True, the difficulties in Florida are | repeated bilis signified their conviction of its pro- 
not entirely at an end, but the men now there and, priety. In opposition to all this, two members of 
jn that neighborhood, directed by the skill and| the house said they had private letters of an oppo 
chivalry of the general who now has the command, | site tenor. Mr. Cushing would rely on the public 
will. as soon as the season of action arrives, end all | communications of men Of high and tried honor and 
trouble in that quarter. Such being the existing | conduct, in preference to private anonymous au- 
state of our concerns, T cannot conceive why this| thority. Of ailthe panic speeches, he had never 
reat increase is urged with such pertinacity. We! heard those surpassed which had been called forth 


all know the militia, in case of war or imminent | by the proposal to raise this one poor regiment of 


danger, must be the chief reliance. The great body |infantry. The house had been threatened with the 
of the the people will defend their rights and liber-| danger of a standing army. Why, if the addition 
ty: and in time of peace, surely the bill as reported | should be made, the proportion of this terrible army 
had no need of thisameindment to give a sufficient | to the people of this country would be about one to 
increase to the standing troops. two hundred and filty able-bodied freemen with 

He (Mr. E.) represeuted a people always pre- | arms in their hands. Were Awericans so timid? 
pared and willing to defend their country, and they | Did this trighten them? Parallels had been sought 
would rejoice to see the proper patriotic feeling | trom history to show that 12,000 men were to put 
manifested here to organize and equip the militia. | down our liberties. Why, the old women ol these 





cheerfully. But we neglect our militia, or amuse | force with their distatis and canes. The true dan- 
them with mere reports of committee, and leave! ger to liberty was, that our army was too small. 


should be. He (Mr. E.) had one other considera- | der our country military, but that the military spirit 
tion to present. A colleague (Mr. Boon) had con-} of the army would be overborne aid destroyed by 
fid ntly charged the great and wasteful expendi- | adeep iniusion of the civil influence. The inen 
tures of this administration to the opposition. The) who pleaded with congress for this augmentation 


couatry knows this charge is unmerited, and he| were themselves most devoted to the liberties of | 


would have the vote upon this question, to add a/the country, as they had proved on many a well- 
reviment to those asked by the chairman of the | fought fi ld. They had resisted tyranny at the can- 
inilitary Committee, to demonstrate who and of| non’s month. It was not these men—it was not the 
what party they are by whom unnecessary expense | officers of the army who were dangerous to free- 
of money and of morals is sanctioned. The ayes;dom. No, it was our civil officers, who became the 
and woes will show this. | tools of party. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed: Yeas 100, Mr. C. said the danger to liberty was just the re- 
nays 91. And the question being on the vote of aj verse of that which had been so loudly urged. He 
former sitting, by which the clanse, on motion of| relied, as the whole coutitry relied, on the militia; 
Mr. Briggs, was stricken out, on this motion a very | but who were the inilitia? They were freemen, 
spirited debate arose. 

Mr. Briggs detended his former iotion to strike | serve five years or draughted to serve for one, was 
out the provision for the new regiment with much | quite immaterial The word “militia”? had been 
earnestuess, complaining that Mr. Evans and Mr. used as a nameof terror to afiright the house. The 
Bronson were unuwiling to rely on the militia for | real confidence of the American people was in free- 
the defence of the northern frontier, and wanted to} men armed—in a body, with the spirit of what in 
have the standing army increased in atime of pro-| some countries was called a national guard; but, 





It did uot touch the question actually, whieh was 
only between two wodes of increasing the arn y— 
whether by idditional officers, or by augmenting 
the rank and file. Mr. Bronson detended the ~ais- 
ing of anew regiment as nm cessary tor the ciilling 
of recruits, &e. Mr. Reed explained, and stated Lis 
willingness to vote for all the necessary defences on 
the frontier. He again professed his readiness to 
relingnish for this purpose the troops now in garri- 
son om the seaboard, and let a few artificers be re- 
tained in the forts to preserve the buildings and ar- 
mament. There were thiee or four companies at 
Newport, who seemed to be only wanted to fire 
salutes. He had rather they were sent to fight the 
Indians. He was in favor of fortifications, as in- 
dispensable in time of war to defend onr cities 





avainst the attacks of a marine force, but opposed 
to keeping large garrisons in them. He was against 
extending a standing arua.y beyond what was indis- 
pensably necesssry. 

Mr. Briggs replied with much warinth to the re- 
marks of Mr. Cushing and Mr. Evans; denicd that 
he had said that the liberties of the country were in 
danger from an army of 32,000 men; and the thun- 
ders of eloqnence which had been launched at him 
were wide of the mark. He believed there was 
nothing very impious in what he had said. Ag to 
the long and loud ery froin all parts of the land for 
an increase of the army, he had not seen the evi- 








dence of it any where. He knew, indeed, that on 


. _that floora very loud cry was set up by the gentie- 
Expenditures for that purpose would be borne with istates would almost be sufficient to resist sucha 


men from the southwest and northern frontier; but 
the military committee, after having had the sub- 


ject for months before them, were of opinion that 
them to instinet themselves. This is not as it} The danger was not that this little force would ren-| an increase of three thousand men would be suffi- 


cient. Now, however, a new regiment was called 
for on the ground that new difficulties and dangers 


frontier. ‘Lhis reason did not seem to him suffi- 
cient. The difficulties in Florida were now chiefly 
over, and troops might be drawn from that quarter. 
His colleague (Mr. Cushing) had severely lectured 
him and other gentlemen, for not speaking to the 
question. Yet the gentleman had no sooner deli- 
vered this rebuke than he himself went off at a tan- 
gent. The gentleman had talked about declama- 





tion. Did he call hisown speech logic? Ifso, the 
gentleman’s notions of logie differed from his. The 
ventleman talked about panic and complaired that 


|so much was said about the dangers of a standing 


with arms in their hands; and whether enlisted to army. Mr. B. had called on the friends of the bill 


| toshow why the standing army should be increased, 


and, in reply, his colleague demanded of him why 
it chould not be increased. Was this the logic of 
gentlemen? The two gentlemen from Maine and 
Massachusetts had manifested great zeal for the in- 





crease of the army, and of the expenses of the go- 


fuund peace. He hoped the country would note | under the present organization of our militia, such | vernment. 


tie fact that the old and approved doctrine of reli- | a body did not exist as such. 
atice on the militia for the defence of the country The militia were not a substitute for an ariny; each 
was langhedtoscorn. He dwelt much on this idea, | had its own proper duty, and both were necessary. 


which seemed to fill him with profound indignation. | He again insisted that the true source of danger lay | spoken of and treated as formerly. 


: : we 
He protested agaist doubling our standing army in | 
Uine Of peace, 


He wished it did. | 


{ 





Mr. Cushing here rose and said, I deny the impu- 
tation. Mr. riggs went on to say that he did not 


(see what excited alarm. The militia were not 


The centleman 


in the influence of popular leaders over the militia | from Maine thought their place was at home, and 
and volunteers, and not over a standing army. How) that they were not the troops that were wanted to 


Mr. Yell alluded to the mass of Indians the go-| did general Jackson attain such an unexampled | protect the west or do garrison duty. This sort of 
verument had congregated on our western frontier. | predominance of influence and despotic power in| language toward the militia would snit the mouth 


Mi. vans Commented with severity on some of) this free republic? 
the remarks of Mr. Briggs. 


| By his popularity with the mili- | of a despot who wished to subjugate the liberties of 
The gentleman had) tia and volunteers whom he ledin battle. This was | 


the country. Such a one might, with great con- 


thrown biusell in the breach after the war had be-| the rise of his power.. He never could have attain- | sistency, say to the people, stay on your farms. the 


come despeiaie. In the morning bis mere motion,| ed it by means of the regular army. 
Wiiliout any speech to back it, was sufficient, and | 


defence of the country is not for you; trust all that 


Mr. C. reprobated as a consequence to this per-| matter to me, give me regulars, and I will take care 


prevailed; but now the majority had changed, be petual recurrence to the militia to do garrison duty,| of vou. 


inust wake a speech. The addition of one regi-| what had almost urged Massachusetts herself to | 





Went Was Certainly enormous, and enough to alarm 
ali the iriends of the liber y of the country. 
Were Vast strides towards despotism. Suchan aug-! line. The militia of the states were the reliance 
inentation of our standing army of 7,000 men was. of the states. He appealed to the state rights gen- 
ludced tormidabie. The nation would do well to! tlemen on that floor, whether they advocated such 
mark it, Yet petitions for this very thing had come | astate of things? 

Up trom all quarters of the land; from the west and| He again adverted to the panic ata standing army. 


Mr. Cushing said that he was actuated by zeal to 


nullify: the militia of a state mizht be. and often) do h’s duty to his country, and nothing else, and he 
These | were, called out and commanded by a colonel of the | spurned any other tiputation. The question being 


now taken, it was decided in the negative; Ayes 
95, noes 104. 

So the house refnsed to strike ont the provision 
for an additional regiment of infantry. 





Mr. Fvans now moved to strike ont that pari of 


Southwest, and the whole Atlantic border, as well! and contended that the very form the argument had ‘the bill which proposed to reduce the nuinber of 


a3 frou; the north and northeast. 


' assumed, in likening our condition to that of Eu-| lieutenants of artillery, and transfer them to the 


Mr. Reed want. d to know froin what part of the | ro;ean countries, with despotic governinents, to| ordnance, but the motion was negatived, Mr. 


Atlantic burder? Rome with her Praetorian cohorts, &ce. proved that 


Thompson moved to strike out 58, and fo inset 28 


Mr. £vans said from Massachusetts, as weil as| there wasa lack of solid objection tothe bill. That| asthe increase of the rank and file to each company. 
Other parts of it, as the remonstrances in the war! a body of Indians, in the circumstances of those | Lost. Mr. Underwood now declared that he was! «d 


depariuent against the transier of tioops would | who had been removed by force, many of them in 
Sliow, Mr. k. repelled with much warinth the im-| chains, fiom their former homes, and placed ina 
Pulation that he was unwilling to rely on the inilitia | body on our western frontier, should have pacific 
lor defence: he was willing, entirely willing; butit! feclings toward ns and our s-ttlements, was against 
Was hot the business of militia to do permanent | human nature, and would be nothing less than a 
karrison duty; and forts with garrisons were neces-| miracle in morals. It was surely the duty of those 
Sary as rallying puiuts for the militia, to strengthen | who were themselves in safety, to listen to the re- 
,&e. He ridiculed the idea of 12 millions of! monstrances and petitions of those whose wives 
lreemen dreading a little army of 12,000 men. And | and children were exposed to such adanger. He 


[his hands of the bill. He pereeived the object was 
/ not to increase the force of the army. butto provide 
patronage for favories. Mr. Glascock denied. with 
| warmth, any such imputation: this was the first 
time in the debate in which the bill had been repre- 
sented as a party or political measure: the votes 
'wonld show that it was no such thing, since it was 
both advocated and opposed by gentlemen of all 
| parties. Mr. Underwood argued to show that the 


a8 to Mr. Reed, he had no doubt that gentleman | was ready to go to the people and account to ther | bill involved a great increase in the expenses of the 
ae make a speech for Fort Independence, in| for his vote to augment the } resent military estab-| army. Mr. McKay replied. and insisted that the 


oston Harbor. (Mr. Reed. Certainly.] Yet} lishment of the United States government. 
Where was the use of a fort without any garrixon? 





|reverse was true: that the expenses were reduced, 


Mr. Mercer made some remarks in reply to this| and that the bill was a measure of economy. Mr. 


Ir. Cushing next took the floor, aud went into ai speech, which he considered as one of the most ex-! Garland, of Louisiana, moved an amendment, that 


lad sprung up on our noithern and western. lines of 


~ 
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all oilicers tor the new regiment should be taken | 

fio those now attached tothe army. Negatived: | 

Ayes 60, noes 89. 
' 


A motion was now made to adjourn; bat it was 
rejected, 

The remaining amendments proposed by the, 
committee were now read in order, and the ques- 
tion put on the whole, with the exception of four, 
viz: those in the 19th, 25th, 31st, and 35th sec- 
tions. ‘he amendments in section 19 were then 
read, and, after a short conversation, agreed to. | 
The amendments to the 25th section having been 
read, Mr. Carter strongly objected to the pay pro- 
posed to be allowed to the surgeons. Mr. Thomp- 
son and Mr. McKay replied and explained. Mr. 
Curler moved an amendinent to reduce the pay. 
Mr. Mullory opposed the ainendment, aud it was 
rejected. The 25th section was then agreed to. 
The amendments in the 31st section having been 
read, Mr. Mason, of Ohio, moved to strike out the 
allowance to the soldiers of bounty. Mr. Childs 
proneery to substitute for the bounty lands an al- 
owance of $100 in money. Negatived. Mr. Fill- 
more proposed to insert alter the word “iand”’ the 
words ‘fit for cultivation.” Negatived. Mr. Kem- 
ble moved a reconsideration of the clause above 
quoted, and Mr. Campbell, of 8. C., supported bis 
motion but it was lost. 


On motion of Mr. E. Whittlesey, the section was 
further amended by inserting a provision that the 
bounty lands shall be patented to the soldier or his 
heirs, and shall not be assignable until patented. 
The section was then agreed to. 

The 35th section having been read, Mr. Briggs | 
moved an ainendment, providing that the regiment 
raised under the first section shall serve for two 
years only. Negatived. The section was then | 
agreed to. | 

Mr. Thompson moved an amendment in the 15th | 
section, which provides that every coinmissioned | 
officer of the line or staif, exclusive of general of- | 
ficers, shall be entithd to receive one additional | 
ration for every five years that he may have served, | 
&e. so as to make it include officers of the marine | 
corps. Mai. Craig now moved the previous ques- | 
tion, but withdrew it at the earnest solicitation of 
his colleague, Mr. Rives, who wanted to introduce | 
a provision allowing a commission to paymasters 
for extra duty. 

Mr. Boon hereupon renewed the call for the pre- 
vious question. Mr. Rencher o.oved an adjourn- 
ment. Lost. The eall for the previous question 
was seconded: Ayes 92, noes 61. The previous 
question was put and carried, and the bill was then 
ordered to its engrossment by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, 
Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, J. Cal- 
houn, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Cushing, Cush- 
man, Dawson, Davee, DeGraif, Droimgoole, Dun- 
can, Elmore, Evans, Farrington, Fairfield, R. Flet- 
cher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glas. 
covk, Grant, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Haim- 
mond, Hamner, Harrison, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubley, Wus. H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. 
Jackson, Henry Johnson, N. Jones, Kemble, 
Klinzensmith, Legare, Lincoln, Logan, Lyon, 
Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, A. MeClellan, McClure, Miller, Mor- 
gan, S. W. Morris, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Palmer, 
Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, J. H. Prentiss, S. S. Prentiss, Richardson, 
Rives, Robinson, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, 
Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toland, Towns, 








Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, A. S. | 


White, T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, J. L. 
Williams, Yell—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman, 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Bynum, W. B. 
Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, 
Cneatham, Childs, Connor, Corwin, Darlington, 
Davies, Dunn, Everelt, Ewing, Fillmore, Goode, J. 
Graham, William Grahain, Griffin, Harlen, Has- 
tinzs. Hawes, Henry, Holiinan, R. M. T. Hunter, 
J. W. Jones, Leadbetter, Lewis, Marvin, S. Mason. 
Maxwell, MceKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Mostgomery, C. Morris, Murray, Ogle, Peck, 
P -trikin, Pope, Potts, Raridan, Randolph, Reed, 
Reneher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Sheifer, A. H.Shepperd, C. Shepard, Sibley, Slade, 
Stanley, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
Tillinzhast, Underwood, J. White, E. Whittlesey, 
L. Williams, S. Williains, C. H. Williains, Word, 
Yorke—77. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 


And then the house adjourned. 


| 91 nays. 
he would, on Monday, move a reconsideration of 


Saturday, June 30. [We cannot find room for 
more than a brief abstract of the proceedings of the 
house, but they shall be noticed 10 detail in the next 
‘‘REGISTER.” 

Afier the transaction of other business, Mr. 
Kilgore made an inefiectual elfort to have an hour 
assigned for the consideration of his resolution, 
repealing the section of the law of 1816, in refer- 
ence to banks issuing sinall notes. which he mode- 
fied so as to limit its operation to the Ist of March 
next. For suspending the rules 105, nays 86. 

The engrossed bill to increase the present military 
establishinent of the United States and for other pur- 
yoses, Was read a third time, when Mr. Carter of 
Tenn., moved that it be recommitted with instruc- 
lions to strike out all the clauses of the bill propo- 
sing an increase in the number of officers, or in- 
crease of pay, and also the section for raising an 
additional regiment of infantry. This motion gave 
rise to a debate which oecupied the attention of the 
house until the hour of recess. 

[The subject was not resemed in the afternoon 
in conseqnence of the intervention of the special 
orders. } 

EVENING SESSION. 

The house went into committee of the whole, 
(Mr. Owens in the chair) and took up several bills 
remitting duties on iron imported for the construc- 
tion of steamboats; all of which, with the excep- 
tion of No. 854, were reported without amendment. 
The bill No. 187, to authorize the importation of 
iron steamboats, free of duty, was laid on the table. 

The hour assigned for this subject having expired, 
and the special order having been called, Mr. ddams 
moved to suspend the rules for another hour. The 
motion was lost. The house then, according to ap- 


pointwent, went into committee of the whole on the 


bill to amend an act entitled “An act to authorize 
the state of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect 
titles to certain Jands therein described, and to set- 
tle the claims to vacant lands within the same,” 
passed 18th of April, 1806. A desultory debate en- 
sued, when Mr. MeKennan moved that the commit- 
tee rise and report the bill; which inotion prevailed. 
Finally, atter a variety of proceedings, the question 
arose on the engrossinent and third reading of the 
bill, when it was rejected by a vote of 51 yeas to 
Mr. Martin, of Alabama, gave notice that 


|the vote. And then, on motion of Mr. Griffin, the 
house adjourned. 

Monday, July 2. After a number of petitions 
and reports had been received and disposed of, sev- 
eral resolutions were subinitted; all of which shall 
be noticed in our next. The army bill was next 
taken up, the pending motions being, Ist, to recon- 
sider the vote on engrossment, and 2d, to recommit 
the bill witb instructions. After a brief discussion, 
the previous question was called and seconded, 
when the yeasand nays were ordered and the house 
refused to reconsider. Yeas 94. nays 95. Finally 
the question was taken on the final passage of the 
bill, when there appeared ayes 112, nays 80. So 
the bill was passed and returned to the senate for 
concurrence in the amendments. 

Several bills from the senate were read twice and 
appropriately referred, 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the house went into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Mason of Va., in the chair) and took fp the 
harbor bill which occupied its attention until the 
hour of recess, 

EVENING SESSION. 


After recess, the committee of the whole pro- 
ceeded with the harbor bill, which was discussed and 
amended; finally the committee rose, reported the 
bill and amendments; and at half past ten o’clock 
the house adjourned, 

Tuesday, July 3. Mr. Adams yielded the floor to 
enable Mr. Slade to olier a resolution inquiring 
into the expediency of ereeting a national fountry 
lat the city of Vergennes, Vt. Mr. A. then resumed 
ithe floor, and consumed the morning hourip an ar- 
gument against the admission of Texas into the 
union. 

The following bill from the senate to repeal the 
deposite act of 1837 was read: 





A BILt to modify the last cleuse of the 5th section 
of the deposite act of the 23d of June, 1836, and 
for other pusposes. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the last clause of the 5th 
section of the act entitled “An act to regulate the 
deposites of the public money.” approved 23d June, 
1836, declaring that the notes or bills of no bank 
shall be received in payment of any debt due to 


July, 1336, issue any note or bill of a less denomi- 
nation than five dollars, shall be, and the same is 
hereby, modified, so that the interdiction as to re- 
ception of the bills and notes shall continue against 





the United States, which shall. after the 4th day of 


See 
any bank which has, since the said 4th day of duly 
1836, issued bills or notes of a less denomination 
than five dollars or which shall issue any such bills 
or notes prior to the Ist day of October, 1838; but 
that, froin and alter the said last inentioned day, the 
bills or notes of no bank shall be received in pay- 
ment of any debt due to the United States, which 
bank shall aiter that date issue, re issue, or pay out 
any bill or note of a denomination less than five 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the first 
twelve sections of the act entitl d ‘An act to regu. 
late the deposites of the public money,” approved 
23d June, 1836, be, and the same are hereby, re. 
pealed, except so far as is above provided, and to 
enable the treasury department to collect any debts 
which may be due or owing from the late deposite 
banks. 

Mr. Cambreleng arose and delivered a speech in 
favor of the bill. A debate now arose, during which 
Mr. Legare moved that the bill be referred to the 
coinmittee of ways and means and printed for in- 
formation. Mr. Cushmen moved the previous ques. 
tion. Mr. Curtis moved a ca:l of the house; wi ich 
motion was agreed to. After some progress had 
been made inthe call, Mr. Hurlan moved to sus- 
pend further proceedings, which was ultiinately 
agreed to. The question was then taken on secoiid- 
ing the call for the previous question, which resullt- 
ed as follows: Ayes 97, noes 105. So the call was 
not seconded, and the house refused thereby, to 
order the bill to its engrossment at this time. 

Mr. Duncan then addressed the house until the 
hour of recess, in favor of the bill. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. Duncan resumed and concluded his remarks, 
in the progress of which he was frequently called 
to order. 

Mr. Legare then withdrew his motion to refer and 
print, and moved to strike out the second section, 
This motion was, after discussion, adopted. Ayes 
119. noes 101. The debate was now resuied, 
dusting which several amendments were olierd, 
some of which were adopted—but without coming 
to adecision upon the bill, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, July 4. Aftersome business of minor 
importance had been transacted, the house resumed 
the senate bill to repeal the 5th section of the de- 
posite bill of 1836, which was ordered to a third 
reading, as amended on motionof Mr. Legare: Ayes 
179, noes 33. It was alterwards passed, by ayes 
and noes; Ayes 173, noes 31. And, with the se- 
cond section stricken out, the bill was retur.ed to 
the senate for concurrence. The remainder of the 
session was occupied in considering the harbor bill 
‘and with other business, which will be noticed in 
our next. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The harbour bill was considered, and passed. 
The bill to guard against explosions on board of 
steamboats was also passed. The post office bill, 
witha number of other bills, was passed Adjourned. 

Thursday, July 5. Mr. dams resumed his 
speech on the subject of Texas, and addressed the 
house until the expiration of the morning hour. 
Mr. Elmore moved to suspend the rules to enable 
Mr. A. to complete his speech. Negatived. 

The house took up the Indian annuity bill, which 
was discussed, amended,and laid aside to ber. ported 

The house next took up the fortification bill, 
which wasamended. The house then took up the 
nilitary acadeiny bill, which was also amended 
and laid aside. The bill authorizing the purchase 
of certain books was taken up. Mr. Cushman mo- 
ved to strike out the enacting clause. Negatived. 
The bill was then laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore the bill to arrange the 
sessions, &c. of the distrizt court of the northern 
district of New York, was taken up, read, and laid 
aside. Mr. Afercer moved to take up the harbour 
bill, but before any question was taken the hour of 
recess alrived. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The proceedings of the evening session, shall 

have a place in our next. 


CHRONICLE. 


Awful storm. Our town was visited on Saturday 
night with one of the most severe storms which we 
have ever witnessed. It commenced about 8 
o’clock and continued until 11, during which time 
the lightning was incessant, and so near that searce- 
ly a moment would elapse between the flash and 
the noise of the thunder. The rain came down 1n 
torrents, and the wind blew a gale during the time. 
We have heard of no injury which has been sus- 
tained in the town, with the exception of one house 
which was slightly injured by the lightning. The 
country, We fear, has not been so fortunate, as the 





wheat must have been seriously injured by the wind 





and the hard driving rain. [ Petersburg Iniel. 
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